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WELCOME TO
PORTO
Long overlooked in favour of ever-popular Lisbon, affable Porto presents everything a visitor might want from a city break: historical sights, relaxed charm and a stellar food and drink scene. Don’t want to miss a thing? With Top 10 Porto, you’ll enjoy the very best the city has to offer.
In 1996, UNESCO declared Porto’s historic centre a World Heritage Site, and little wonder. This centuries-old city has given its name to its country, waved off sea-faring navigators and witnessed dictatorship-fighting rebellions. Visitors need only stroll the cobbled streets of the Ribeira district to see vestiges of this remarkable past: the Praça da Ribeira, framed by traditional houses, and the Sé do Porto, one of the city’s oldest monuments and a testament to its architectural prowess, are just two stand-outs. Venture further into the city and Porto’s other historical treasures are revealed, from the Age of Exploration-opulence of the Palácio da Bolsa to the vintage port-wine cellars just across the river in Vila Nova de Gaia.
But Porto isn’t just a historical relic. Standing shoulder to shoulder with the churches and monuments are modern marvels like the Casa da Música, an inventive music hall that will captivate the eyes and the ears. The modernist complex of Serralves is another must-see spot, a cultural institution featuring a delicate pink villa, vibrantly green gardens and an endlessly fascinating museum of modern art. To see both sides of Porto, old and new, climb the lofty Torre dos Clérigos at sunset for the best views in town.
Then there’s the food and drink scene. Port is the tipple of choice here, of course – enjoy it in a cocktail at the Galerias de Paris, perhaps, or straight from the barrel in a vintage wine cellar. Porto is a foodie hotspot, too, with top-ranking restaurants, gourmet markets and cosy tabernas serving up all manner of treats.
So, where to start? With Top 10 Porto, of course. This pocket-sized guide gets to the heart of the city with simple lists of 10, expert local knowledge and comprehensive maps, helping you turn an ordinary trip into an extraordinary one.
Old meets new in lively Porto
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THE STORY OF
PORTO
Porto has seen its fair share of change over the centuries, transforming from a small riverside port into a vibrant, cosmopolitan city. Fuelled by its independent spirit, Porto has taken down governments, inspired new creative movements, and developed into an incubator for artists, writers and chefs. Here’s the story of how it came to be.
Porto is Born
There are traces of human occupation in the region since prehistoric times, but the origins of the city itself began in the Morro da Sé hilltop, where the city’s cathedral is located today, and soon spread down to the riverfront. By the 2nd century CE, Porto had become an important trading port for the Romans, who made the most of its prime location between the sea and river. Known then as Portus Cale, the city became a regional entrepôt of the empire and eventually gave its name to its country, Portugal. Porto was, for a short time, part of the Umayyad Caliphate’s conquest of the Iberian peninsula, though the city was soon reclaimed by the King of Asturias. By the beginning of the 12th century, what was the County of Portugal, an area that expands outwards from Porto, became the Kingdom of Portugal under King Alfonso I during a time known as the Reconquista.
Engraving of Porto in the late 1800s
Expansion and Segregation
In the centuries that followed, Porto continued to grow in waves, setting up its first urban street, Rua Formosa (now Rua do Infante Dom Henrique), to house the city’s noblemen and richest merchants. At the same time, new walls were built to protect residences and businesses from potential attacks. Construction started under King Afonso IV (1291-1357), and was completed around 1374 during the reign of Fernando I (1345-1383). As such, the walls bear the nickname Muralhas Fernandinas, and the remains are still visible today. While the city was presented as accessible (with plenty of entry points in the walls), some communities, in particular the Portuguese Jewish, found themselves persecuted and restricted to secluded areas outside the city.
Portrait of King Afonso IV of Portugal, nicknamed The Brave
Maritime Ventures and Spanish Rule
Following its period of expansion, by the 15th century Portugal had its eyes set overseas. The first expeditions were led by Infante Dom Henrique “The Navigator”, who was born in Porto, and his ships were built in the city. Some say this is when the nickname “tripeiros” (tripe eaters) was first used to refer to Porto residents: good meat was kept for the sailors while residents were left with the offal. Just as Portugal began to expand, a succession crisis meant the Spanish King was able to stake his claim on the country, leading to decades of Spanish rule.
The Birth of Baroque and Port
Following the Restoration War, which saw Portugal reclaim its independence from Spain, Porto continued to grow into a thriving commercial port, and people from around the world began to settle in the city. From Italy came the architect Nicolau Nasoni, who brought a touch of Baroque to Porto, designing buildings like the iconic Torre dos Clérigos. But it was the British visitors who made the most impact as they established their commercial houses here to manage the port wine trade. In 1703, England and Portugal signed the Port Wine Treaty, which limited the import duty on Portuguese wine in return for tax-free export of English cloth to Portugal, giving a boost to the city’s port wine trade with England.
Breaking Free
Trouble came to Porto’s shores about a century later. Under the command of Napoleon’s General Marshal Soult, French troops invaded Porto in 1809. Thousands fled the city, but many drowned when the Ponte das Barcas, a pontoon bridge across the Douro, collapsed, leaving 4,000 dead. The British aided the Portuguese and two months later, Porto was liberated. But the city was on shaky footing thereafter, especially when a brotherly rivalry kicked off between King Dom Pedro IV (liberalist) and his younger brother, Dom Miguel (absolutist). A bloody civil war ensued, and after 13 months of conflict that extensively damaged the city, the liberals declared victory in August 1833. The victory gave Porto its enduring nickname of Invicta (the undefeated). Since then, the city has retained its rebellious spirit, playing a key role in the plans to overthrow the monarchy and later fighting for democracy with numerous demonstrations against Portugal’s dictatorship rule.
French troops invading Porto in the 19th century
Porto Today
The city’s spirit of independence culminated in its participation in the country-wide Carnation Revolution of 1974, which took down the authoritarian Estado Novo regime, which had been the government of Portugal since the 30s. Following this, Portugal made the transition to democracy, and Porto began looking inward, embracing modern ideals while also working to renovate its historic centre, which was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1996. Today, it is a progressive city with a thriving creative community; artists have taken over galleries around Rua de Miguel Bombarda, street musicians have set up by the riverfront and architects have designed cutting-edge buildings like Casa da Música. Porto’s food scene is also booming, with long-standing tascas as popular as Michelin-starred restaurants or gourmet food markets. Today, Porto has a growing tourism industry, giving the capital of Lisbon a run for its money in terms of visitor numbers.
The Casa da Música, an example of Porto’s innovative architecture
A tank on the streets during the Carnation Revolution
Introducing Porto | A BRIEF HISTORY
Moments in History
136 BCE
The Romans establish themselves in Portus Cale after conquering this riverside port from the Celtic Lusitani.
1400s
The city expands its borders, erecting new medieval walls while casting out the Jewish community.
1500s
Led by Porto-born Infante Dom Henrique, Portuguese explorers set out on their first maritime expeditions, colonizing new lands.
1580–1640
The Spanish sweep through Portugal and rule the country for 60 years, known as the Iberian Union, until the Restoration War brings independence to Portugal.
1703
The Port Wine Treaty is signed between the Portuguese and the British, boosting port’s international popularity.
1809
At the Battle of the Douro, Porto successfully repels the French, ending the Second French Invasion of Portugal.
1891
Porto residents rebel against the regime and make their first attempt to overthrow the monarchy on 31 January.
1996
The Ribeira, Porto’s historic centre, is declared a World Heritage Site.
2022
Porto is named the World’s Leading City Destination by the World Travel Awards.
2024
The Time Out Market opens, emphasizing Porto as a trendy food destination.
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TOP 10
EXPERIENCES
Planning the perfect trip to Porto? Whether you’re visiting for the first time or making a return trip, there are some things you simply shouldn’t miss out on. To make the most of your time – and to enjoy the very best this enchanting city has to offer – be sure to add these experiences to your list.
1 Explore the Ribeira district
A Unesco World Heritage Site, Porto’s old centre gives you a taste of medieval times, with the Sé (see Sé do Porto) looming over the narrow cobbled streets. Stretching from the cathedral down to the riverfront, the vibrant neighbourhood is a buzzing hub for boat rides, music and alfresco dining.
2 Sip on port wine
It wouldn’t be a trip to Porto without trying some port. The city’s namesake wine is aged just across the Douro in the riverside town of Vila Nova de Gaia. Tour the port wine cellars (see Cais de Gaia) and sample this local drink straight from the source, or try a modern twist at one of Porto’s many bars.
3 Marvel at the architecture
Porto’s architecture reflects centuries’ worth of stylistic changes and developments. This is a city that honours its past but is not afraid to innovate either, where Baroque masterpieces like Torre dos Clérigos mix with avant-garde gems like Casa da Música.
4 Go hunting for tiles
Azulejos, Porto’s iconic blue-and-white tiles, are everywhere in the city, including residential houses, churches and the striking train station of São Bento. And if you want to paint your own tile? Head on over to Gazete Azulejos to try your hand at creating your own azulejo masterpiece.
5 Tuck into a francesinha
This hearty meat sandwich (a twist on the croque-monsieur) is found in foodie spots all over Porto. Join the locals’ quest for the best by queueing up at one of the city’s traditional tascas, and prepare to get messy: the francesinha is an indulgent treat.
6 Spend time outdoors
In a city as good looking as Porto it pays to spend time outside. Cycle along the waterfront, surf on the coast or lounge at Parque da Cidade, the country’s largest urban park: whatever your taste you have plenty of choices.
7 Take in Porto’s art
Home to the country’s first public art museum, the Museu Nacional Soares do Reis, Porto is filled with creative spaces. Check out the independent galleries lining Rua de Miguel Bombarda and striking contemporary museums like Serralves (see Miragaia and Massarelos).
8 Enjoy every evening
As the sun sets, folks gather around the city’s parks and gardens like Jardim do Morro to catch the show with a drink in hand. The party continues at Galerias de Paris, Porto’s bustling nightlife district filled with bars and nightclubs.
9 Join the Festa de São João
Porto’s biggest bash is the São João. On the evening of 23 June, the streets are filled with barbecues, paper lamps take over the skies and the city awaits the midnight fireworks, all while locals whack passersby with a plastic hammer – it’s tradition!
10 Escape to the seaside
Hop on the metro or the tram and head to the coastal spots of Foz do Douro and Matosinhos. Spend your time relaxing on the beach while enjoying the area’s signature fresh grilled fish and delicious sardines, or go for a walk and enjoy the coastline.
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ITINERARIES
Strolling along the Douro river, sipping port wine, hunting for azulejo tiles: there’s a lot to see and do in Porto. With places to eat, drink or simply take in the sunset, these itineraries offer ways to spend 2 days and 4 days in the city.
2 DAYS
Day 1
Morning
Get your bearings at Porto’s cathedral, the Sé do Porto. Take in the sweeping views from its terrace before stepping inside to spot the azulejos (tiles) adorning the Chapter Room and the Gothic cloister. Meander down to Palácio da Bolsa and join a guided tour (one leaves every 30 minutes) to explore this Neo-Classical palace. Just around the corner is the Igreja de São Francisco, one of the finest Gothic churches in Portugal, with every inch covered in gilded woodcarvings. After admiring its decor, continue on to the Cais da Ribeira for a traditional lunch at A Grade (Rua de São Nicolau 9) and a walk along the Douro river.
Afternoon
Cross the bottom deck of Ponte Dom Luís I and tour one of Vila Nova de Gaia’s wine cellars (see Vila Nova de Gaia) to sample the city’s port. Once you’ve had your fill and are ready for dinner, make your way to DeCastro or treat yourself to a two-Michelin-star meal at The Yeatman. After dinner, climb up to Jardim do Morro to join the crowds toasting to the sunset. Feel like staying up a little later? Head back to the Douro’s other side and hit one of the many bars lining Galerias de Paris, Porto’s bustling nightlife district.
The impressive façade of the Sé do Porto
DRINK
Fuel up with a freshly brewed espresso or flat white at 7g Roaster (roaster.7groaster.pt), a coffee roaster right in the middle of Vila Nova de Gaia. It’s also a good spot for brunch or a quick bite to eat.
Day 2
Morning
To see some of Porto’s most impressive azulejos, head straight for Estação de São Bento, home to some 20,000 tiles in the station hall. Enough photos taken, stretch your legs by walking uphill to Igreja and Torre dos Clérigos. Slowly make your way to Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis and spend the rest of the morning admiring the art inside this former palace. Retreat to Borboleta (Rua de Dom Manuel II 346), a few doors up, for lunch on its inviting patio.
Afternoon
After lunch, cross the street to Jardins do Palácio de Cristal and enjoy a leisurely stroll through the garden’s romantic paths, keeping an eye out for the resident peacocks. Then, return to the bustle of the city centre to visit the Art Nouveau-style bookshop, Livraria Lello. Wrap up your second day with dinner at Taberna Folias de Baco (tabernafoliasdebaco.com), chowing down on a platter of petiscos paired with a glass of natural wine.
The leafy avenues of the Jardins do Palácio de Cristal
TRANSPORT
Don’t fancy walking uphill? You can take the scenic tram line 22 from near Estação de São Bento right to the Igreja and Torre dos Clérigos.
4 DAYS
Day 1
Today is all about azulejos. Begin at Capela das Almas, checking out its azulejo-adorned façade. Then, walk over to Mercado do Bolhão to peruse the stalls of this traditional food market. The nearby Rua de Santa Catarina has plenty of beautiful spots to pause at and admire, including the Majestic Café and Igreja de Santo Ildefonso. When you’re ready, grab lunch at Gazela, then continue your tile-hunting journey at Estação de São Bento. The tiles here depict Portugal through the ages in grand murals. After, head west to Palácio da Bolsa and take a tour; tours are every 30 minutes – but the first person to arrive gets to pick the tour language. Enjoy dinner at Intrigo before finishing out the evening with a live gig at Mirajazz.
Patrons enjoying a coffee at the attractive Majestic Café
EAT
Pop into Gelataria Portuense near Mercado do Bolhão for a scoop of homemade ice cream. Can’t decide which flavour? Ask for a degustation tray to try a variety at once.
Day 2
Start the day with a great view: climb Torre dos Clérigos and be rewarded with views over the city. Back down to earth, step inside the adjoining church to admire its gilded interior. Walking up the Rua do Carmo, you’ll find two more striking churches to admire – Igreja dos Carmelitas and Igreja do Carmo. From here, head off to Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis. It is Portugal’s first public art museum, and has plenty of impressive works on display. Take lunch at Xau Laura (Rua de Miguel Bombarda 589) then stroll through the nearby Jardins do Palácio de Cristal. The city’s creative quarter filled with galleries and art shops, Rua de Miguel Bombarda is within easy reach for an afternoon stroll. In the evening, catch the sunset at Parque das Virtudes before having a dinner of local delights at Taberna Santo António.
SHOP
For a unique souvenir head to the Planeta Cork shop inside the World of Wine. The shop has everything from stationery to lamps, all made from cork.
Day 3
Once they were a major form of transport, but now only a few trams wind through Porto’s streets. For a glimpse into the past, pay a visit to the Museu do Carro Eléctrico, which holds a collection of vintage trams dating back to the 19th century. Then it’s time to step aboard one yourself: hop on tram 1 and take a scenic ride along the coast towards Passeio Alegre. A short walk brings you to the beach. Grab lunch at Tentações no Prato and enjoy a seaside cocktail at Praia da Luz. Once you’ve soaked up the sun, get a taxi or bus to Serralves and spend the afternoon in its gardens and contemporary art museum. Head back to town for dinner and a fado show at Casa da Mariquinhas.
Day 4
Spend the morning getting lost in the streets around the Boavista district. Once you’ve tired of ambling, visit the Galeria da Biodiversidade inside the botanical garden (see Museu de Serralves), then head to Casa da Música for a guided tour of the iconic concert hall with its avant-garde shape. From here, you can easily reach the Mercado Bom Sucesso for a relaxed lunch at one of its stalls. Then, hop on the metro straight to the Bolhão are. A ten-minute walk brings you to the Sé do Porto, a Gothic cathedral in Porto’s UNESCO Heritage Centre. The city centre is an urban landscape that blends 2,000 years of history. Once you’ve taken it all in, cross the Ponte Dom Luís I to enjoy views of Porto from Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar. After you’ve rested your legs, head to the riverfront and taste some port at one of the wine cellars (see Sandeman), ending with a meal at DeCastro.
Tourists along the streets of Vila Nova de Gaia
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The Cais da Ribeira at sunset
Top 10 Highlights |CONTENTS
Explore the Highlights
1 Sé do Porto
2 Palácio da Bolsa
3 Igreja de São Francisco
4 Igreja and Torre dos Clérigos
5 Cais da Ribeira
6 Casa da Música
7 Jardins de Palácio de Cristal
8 Serralves
9 Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis
0 Estação de São Bento
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EXPLORE THE
HIGHLIGHTS
There are some sights in Porto you simply shouldn’t miss, and it’s these attractions that make the Top 10. Discover what makes each one a must-see on the following pages.
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1
SÉ DO PORTO
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Terreiro da Sé # . Opening times April to October: 9am to 6:30pm daily; November to March: 9am to 5:30pm daily Apr–Oct: 9am–6:30pm daily; Nov–Mar: 9am–5:30pm daily ¢ . Closing times Easter and 25 December Easter & 25 Dec ∑ . Website. diocese-porto.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
At the heart of Porto’s historic centre sprawls one of the city’s oldest structures, the magnificent Sé. Built by Portugal’s first king, the Sé is still the seat of Porto’s bishop, the word deriving from the Portuguese for “bishop’s seat”. From its perch on a hill, the Sé offers some of the best views of Porto and its surroundings.
Sé do Porto Site Plan
1 Nave
The sheer height of the Sé is most apparent from within its narrow Romanesque nave, which is covered by gorgeous barrel vaulting. The interior walls are comparatively plain, adding to the dramatic effect.
The cathedral’s nave
2 Main Altar
The cathedral’s main altar saw the grand, royal wedding of Dom João I to Philippa of Lancaster as well as the baptism of Infante Dom Henrique. Look out for the gilded wood carvings with spiral columns, very much a Baroque masterpiece.
3 Cloister
Requiring a small – but justified – entry fee, the Gothic cloister was built during the reign of Dom João I. The intricate blue-and-white azulejo tiles that decorate the walls were designed by a Portuguese artist Valentim de Almeida in 1730. They depict stories from the epic narrative poem Metamorphoses by Roman poet Ovid, as well as those from the life of the Virgin Mary.
The cathedral’s cloister with its striking azulejos
4 Chapel of João Gordo
Interesting reliefs of the 12 apostles decorate the walls of the tomb of João Gordo, who was a Knight Hospitaller – a member of the Order of Knights of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem. His figure decorates the top of the sarcophagus.
5 Chapter Room
Beautiful azulejos adorn the walls, while intricately painted panels decorate the ceiling of the chapter room. The granite staircase leading to the room was added by the Italian architect Nicolau Nasoni, whose work can be seen around Porto.
The chapter room inside the cathedral
6 Treasury
Glittering gold and silver treasures, priests’ gowns and some of the first printed books are on display in the treasury. Portugal plundered much of its gold and silver from its colonies in South America and most of it was spent decorating the country’s churches.
7 Rose Window
Impossible to miss is the pretty stained-glass rose window above the organ pipes and Baroque-style main portal of the cathedral. Crenellations such as those found above the window are a feature more often associated with fortified buildings.
The beautiful 13th-century rose window
8 Lateral Loggia
In 1736, architect Nicolau Nasoni added the Baroque loggia to the northern lateral section of the cathedral. It is decorated with azulejos, in keeping with the style of that period.
9 North Tower
This is the bell tower to the left of the main portal. A worn bas-relief depicting a 14th-century merchant ship is a reminder of Porto’s maritime past.
10 Terreiro da Sé
Due to its elevated position, the terrace in front of the cathedral boasts magnificent, far-reaching views across the city – it is also a great place to take in the building’s austere façade.
The Terreiro da Sé
EAT
Indulge in a hearty lunch with a delicious glass of wine at the cosy riverside Taberna dos Mercadores, known for its great vibes and local food.
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PALÁCIO DA BOLSA
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Ferreira Borges # . Opening times 9am to 6:30pm daily 9am–6:30pm daily ∑ . Website. palaciodabolsa.com & . Admission charge applicable. / . Guided Tour Available.
The stone exterior of this former stock exchange building gives no hint as to the opulence awaiting inside. In stark contrast, the interior of the building is a riot of wealth, colour and extravagance. It was constructed to encourage rich traders to invest in the city – and the wealth of 19th-century Porto is on full display throughout the building.
Palácio da Bolsa Floorplan
1 Court Room
As the name implies, this room was once the home of Portuguese tribunals and commercial business. Its woodwork and ceiling frescoes are illuminated by the light that floods through the monumental windows. The grand windows were returned to their former glory during an extensive restoration programme between 2007 and 2014.
Court Room in the Palácio da Bolsa
2 Portrait Room
The cube-like pattern of the wooden floor creates a brilliant three-dimensional optical illusion for those visiting the small, Louis XVI-style Portrait Room. The room is dedicated to six kings of the Portuguese House of Braganza – Portugal’s ruling dynasty from 1640 until the formation of the republic in 1910.
3 Nobel Staircase
This granite staircase, designed by Gustavo Adolfo Gonçalves e Sousa in 1868, is engraved with ornate decorative details. A skylight above provides ample natural light. The two original chandeliers that hang above the staircase are a reminder that this was one of the first buildings in Porto to have electricity.
4 Former Presidents’ Gallery
The converted office is dedicated to former presidents of the Porto Commercial Association, who still have their head-quarters here. Their portraits are proudly displayed in this room.
5 General Meeting Room
With a brilliant act of trickery, the architects used plaster to imitate real wood for the panels of this assembly room. They achieved an astonishingly realistic effect.
6 Arab Room
Gustavo Adolfo Gonçalves de Sousa designed and built this mesmerizing room – easily the highlight of the palace. Its construction took 18 years to complete, starting in 1862. He was inspired by the Alhambra in Granada, as can be seen in the Islamic motifs and shapes.
Walls with Islamic motifs in the Arab Room
7 Gustave Eiffel’s Room
Gustave Eiffel visited the Palácio da Bolsa while he was making plans to build the Ponte Dona Maria Pia. This former study pays tribute to Eiffel, the pioneer of steel architecture.
8 Golden Room
This room is still used by the Commercial Association of Porto’s Board of Directors for meetings. The writing desks and cabinets sit beneath gilded stucco work on the ceiling.
9 Pátio das Nações
A glass dome covers the palace’s entrance hall, once the trading floor. On the walls, twenty coats of arms represent Portugal’s friendly and commercial trading partners.
The glass dome of the Pátio das Nações
EAT
The fabulous O Comercial restaurant in the Pátio das Nações courtyard serves traditional Portuguese fare with a modern twist – a delicious option.
10 Jury Room
Jurors gathered before a commercial court hearing in this elegant room. Portuguese painter Henrique Medina donated some paintings to the Porto Commercial Association and 12 are exhibited in this room.
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IGREJA DE SÃO FRANCISCO
F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Infante Dom Henrique # . Opening times April to September: 9am to 8pm daily; October to March: 9am to 7pm daily Apr–Sep: 9am–8pm daily; Oct–Mar: 9am–7pm daily ∑ . Website. ordemsaofranciscoporto.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
This glittering church is easily the city’s most impressive. It is one of the finest examples of Gothic architecture in Portugal and was declared a national monument in 1910. The lavish interior is filled with breathtaking talha dourada, gilded woodcarvings that occupy almost every surface.
Igreja de São Francisco Site Plan
1 Nave
The central aisle is like something out of a fairy tale. The immense amount of gold used by the master gilders is believed to weigh more than 400 kg (880 lb).
2 Main Altar
The main altar, backlit by tall windows, forms a dramatic focal point to the main chapel. The altarpieces are surrounded by gilded Solomonic columns and overlooked by sculptures of Franciscan monks from both sides of the apse.
3 Tree of Jesse
A multicoloured altarpiece depicting the genealogy of Christ is one of the most eye-catching segments of the interior. Teachings about the lineage of Christ were especially popular in the 18th century, appearing in various forms including stained glass, paintings and woodcarvings.
ARTWORKS IN THE CHURCH
The art in the church reflects the change in styles over time. The oldest piece of art in the interior, a statue of St Francis, dates from the 13th century, preserved from the earlier church on this site. The gilt woodwork on the walls is from the 18th century. Also from this period is one of the church’s most famous pieces of art, the “Tree of Jesse”, a wood carving that shows the family tree of Jesus.
4 Chapel of Saint John the Baptist
Portuguese architect Diogo de Castilho made the Capela São Baptista, also known as Capela da Família Carneiro, in the south transept arm. A carved portal opens onto a Baroque altar and a 16th-century painting of the baptism of Christ. The Manueline-style rib vaulted ceiling is of particular note.
5 Granite Statue of St Francis of Assisi
The polychrome granite sculpture of St Francis is located in a niche just on the right through the main entrance. Dating from the 13th century, it is one of the few pieces to have survived from the original church.
6 Wooden Carvings
Generously funded by donations from Porto’s wealthiest patrons, the interior of the church was lavishly decorated with extraordinary talha dourada during the 17th and 18th centuries. The elaborately carved and decorated wood covers almost every inch of the building’s interior.
Carved religious statues inside the church
The Baroque interior’s grand talha dourada
7 Rose Window
The west portal has been heavily altered over time and the only original Gothic feature on this side of the church is the beautiful rose window.
8 South Portal
Unlike the Baroque west façade, the south portal has, for the most part, retained its modest Gothic style. A triangular gable, adorned with a pentagram, can be seen above the Islamic-style decorative moulding of the portal.
9 Catacombs
The remains of some of the members of the Franciscan order are buried in the eerie catacombs in the crypt below the church. A macabre ossuary is visible below a grate in the floor in the corner.
Catacombs in church’s crypt
10 Museum
Spread over two floors, the museum in the nearby Dispatch House hosts permanent exhibitions on the Franciscan order and the history of Porto.
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IGREJA AND TORRE DOS CLÉRIGOS
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de São Filipe de Nery # . Opening times Hours vary, check website Hours vary, check website ∑ . Website. torredosclerigos.pt & . Admission charge applicable. / . Guided tour available.
Designed by Italian architect Nicolau Nasoni in the 1760s, the 76-m- (250-ft-) high Tower of the Clerics was the tallest building in Portugal at the time of construction, and today it remains a fantastic viewpoint over the city. The adjacent church was also designed by Nasoni; and was classified as a national monument in 1910.
Igreja and Torre dos Clérigos Site Plan
1 Façade
Decorated with shells and garlands, the church façade is one of the finest examples of Nasoni’s work. The stairway was completed in 1763, and the elongated lateral façades hint at the elliptical floorplan within – it is one of the first churches of its era in Porto with this design.
NICOLAU NASONI
Nicolau Nasoni (1692–1773) was an artist and architect known for his theatrical style. Born in San Giovanni Valdarno, Tuscany, he studied in Siena and painted frescoes in Rome and in Valletta’s cathedral, Malta, where he was commissioned by the Knights of St John. He moved to Porto in 1725, where he became one of the most influential figures in Portuguese Baroque and Rococo architecture.
The Baroque exterior of the church
2 Nave
The oval-shaped nave was an unusual design at the time. Its marble and granite walls are richly decorated with gilded wood carvings, but the highlight is the magnificent altarpiece.
3 Altarpiece
The Rococo-style polychrome marble altarpiece by Manuel dos Santos Porto features an effigy of Our Lady of the Assumption, the Brotherhood’s patron saint, at its centre. Statues of the Brotherhood’s other two patron saints – Peter ad Vincula and Philip Neri – are located on either side.
4 Dome
The coat of arms of the Brotherhood of the Clerics, for whom the church was built, sits in the centre of the dome above the soaring altarpiece. Natural light streams in through the circular windows behind, illuminating the oldest examples of gold carving in the church.
5 Pipe Organs
Two impressive Iberian pipe organs occupy opposing sides of the main chapel. Built between 1774 and 1779, they each took a total of five years to construct.
6 Crypt
Italian artist and architect Nicolau Nasoni designed the Igreja and Torre dos Clérigos, along with many other public buildings in the city, such as additions to the grand Sé do Porto and Igreja de Santo Ildefonso. He spent most of his life in Porto, and is buried here in the church’s crypt; the exact location of his grave is not known.
7 Capela da Lapa
Located underneath the church, this former mortuary was painstakingly restored along with the rest of the building in 2014. The Cruz da Cassoa, a marble cross with a painted form of the crucified Christ, was displayed here until the restoration began. It is now kept near the House of the Brotherhood.
8 Clérigos Museum
A fascinating collection of paintings, furniture, sculptures, religious artifacts and jewellery is housed in this small museum, located in the House of the Brotherhood which adjoins the church.
Artifacts on display at the Clérigos Museum
9 Stairs
A 360-degree panorama of Porto’s skyline and terracotta tiled rooftops more than makes up for a dizzying 225-step climb up the tower’s spiralling inner staircase.
10 Bells
The church bells’ melodic chimes can be heard throughout the city, and can be extremely loud for those who are climbing the narrow stairs inside the tower.
Admiring the city view from the bell tower
VIEW
One of the best places to contemplate the immense beauty of the magnificent nave is from the balcony located above the apse.
g TOP 10 HIGHLIGHTS g CONTENTS
5
CAIS DA RIBEIRA
Porto’s picture-perfect riverside walkway is a constant hive of activity. Brightly painted houses sit above bustling tabernas and tascas that spill out on to the promenade, where locals enjoy their nightly passeio (stroll) and buskers serenade the crowds. Above it all soars the enormous steel structure of the iconic Ponte Dom Luís I, granting fantastic views across the River Douro.
1 Igreja de Nossa Senhora da Vitória
This impressive Baroque-style church (see Igreja de Nossa Senhora da Vitória) has undergone multiple changes in its lifetime. Originally built in 1539, it underwent reconstruction following a fire in the 18th-century to make it the grand building it is today.
2 Ponte Dom Luís I
It seems unfair that the avenue below this iron bridge is named after Gustave Eiffel, while its actual architect, his partner Theophil Seyrig, is almost forgotten. Seyrig’s bridge, however, is his monument, and as much a symbol of Porto as Eiffel’s eponymous tower is of Paris.
TOP TIP
Head to the area in the evening to enjoy sunset views and the buskers’ live music.
3 Barco Rabelo River Trips
Douro boat tours allow visitors the chance to view the city and its bridges from a new perspective. The six bridges cruise is one of the most popular. Book ahead during summer.
PORTO’S SIX BRIDGES
The Ponte Dona Maria Pia, designed by Gustave Eiffel and built in 1877, was the city’s first official crossing of the River Douro. The Ponte Dom Luís I that looms over the Cais da Ribeira remains one of the city’s most iconic landmarks. Less notable are the more modern Freixo and Infante Dom Henrique bridges. For a unique experience climb the 1963 Ponte da Arrábida (see Porto Bridge Climb).
4 Alminhas da Ponte
This bronze relief by sculptor António Teixeira Lopes pays tribute to those who lost their lives when the Barcas bridge, formed by 20 tied barges, collapsed as thousands fled Napoleon’s troops in 1809.
5 Casa do Infante
According to legend, this townhouse was the birthplace of Infante Dom Henrique, known as the Navigator, son of Dom João I. Today, it is a small museum.
6 Elevador da Ribeira
The Elevador da Ribeira, also known as the Ascensor da Ribeira, carries weary pedestrians to the middle slope of Ribeira for some impressive views of the River Douro. President Soares opened it in 1994.
7 Monumento ao Duque da Ribeira
This monument honours local boatman Duque da Ribeira who saved many from drowning in the river during the Barcas bridge disaster.
Enjoying a drink along the Ribeira
8 Rua da Fonte Taurina
To the west of the Praça da Ribeira, this narrow street claims to be one of the oldest in Porto. Lined with bars and restaurants, it is a vibrant part of the city, and a great lunch spot.
9 Pilares da Antiga Ponte Pensil
Not far from the iconic Ponte Dom Luís I, the remnants of the old suspension bridge that once connected Ribeira and Vila Nova de Gaia between 1842 and 1887 can still be seen.
10 Praça da Ribeira
Two fountains occupy this square. The modern Fonte do Cubo, designed by José Rodrigues in 1970, sits in the centre, while the 18th-century Fonte Ribeira next to it is dedicated to São João, the patron saint of Porto.
The monumental exterior of the Fonte Ribeira
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CASA DA MÚSICA
Google Map D1 ⌂ Address or Location. Avenida da Boavista 604–610 # . Opening times 9:30am to 6pm daily 9:30am–6pm daily ∑ . Website. casadamusica.com & . Admission charge applicable.
The jewel in the Boavista neighbourhood’s glittering crown is the futuristic Casa da Música. Designed by Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas, the building, a blend of Dutch and Portuguese styles, was completed in 2005 and became one of the most iconic in the city. Home to the Orquestra Sinfónica do Porto, this is now Porto’s major concert hall.
Postmodern façade of Casa da Música
1 Exterior
In the middle of a vast, modern plaza, a wide, metal staircase leads up into the white asymmetrical polyhedron building. The whole look is completed with modern materials such as Nordic plywood, double-curved glass and white concrete.
2 Sala Suggia
The 1,300-seat auditorium was named after Porto cellist, Guilhermina Suggia. The gold pattern on the walls pays homage to the gilded wood typical of Portuguese churches. The huge glass walls mean concerts can be played in natural light.
The Sala Suggia auditorium
3 Pipe Organs
The building incorporates elements of the past into its modern structure. The two model pipe organs in the main auditorium strike a harmonious chord between Porto’s past and present.
4 East Foyer
With its 17-m (56-ft) ceiling, this vast open space fosters an important connection between the building’s interior and the outside world. Not only does it allow natural light to travel into the Sala Suggia, the Casa da Música’s main concert hall, it also encourages passers-by in Rotunda da Boavista to look into the main auditorium when concerts are taking place.
5 Sala 2
Designed for many uses, the second-largest auditorium can hold 300 seated or 650 standing guests. The space is totally flexible, and it can be adapted to suit all manner of performances. The walls and the ceiling are covered in plywood dipped in red paint.
TOP TIP
Ticket prices are the same no matter where you sit in the auditorium.
6 VIP Room
Portuguese and Dutch culture converge in this space. Blue-and-white azulejos, inspired by Portuguese and Dutch traditions, cover the walls, depicting Infante Dom Henrique and scenes from the 1415 conquest of Ceuta. The floor-to-ceiling windows offer spectacular views across the city.
Portuguese azulejo tiles lining the VIP Room
7 Terrace Room
A large skylight dominates this versatile room. The acoustics are not ideal for concerts, so the large room is mostly used for press conferences and events.
8 Cibermúsica
The walls on one side of this room are covered with rubber and polyurethane foam and concrete on the other, which creates a unique dual acoustic effect, enhancing the listener’s experience. An internal window allows visitors to see the stage in the main hall from a different perspective.
9 Restaurante Casa da Música
# . Opening times 12:30pm to 3pm and 7:30pm to 11pm from Monday to Thursday, 7:30pm to midnight Friday and Saturday 12:30–3pm & 7:30–11pm Mon–Thu, 7:30pm–midnight Fri & Sat
The terrace of the Casa da Música’s seventh-floor restaurant (often hosting live music) has fabulous views of the Jardim da Rotunda Boavista and the entire city.
10 Roof Terrace
Decorated with black-and-white tiles, this stunning terrace is cleverly cut out of the Casa da Música’s roofline. Adding to its appeal, the sloping walls grant far-reaching views across the city.
A CULTURAL LANDMARK
To celebrate Porto’s year as European Capital of Culture in 2001, the city authorities launched a competition for a new cultural centre that would befit the title. Rem Koolhaas submitted a design that had originally been commissioned for a private family home. That project was later abandoned, leaving him with a design that he enlarged and modified for the competition. The concert hall opened its doors in 2005, and it soon became a key cultural landmark.
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JARDINS DO PALÁCIO DE CRISTAL
Google Map D3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Dom Manuel II § . Telephone. two two five. three two zero. zero eight zero. 225 320 080
Designed in the 19th century by the German landscape architect Émile David, this well-loved green space, with its tree-lined paths, tranquil ponds, colourful flora and patchwork of small, landscaped gardens, are the perfect escape from city life. Even better, terraced gardens carved into the hillside offer some of the best views in the city.
Landscaped garden of the Palácio de Cristal
1 Avenida das Tílias
Stretching from the Municipal Gallery to the Carlos Alberto Chapel, the park’s main avenue is a great place to start and end your visit. The benches along the middle are an inviting spot for weary legs.
2 Municipal Gallery
Google Map # . Opening times 10am to 6pm from Tuesday to Sunday 10am–6pm Tue–Sun ¢ . Closing times Public holidays. Public hols
The large building near the main entrance hosts contemporary art exhibitions, workshops and events. There is also a library and a café here for a quick bite or drink.
3 Quatro Estações
The “Four Seasons” is a well-manicured round garden with fountains near the main pavilion. It features a statue for each season: Primavera, Verão, Outono and Inverno (spring, summer, autumn and winter).
4 Pavilhão Rosa Mota
Named after the Olympic marathon runner, the Pavilhão Rosa Mota replaced the original iron-and-glass Palácio de Cristal. Over the years it has hosted many important sporting events and concerts.
The distinctive dome of the Pavilhão Rosa Mota
5 Miradouros
There are many lookout points from which to take in the stunning vistas towards Vila Nova de Gaia. The high vantage points on the south side reveal great river views of the Ponte da Arrábida and Foz do Douro.
EAT
The nearby Restaurante O Caseirinho down by the river’s edge has tasty Portuguese fare. It also offers great views of Ponte da Arrábida.
6 Gardens
Google Map # . Opening times April to September: 8am to 9pm daily; October to March: 10am to 7pm daily Apr–Sep: 8am–9pm daily; Oct–Mar: 10am–7pm daily
Tumbling down the terraced slopes are myriad themed gardens. From sculpture gardens to tree-lined avenues, there are many great spots to admire the wonderful views.
A stone sculpture in the garden
7 Carlos Alberto Chapel
This chapel is dedicated to the King of Piedmont and Sardinia who died in exile in Porto. After his death in 1848, his sister had this chapel built in his honour.
The entrance to the Carlos Alberto Chapel
8 Casa do Roseiral
This yellow building overlooking the river is the official residence of the mayors of Porto. Today, however, it is only used for events.
9 Museu da Cidade - Extensão do Romantismo
Google Map ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Entre-Quintas 220 # . Opening times 10am to 5:30pm from Tuesday to Sunday 10am–5:30pm Tue–Sun & . Admission charge applicable.
Once the summer house of port wine baron António Ferreira Pinto Basto, the Quinta da Macieirinha now displays period furniture and artifacts.
10 Concha Acústica
For the majority of the year the bandstand’s Art Nouveau structure resembles an empty shell, but in the summer it bursts into life as the location for classical concerts and live music.
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SERRALVES
Google Map R3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua D João de Castro 210 # . Opening times April to September: 10am to 7pm daily (to 8pm Saturday and Sunday); October to March: 10am to 6pm daily (to 7pm Saturday and Sunday). Apr–Sep: 10am–7pm daily (to 8pm Sat & Sun); Oct–Mar: 10am–6pm daily (to 7pm Sat & Sun) ¢ . Closing times 1 January and 25 December 1 Jan & 25 Dec ∑ . Website. serralves.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
Serralves, a Portuguese National Monument and beloved cultural institution, encompasses an Art Deco villa, a contemporary art museum and 18 ha (44 acres) of gardens, which feature a treasure trove of beautiful architecture and exciting artworks. Porto architect Álvaro Siza Vieira designed the museum in 1911 in his signature Modernist style.
Fountain in the park at Serralves
1 Museu de Serralves
Opened in 1999, this contemporary art museum specializes in artwork from the 1960s to the present day. There are also several temporary exhibitions held throughout the year.
Quiet corner in the museum courtyard
2 Casa de Serralves
Built between 1925 and 1944, the Casa de Serralves, a distinctive pink Art Deco villa, was the home of Carlos Alberto Cabral, second Count of Vizela. It is now an extension of the Museu de Serralves and displays exhibitions throughout the year.
3 Parque de Serralves
The parkland that surrounds the museum and villa comprises numerous distinctive sections. These include interconnected gardens, such as the Rose Garden and Camellia Garden, a treetop walk, and a traditional farm. A formal garden, featuring lawns, flower beds and sloping waterfalls, stretches 500 m (1,640 ft) towards the Douro river, and ends with a stairway to a small lake called “The Romantic Lake”.
VIEW
Head up to the museum’s upper floor and take a stroll to the Esplanade, which has a great view over the gardens.
4 Álvaro Siza Wing
In 2023, the museum opened a new wing, designed by and named after Álvaro Siza Vieira. Exhibits here highlight sections of Serralves’ permanent collection, with a focus on Siza Vieira’s work and the world of Portuguese contemporary architecture.
5 Casa do Cinema Manoel de Oliveira
Disused garages were converted into this auditorium and research space in 2019. The cinema, named after the lauded Portuguese screenwriter and director, showcases independent film.
6 Chapel
Cabral, the second Count of Vizela, inherited the property from his father on the condition that the 19th-century chapel be kept and maintained. Its new Art Deco exterior complements the villa perfectly.
7 Library
The library has a great collection of about 35,000 titles on a variety of topics, including contemporary art, landscape gardening and photography.
Beautiful interior of the library
8 Bookshop
Specializing in books on contemporary artists, this shop also sells postcards, prints, and in-house publications related to the ongoing exhibitions, covering a wide range of topics including architecture, design, photography, dance, performing arts, fine art and cinema. There is also a good selection for children.
9 Serralves em Festa
∑ . Website. serralvesemfesta.com
This is the biggest contemporary art festival in Portugal, attracting thousands of visitors every year in summer, around early June. Activities and events, including music, contemporary dance, film, architecture and theatre, take place around the grounds of the complex.
10 Weekend Workshops
Regular workshops allow children and adults to get creative in an inspirational setting. Check online to find upcoming sessions.
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Parque de Serralves Sculptures
1. Plantoir
As if plonked in the ground by a giant, this enormous 7-m (23-ft) sculpture of a garden trowel stands tall in the Serralves Sculpture Park. It was created in 2001 by sculptors Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen.
2. The Curious Vortex
Designed by Icelandic–Danish artist Olafur Eliasson, this large stainless-steel sculpture (2019) compares the swirling movements of a vortex to the thought-provoking rotating exhibits of a museum.
3. Travessia
Portuguese sculptor Rui Chafes created this iron and concrete sculpture, resembling a cocoon in metamorphosis, to sit under the park’s Levada Walk in 2022.
4. Para o Porto
These minimalist iron sculptures by German contemporary artist Veit Strattman were initially displayed at the Palácio de Cristal, before moving to Serralves in 2005. The simple shapes are intended to resemble urban furniture that passers-by can interact with.
5. Sky Mirror
Anish Kapoor’s Sky Mirror is located in the Sundial Garden. The concave dish of polished stainless steel provides a reflection of the visitors and its surroundings. The British-Indian artist collaborated with physicists to achieve the best optical effect.
6. Double Exposure
American artist Dan Graham created this triangular-based pavilion. In it, he offers multiple perspectives on the same subject using mirrors, glass and coloured transparencies.
7. Walking is Measuring
American artist Richard Serra chose the precise location of his huge steel sculptures within the park himself. Walking is Measuring consists of two imposing rectangular steel panels situated between a line of trees and the original wall that surrounds the grounds of the park, dividing it from the street.
8. Para uma Cidade Nova
Ninety-four trees, four slate benches and a table with a fountain make up this huge installation, and human interaction is required to complete the artwork. German-American sculptor, Maria Nordman created it in 2001 when Porto became the European Capital of Culture.
9. Um Jardim Catóptrico
Multidisciplinary Portuguese artist Ângelo de Sousa dreamt up this little hide-and-seek game in 2002. Featuring 11 vertically installed mirrors, it reflects the landscape of the park and people passing by.
10. La Baigneuse Drapée (La Seine)
Artist Aristide Maillol was known for his classically inspired sculptures, and his work has proven highly influential. This work illustrates his stereotype of the Mediterranean beauty.
La Baigneuse Drapée by Aristide Maillol
ÁLVARO SIZA VIEIRA
Renowned architect Álvaro Siza Vieira
Born in 1933 just north of the city, Álvaro Siza Vieira studied architecture at the University of Porto. As a contemporary architect he worked on numerous projects around Portugal as well as abroad, though the Museu de Serralves is one of his best-known works, with its clever design connecting it to the surrounding landscape. Nine years after founding his own practice he was commissioned for the renovation of the Boa Nova Tea House (1956) in Matosinhos, which looks as if it is carved directly into the rocks overlooking the Atlantic. In the 1970s, he designed the Bairro da Bouça social housing complex, and then the university’s Faculty of Architecture in the 1980s. In 1992, Vieira won the prestigious Pritzker Prize for a renovation project in Lisbon, but Porto was always his main focus, and his work is visible in many buildings across the city. In 2023, he completed a new wing of Serralves and in 2024 a refurbished viewpoint in central Portugal. A recent docmentary, titled Siza, serves as a tribute to his global architectural legacy.
Boa Nova Tea House in Matosinhos on a cliff overlooking the sea
TOP 10
INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS BY ÁLVARO SIZA VIEIRA
1. International Design Museum of China, Hangzhou, China
2. Church of Saint Jacques de la Lande, France
3. Serpentine Pavilion (2005), London, UK
4. Mimesis Art Museum, Paju, South Korea
5. Bonjour Tristesse apartment building, Berlin, Germany
6. Auditorium Theatre of Llinars del Vallès, Barcelona, Spain
7. Tower block, 611 West 56th Street, New York City, USA
8. Office building for Shihlien Chemical Industrial Jiangsu, China
9. Auditorium for the Universidad del País Vasco, Bilbao, Spain
10. Art pavilion for Saya Park, Gyeongsangbuk-do, South Korea
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MUSEU NACIONAL SOARES DOS REIS
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua D Manuel II 44 # . Opening times 10am to 6pm from Tuesday to Sunday 10am–6pm Tue–Sun ¢ . Closing times Public holidays Public hols ∑ . Website. museusoaresdosreis.gov.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
The works of Porto-born sculptor António Soares dos Reis form the core of this fascinating collection in the Palácio dos Carrancas. Established to house treasures of religious art from foundations that had been dissolved during the anticlerical fervour of the early 19th century, the museum now displays pieces from the 16th to the 20th centuries.
1 Neo-Classical Façade
The red sandstone façade of the museum was designed by Joaquim da Costa Lima Sampaio. With its arched windows, imposing portico and roof studded with stone urns above a crimson stuccoed second storey, it is typical of a wave of Neo-Classical buildings constructed in Porto around the 19th century.
Red sandstone exterior of the museum
2 Painting Collection
Paintings by the Porto artists António Carvalho da Silva Porto (1850–93) and João Joaquim Marques da Silva Oliveira (1853–1927) are among the gems of the museum’s collection of 2,500 works of art, some dating all the way back to the 16th century. Their Naturalist works heralded a new era in Portuguese art.
DRINK
Have a cocktail while enjoying the views from the terrace of the Digby Restaurante Bar, located just around the corner.
3 Gold and Silverware
Glittering pieces of gold and silverwork catch the eye here. The oldest include church silverware dating from the 15th century, complemented by items from the old royal treasury. Much of the precious metal was taken from Portugal’s colonies in the Americas.
4 O Desterrado
The Outcast, sculpted from Carrara marble, is regarded as Soares dos Reis’s finest work. Its fusion of Romantic and Realist influences caused an artistic furore in Portugal when it was unveiled to the public.
5 Furniture Collection
A vast, Gothic-inspired oak pulpit from the 16th century is the most important exhibit in this collection. It also includes pieces reflecting the influences of Portugal’s empire.
Namban screen in the furniture collection
6 Jewellery
Pieces of gorgeous 18th- and 19th-century episcopal jewellery from the treasury of the palace of the Bishop of Porto feature in this collection. The opulent jewels are reminders of the wealth of the Portuguese church following Portugal’s exploitation of the Americas.
7 Ceramics
Graceful Chinese porcelain dating from as early as the 16th century demonstrates how Portuguese artisans in Porto, Gaia and Viana do Castelo were influenced by Asian ceramicists.
Exquisite Chinese porcelain
8 Sculptures
The museum’s extensive sculpture collection spans more than 1,000 years. On display are pieces from the Roman era through the Middle Ages to the Classical-Realist masterpieces of António Soares dos Reis, regarded as ground-breaking at the time and still celebrated to this day.
ANTÓNIO SOARES DOS REIS
The leading name in Portuguese Realist sculpture, António Soares dos Reis was born in Vila Nova de Gaia in 1847. He studied at the Portuguese Academy of Fine Arts, the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris and in Rome, where he completed his most famous work O Desterrado. Upon his return to Porto he was already a recognized artist, earning himself a place as a professor of the Academy of Fine Arts in 1881. Sadly, he struggled with mental health issues and died by suicide in 1889, aged just 42.
9 Textiles
Beautifully crafted church hangings from religious institutions that were dissolved in the Liberal Revolution, as well as lace quilts and tapestries, are shown in this collection.
10 Glassware
Some glittering examples of fine 19th-century glasswork are displayed in this gallery, which celebrates an industry that went on to become an important part of the Portuguese economy and a source of national pride.
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ESTAÇÃO DE SÃO BENTO
F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça Almeida Garrett # . Opening times Hours vary, check website Hours vary, check website ∑ . Website. cp.pt/en/Stations/Porto-Sao-Bento
Perhaps one of the most beautiful transport hubs in the world, the Estação de São Bento is testament to Porto’s ability to mix beauty with function. Located in the city’s historic centre, the station is one of the best places to admire beautiful azulejo tiles, here used to stunning effect in grand murals.
1 The Architecture
Located in the heart of the historic centre, the station makes a grand impression with its towering stonework façade. The U-shaped building was originally envisioned by Porto architect José Marques da Silva in 1896.
2 The Artist
Painter Jorge Colaço (1862–1942) was tasked with designing the tiles at São Bento. Born in Tangier to a Portuguese diplomat, he studied art in Madrid and Paris and later settled in Portugal. His work – over 1,000 tiled-panels – is found all over the country, including in Porto’s many churches.
3 Conquest of Ceuta
Of the many azulejo-tiled scenes in the station, one of the grandest is the Conquest of Ceuta (Conquista de Ceuta), a depiction of Portugal’s invasion of the Moroccan city in 1415. Led by Infante Dom Henrique, the takeover signalled the start of the Age of Exploration and efforts to expand by the empire of Portugal.
Tiles depicting the Conquest of Ceuta
TOP TIP
Explore Porto without your luggage in tow by leaving it in the station’s locked storage units.
4 Battle of Valdevez
A battle between knights from Portugal and Leon is shown on one of the top panels, the Torneio de Arcos de Valdevez. It depicts a tournament that took place in 1140, in which Portugal came out as the victor. After the fighting, an armistice was signed between the kingdoms.
5 General Motifs
In addition to history, the azulejos also explore themes that include a chronology of transportation, scenes of rural work and traditional Portuguese customs.
Azulejos adorning the walls of the station concourse
6 Time Out Market
F4 # . Opening times 10am to midnight daily 10am–midnight daily ∑ . Website. timeoutmarket.com/porto
After a successful decade in the capital, the Time Out Market launched a new outpost in Porto in May 2024. Occupying the station’s south wing, this gourmet food hall has various stalls curated by local chefs such as Ricardo Costa of the Michelin-star restaurant The Yeatman.
7 Ghost Stories
The station is on the grounds of the former Convento de São Bento de Ave-Maria, a 16th-century convent. The last nun of the order died in 1892, more than 50 years after the extinction of the religious orders in Portugal. Some whisper that her ghost still restlessly wanders the station’s corridors.
8 The Passenger Hostel
∑ . Website. thepassengerhostel.com
Occupying the very top floor of the station with panoramic windows facing the tracks is the Passenger Hostel. Visitors can spend the night in this Green Key-awarded sustainable hostel, choosing between dorms and private rooms. You will be guaranteed to never miss your train.
9 Scenic Train Rides
Connecting Porto to the Douro Valley, São Bento is the perfect starting point for a scenic train ride. You can take the regular regional train, hop aboard a period accurate 1940s carriage with the MiraDouro line or enjoy seasonal trips like the almond blossom circuit or the Presidential Train, the locomotive once owned by the Portuguese royal family and used by various heads of state.
EAT
At Jeronymo coffee shop, have a quick espresso at the bar or enjoy one of their delicious pastries at a table while taking in the station’s bustle.
10 Linha do Minho
It’s possible to reach Spain from São Bento station by taking the Linha do Minho. The route ends in Valença, and from there you can take the train up to Vigo. You’ll pass by Viana do Castelo, a coastal town home to a stunning Neo-Byzantine sanctuary.
The exterior of the station alight in the evening
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ARCHITECTURAL HIGHLIGHTS
1 Depósito de Materiais da Fábrica das Devesas
F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de José Falcão 199
Established by António de Almeida Costa, founder of the former ceramic factory Cerâmica das Devesas, this 1901 former warehouse building stands out with its Neo-Arabesque tile façade and horseshoe-style window frames. It now houses the popular cocktail bar Torto (linktr.ee/torto.porto) and a coworking space run by the hotel chain Selina.
2 Paço Episcopal
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Terreiro da Sé # . Opening times 9am to 1:30pm and 2pm to 5:30pm from Monday to Saturday 9am–1:30pm & 2–5:30pm Mon–Sat ∑ . Website. diocese-porto.pt
Traces of this episcopal palace’s original 13th-century architecture still remain, but most of what can be seen today is the result of a major Baroque redesign in the 18th century, probably by Nicolau Nasoni.
3 Serralves
Several buildings and sculptures occupy the grounds of the landscaped Parque de Serralves. Art Deco fans will be charmed by the elegant proportions of the grand Casa de Serralves, reimagined by French architect Charles Siclis for Count Carlos Alberto Cabral on the grounds of his family’s summer home. It contrasts with Álvaro Siza’s sleekly minimalist design for the Museu de Serralves.
4 Estação de São Bento
Porto’s São Bento station (see Estação de São Bento), which opened in 1916, is ornamented with azulejo tiles created by ceramic artist Jorge Colaço. The granite structure, in functional French style, contrasts with the white stucco and blue-tiled exteriors of the historic centre.
5 Teatro Nacional São João
Google Map G4 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça de Batalha # . Opening times 2:30pm to 7pm from Tuesday to Saturday 2:30–7pm Tue–Sat & . Admission charge applicable.
Porto architect José Marques da Silva won the tender in 1910 to build a new theatre on the site of the Teatro do Príncipe, which burned down in 1908. The result was this stolid edifice, which opened in 1920. It is open on Sundays for performances and exhibitions only.
6 Casa da Música
Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas’s white temple of culture (see Casa da Música), designed in his trademark angular style, is the epitome of 21st-century Modernism. From curved glass to wooden walls, the materials used to construct the interior have been selected, not only to look good, but to fit the building’s purpose – even the chairs have been specially designed so as not to impede the perfect acoustic balance.
7 Livraria Lello
Livraria Lello is a Porto institution and a work of art in its own right. Xavier Esteves, its designer, fused Neo-Gothic and Art Nouveau influences to create its elaborate façade, and an interior dominated by stained glass and a bright-red spiral staircase.
Fabulous Art Deco interior of Livraria Lello
8 Centro Português de Fotografia
This forbidding structure (see Centro Português de Fotografia), built in 1767, looms in the heart of Porto’s old Jewish quarter. The original gates are still in place, and stone-walled cells now house exhibitions and displays of the museum’s fascinating collection of bygone photographic equipment, paraphernalia and vintage prints.
9 Majestic Café
Portugal’s grandest café (see Majestic Café) has a glittering Belle Époque interior, elaborate marble carving and huge ornate windows. Designed by local architect João Queiroz, it opened in 1921. It was given a major facelift between 1992 and 1994 to restore it to its former glory.
10 Ponte Dona Maria Pia
Google Map H5 ⌂ Address or Location. Avenida de Gustave Eiffel
The spectacular 350-m (1,160-ft) wrought-iron span of this bridge over the Douro, engineered by Gustave Eiffel, was the world’s longest single arch bridge when it opened in 1877. It no longer carries trains and is not open to pedestrians or vehicles.
Parabolic arch of the Ponte Dona Maria Pia
TOP 10
CHURCHES
1. Igreja de Santo Ildefonso
Google Map
The tiled exterior of Santo Ildefonso is dazzling, but also surprisingly recent – it was added in 1932.
2. Igreja de São Francisco
Google Map
This church’s (see Igreja de São Francisco) 14th-century exterior gives little hint of its gold-encrusted interior. Beneath is a winding labyrinth of catacombs.
3. Igreja do Corpo Santo de Massarelos
Google Map D4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Adro 2B # . Opening times April to September: 10am to noon and 2pm to 6pm daily; October to March: 2pm to 6pm daily Apr–Sep: 10am–noon & 2–6pm daily; Oct–Mar: 2–6pm daily
This modest church has an illustrious history and is adorned with maritime themed tile paintings.
4. Igreja do Carmo
Beautiful azulejo panels cover one of the outside walls of this church (see Igrejas dos Carmelitas e do Carmo).
5. Igreja de São Pedro de Miragaia
Google Map
Crammed with gilded woodwork, the chapel here (see Igreja de São Pedro de Miragaia) is a fusion of Rococo and other styles.
6. Igreja dos Clérigos
Google Map
The 75-m (246-ft) tower of this hilltop church (see Igreja and Torre dos Clérigos) is one of the tallest in the city.
7. Igreja de Santa Clara
Google Map
Behind this church’s (see Igreja de Santa Clara) unadorned exterior is an interior that is a riot of carved, painted and gilded woodwork.
8. Capela das Almas
Google Map G3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Santa Catarina # . Opening times 7:30am to 6pm from Monday to Friday, 7:30am to 12:30pm and 6pm to 7:30pm Saturday and Sunday 7:30am–6pm Mon–Fri, 7:30am–12:30pm & 6–7:30pm Sat & Sun
Also called the Capela de Santa Catarina, this ornate chapel is covered in 20th-century azulejo tilework.
9. Sé do Porto
Google Map
Vivid azulejos,14th-century cloisters, a graceful 17th-century stairway and an array of paintings are among the highlights at this hilltop cathedral (see Sé do Porto).
10. Igreja de Nossa Senhora da Vitória
Google Map
Damaged during the Siege of Porto and again by fire in 1874, this church (see Igreja de Nossa Senhora da Vitória) has a fine Rococo interior.
g TOP 10 OF EVERYTHING g CONTENTS
PORTO’S AZULEJOS
1 Estação de São Bento
Artist Jorge Colaço’s depiction of secular subjects can be seen on the exterior of Porto’s grand São Bento station and within its central hall. Here, Colaço created colourful images from seminal moments in Portugal’s history, such as the visit of Dom João I in 1387 and the conquest of Ceuta in 1415.
2 Igreja de São Pedro de Miragaia
The simple geometric tilework on the plain frontage of this church (see Igreja de São Pedro de Miragaia), dedicated to the patron saint of fishers, was added in the 19th century and contrasts sharply with the more elaborate azulejo façades of many of Porto’s historic buildings. Its exterior gives little hint of the riot of gilt and carving within.
3 Igreja de Santo Ildefonso
The immaculate tilework that adorns the exterior of this church (see Igreja de Santo Ildefonso) was created by Jorge Colaço in 1932. Using around 11,000 tiles, the display features scenes from the life of Santo Ildefonso (St Ildefonsus), the 7th-century Visigothic bishop of Toledo.
4 Sé do Porto
The walls of the Gothic cloister and the Baroque loggia of Porto’s spectacular cathedral (see Sé do Porto) are graced with intricately designed azulejos, which depict scenes from the Song of Solomon and the life of the Virgin Mary. They are the work of 18th-century ceramicists Valentim de Almeida and António Vidal.
Iconic azulejos at the Sé do Porto
5 Igreja do Carmo
Completely covered in vivid tiled panels created by Silvestre Silvestri and depicting Nossa Senhora (the Virgin Mary), the façade of this 18th-century church (see Igrejas dos Carmelitas e do Carmo) features some of Porto’s most spectacular azulejo tilework. The tiles on the east wall show scenes of the founding of the Carmelite order in the Holy Land.
6 Casa da Música
Rem Koolhaas’s angular white building is the perfect setting for the luminescent blue tiles of the Casa da Música’s VIP Room, created by the architect in homage to the Portuguese and Dutch ceramicists of the 16th century.
7 A Pérola do Bolhão
Google Map G3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Formosa 279 # . Opening times 9am to 7pm from Monday to Friday, 9am to 1pm on Saturday 9am–7pm Mon–Fri, 9am–1pm Sat
The Art Nouveau façade of this vintage grocery store is decorated with multicoloured tile portraits of Indian and African women. They symbolize the tea and coffee imported from across Portugal’s colonial empire and purveyed here to the people of Porto since 1917.
Entrance to the A Pérola do Bolhão
8 Capela das Almas
Added in 1929 by artist Eduardo Leite, the elaborate tiles on the façade of the Capela das Almas, also known as the Capela de Santa Catarina, show the martyrdom of St Catherine, executed on a wheel in the 4th century (so giving her name to the popular firework), as well as scenes from the life and death of St Francis of Assisi.
9 Ribeira Negra Panel
This contemporary work (see Ribeira Negra Panel) is a 1987 creation by Júlio Resende. It adorns the entrance to the Túnel da Ribeira and celebrates the lives and hardships of Porto’s riverside communities.
10 Banco de Materiais
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça Carlos Alberto 71 ∑ . Website. museudoporto.pt
The “Bank of Materials” is an initiative by the city government to display and sell beautifully coloured tiles with the aim of helping owners to conserve homes and shops.
TOP 10
AZULEJO ARTISTS
1. António Vidal Rifarto
The azulejos in the Sé’s chapter room are credited to this Coimbra-born artist.
2. Marcal de Matos
The 16th-century tile painter Marçal de Matos pioneered the use of the majolica technique in works such as Susannah and the Elders (1865).
3. António da Costa Lamego
This 19th-century Portuguese ceramic artist founded the Viúva Lamego tile factory in Lisbon in 1849, which produced tiles for the Capela das Almas.
4. Valentim de Almeida
The work of this artist adorns the cloister of the Sé and features pastoral scenes with Chinese influences.
5. António de Oliveira Bernardes
Considered to be the greatest master of narrative azulejo work, Oliveira Bernardes inspired many imitators.
6. Silvestre Silvestri
Silvestri’s tiles at Igreja do Carmo were made by crafts-people in Vila Nova de Gaia and depict the founding of the Carmelite order.
7. Carlos Branco
Branco collaborated with Silvestri on the decoration of the Igreja do Carmo, painting tiles to Silvestri’s designs.
8. Joana Vasconcelos
One of Portugal’s most famous contemporary artists, Vasconcelos is known for a colourful large-scale mural, which consists of 8,000 hand-painted azulejos.
9. Júlio Resende
This Porto painter developed a modern style of azulejo design, with his murals decorating numerous contemporary buildings.
10. Jorge Colaço
Best known for his large panels, Colaço depicted Romantic landscapes and scenes from Portuguese history.
Portuguese artist Jorge Colaço
g TOP 10 OF EVERYTHING g CONTENTS
MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES
1 Centro Português de Fotografia
Vintage cameras and photographic equipment are displayed on the upper floor of this former prison (see Centro Português de Fotografia). Cells serve as gallery rooms, displaying period black-and-white prints from the earliest days of photography as well as pieces by 21st-century image makers from all parts of the former Portuguese empire.
Browsing exhibits at Centro Português de Fotografia
2 Museu da Misericórdia do Porto
This museum (see Museu da Misericórdia do Porto) is dedicated to the work of the Santa Casa da Misericórdia, a 16th-century charitable foundation. A highlight is the enormous Renaissance masterpiece, Fons Vitae, attributed to Flemish artist Colijn de Coter.
Fons Vitae, Museu da Misericórdia do Porto
3 Museu do Carro Eléctrico
Porto presents the history of its electric trams – the Iberian Peninsula’s first form of public transport – at this museum (see Museu do Carro Eléctrico), with a collection of vintage vehicles that includes the city’s earliest tram. The Sociedade de Transportes Colectivos de Porto (Porto Public Transport Company) operates its heritage vehicles on routes 1, 18 and 22 in the city centre.
4 Galeria da Biodiversidade
Google Map B2 ⌂ Address or Location. Jardim Botânico do Porto, Rua do Campo Alegre 1191 # . Opening times 10am to 1pm and 2pm to 6pm from Tuesday to Sunday (last admission: 5:30pm). 10am–1pm & 2–6pm Tue–Sun (last adm: 5:30pm) & . Admission charge applicable.
Set within the Jardim Botânico do Porto (see Galeria da Biodiversidade), this gallery combines science and art in an interesting manner. It features interactive exhibits and multimedia installations that help visitors immerse themselves among various aspects of biodiversity, from ecosystems and species to genetic variations. The gallery underscores the importance of conserving biodiversity and an awareness of ecological interaction.
5 World of Discoveries
Pitched at families with young children, this museum (see World of Discoveries) tells of the voyages of Portuguese navigators such as Bartolomeu Dias, Vasco da Gama and Ferdinand Magellan, and their sponsor Infante Dom Henrique.
6 Museu dos Transportes e Comunicações
The vast halls of Porto’s old customs house, once replete with the cargo of up to 40 ships, are now a shrine to transport and trade (see Museu dos Transportes e Comunicações). Exhibits include vintage cars used by past Portuguese presidents and a colourful video-mapping show.
7 Museu da Cidade – Extensão do Romantismo
Royalty enjoyed the lavish hospitality of plutocrat port-shipper António Ferreira Pinto Basto at this grand mansion in the first half of the 19th century (see Museu da Cidade – Extensão do Romantismo). After a renovation in 2018, it reopened to give visitors an entertaining insight into the life of Porto’s bourgeoisie.
8 Casa do Infante
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Alfândega 10 # . Opening times 10am to 5:30pm from Tuesday to Sunday 10am–5:30pm Tue–Sun & . Admission charge applicable.
It is thought that Portugal’s most famous prince was born here in 1394. Infante Dom Henrique went on to preside over a wave of exploration and imperial expansion that turned Portugal from a backwater economy into a world-spanning empire. The building has exhibits dating from the Roman era.
9 Museu de Serralves
The clean-cut lines and geometric shapes of the Modernist Museu de Serralves contrast starkly with the voluptuous greenery and meandering paths of the landscaped gardens that surround it. Within is a collection of modern art spanning 70 years.
10 Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis
O Desterrado (The Outcast), the best known work by sculptor António Soares dos Reis (1847-89), is the anchor of this fine collection (see Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis), set up in 1833 to rescue artworks from religious foundations dissolved during the anticlerical decades of the early 19th century. Church silverware and gold plates vie for attention with beautiful ceramics and lacquerware from China and Japan – remnants of Portugal’s empire.
Crucifix, Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis
g TOP 10 OF EVERYTHING g CONTENTS
PARKS AND BEACHES
1 Praia dos Ingleses
Google Map P4 ⌂ Address or Location. Foz do Douro
Chic cafés and bars line the seafront promenade of this long, sandy beach at the mouth of the Douro. Praia dos Ingleses is the nearest beach to the centre of the city, so it is very popular with locals on summer weekends. Equally popular is the nearby Praia da Luz, which is the perfect spot to enjoy an afternoon cocktail.
2 Jardim do Morro
Palm trees lend a tropical air to the Jardim do Morro in Vila Nova de Gaia. High above the river, it can be reached by cable car. It is also a fabulous place to watch sunsets, with a stunning view over the Douro, and is a popular spot for young locals to hang out.
3 Jardim do Passeio Alegre
This municipal park (see Jardim do Passeio Alegre), with tall trees and shaded avenues, was laid out in the 19th century next to the mouth of the Douro. The mini-golf course makes it a favourite with local families, and the resident flock of noisy green parakeets gives it a slightly tropical feel.
4 Jardim Botânico do Porto
In the grounds of a former quinta (vineyard), Porto’s botanical gardens (see Jardim Botânico do Porto) form a lush haven where camellias blossom and tropical, sub-tropical and desert plants flourish among the neatly trimmed hedges and cool ponds and fountains.
5 Jardim da Cordoaria
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Campo dos Mártires da Pátria # . Opening times Daily Daily
Tree-lined walks surround a pond and lawns in this city park. Also known as the Jardim de João Chagas, it was laid out in 1865. Look out for Spanish sculptor Juan Muñoz’s four groups of life-size figures, comprising the charming work Thirteen Laughing at Each Other, which was installed in the park in 2001.
Beautiful tree-lined path at Jardim da Cordoaria
6 Parque da Cidade do Porto
The vast Parque da Cidade is Porto’s biggest public green space and the largest city park in Portugal. A sprawling 83-ha (205-acre) expanse of decorative lakes, woodland, paths and cycle trails overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, it was laid out during the 1990s and landscaped to evoke the ruggedly verdant, boulder-strewn landscapes of northern Portugal’s Minho region.
7 Parque de Serralves
The manicured lawns, topiary and cypress-lined avenues of this aristocratic garden (see Parque de Serralves) were laid out in the 1920s by Carlos Alberto Cabral, Count of Vizela, and since 1996 have provided a verdant setting for the striking Modernist buildings of the Museu de Serralves. More than 200 species of native and non-native trees and flowering shrubs provide resplendent colour and greenery all year round.
8 Praia do Molhe
Although popular with locals, Praia do Molhe, with its Atlantic combers, rocks and less than 200 m (600 ft) of coarse pebbly sand, is a beach for looking at or strolling along rather than for swimming or sunbathing. Happily, there are plenty of cafés and bars from which to admire the fine view and the sunset.
Scenic Atlantic coastline near Porto
9 Parque das Virtudes
This pocket paradise is tucked away above the river. The garden (see Parque das Virtudes) rises in a series of terraces and, as it faces west, it is a great place to watch the sun set over the Atlantic; it attracts crowds of locals for just that reason. There are plenty of restaurant options nearby.
10 Jardins do Palácio de Cristal
Built in 1861 in emulation of the legendary Crystal Palace created in London for the Great Exhibition of 1851, Porto’s Palácio de Cristal was, sadly, demolished in the 1950s. Its formal gardens, however, survive, and their wide avenues of trees, fountains and neatly trimmed topiary make them a favourite spot for tourists and locals.
Fountain, Jardins do Palácio de Cristal
g TOP 10 OF EVERYTHING g CONTENTS
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
1 Porto Bridge Climb
Climbing the Ponte da Arrábida (portobridgeclimb.com) is not for the faint-hearted, but it does offer incredible views for those who can muster up the courage. The best time to don a safety harness and ascend the 65-m- (213-ft-) high bridge is sunset, when the view of Porto is at its most dramatic.
2 Birdwatching
K2 # . Opening times Interpretive Centre: 9am to 6pm daily (winter: to 5pm) Interpretive Centre: 9am–6pm daily (winter: to 5pm)
Located on the East Atlantic migratory route, the Reserva Natural Local do Estuário do Douro is a prime spot for birdwatching. Follow the wooden walkways and keep your eyes peeled for waders, seagulls or the bright Western Yellow Wagtail which often pops by in summer.
3 Douro River Cruise
The barcos rabelos that once shipped wine from the vineyards to Vila Nova de Gaia now whisk visitors along the Douro river. Among the most popular routes is the Six Bridges Cruise which takes you through Porto’s iconic bridges and lasts about one hour. Have time to spare? Venture further afield into the heart of the Douro Valley.
A typical rabelo boat on the Douro
4 Football
Porto’s main football team is the FC Porto (fcporto.pt) which plays at the Estádio do Dragão. You’ll know they’ve won when fans gather at Avenida dos Aliados. Match tickets are available for the season (August–May), but you can join the stadium tour year-round.
5 Cycling
Porto’s undulating streets may not be ideal for cycling, but the riverfront certainly is. Companies like Biclas & Triclas (tricla.pt) offer guided cycling tours along the Douro, while Dourobike (dourobike.com) takes you along the seaside promenade of Foz do Douro. Rentals are also available if you’d rather set off on your own.
6 Walking and Hiking
Despite the steep streets, walking around Porto is a joy thanks to the beautiful architecture around every corner. But if you want to escape the hustle and bustle, head towards Foz do Douro and Matosinhos to walk along the sea or join the pilgrims on the Camino de Santiago.
7 Surfing
Brave the Atlantic waves on a surfing session at Praia de Matosinhos, easily reached by metro. Based on this sprawling beach is the surf school Surfing Life (surfinglifeclub.com), which offers private and group lessons including options for families.
Surfers enjoying the Atlantic at Praia de Matosinhos
8 Paddleboarding
Paddle along the Douro river atop a SUP board. Porto Sup Tours (porto-sup-tours.com) picks you up in town and takes you to a scenic area where you can paddle at ease away from the big boats.
9 Go Karting
For an adrenaline rush, try driving through one of the city’s speed tracks. Founded in 1979, the Kartódromo Cabo do Mundo (cabodomundokarting.pt) is the oldest karting track in the country and features three different outdoor routes. Meanwhile the Kart Center de Matosinhos (kartcentermatosinhos.com) offers a large covered track, making it a great activity for a rainy day.
10 Scenic Tram Rides
Porto’s historic trams take you on a scenic route from the city centre towards the seaside district of Foz do Douro. Tram 1 leaves from the Infante station opposite the Igreja de São Francisco, while tram 18 departs near Clérigos. Both stop in Passeio Alegre and from there it’s a short walk to the beach. Tickets are bought on board.
TOP 10
WALKS AND CYCLES
1. Ciclovia da Foz
A 3-mile (5-km) cycling and walking route from Parque da Cidade to Foz da Ribeira da Granja.
Cycling at Foz do Douro
2. Marginal de Matosinhos
Joggers and cyclists often take over this seaside promenade with direct access to the beach.
3. Ciclovia da Marginal de Gaia
A 12-mile (20 km) network of cycling trails from the city to the coast.
4. Trilho do Rio Febros
Starting at Parque Biológico de Gaia, this route takes you past old windmills and along tree-lined paths.
5. Passadiços de Arcozelo
An easy route linking the sandy shores of Praia de Miramar to the lush banks of Ribeira do Espírito Santo.
6. Quinta do Covelo
A dirty-jump/BTT track, a playground and various trails attract locals to this park northeast of the city.
7. Caminhos do Romântico
Stroll between cobbled streets and 19th-century gardens along these romantic trails around Massarelos.
8. Parque Oriental da Cidade
Porto’s second-biggest park offers plenty of shaded trails for walking and cycling along the Tinto river.
9. Caminho Português da Costa
∑ . Website. caminhoportuguesdacosta.com
Hike from Porto’s coastline to Santiago de Compostela along this popular pilgrimage route.
10. Parque da Cidade
This vast park (see Parque da Cidade do Porto) offers numerous cycling paths that wind between lakes and grassy fields.
g TOP 10 OF EVERYTHING g CONTENTS
OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
1 Galeria da Biodiversidade
Google Map B2 ⌂ Address or Location. Jardim Botânico do Porto # . Opening times 10am to 6pm from Tuesday to Sunday 10am–6pm Tue–Sun ∑ . Website. mhnc.up.pt/galeria-da-biodiversidade
It’s worth paying a small fee to access this gallery inside Porto’s botanical gardens (see Jardim Botânico do Porto). The art inside is split into themed collections that range from the evolution of species to cultural traits. Visitors are invited to interact with the exhibits that interweave science and art.
2 GLAD
Google Map C1 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua António Bessa Leite 1468 ∑ . Website. beglad.pt
Bean-to-bar chocolate is perfected in this artisanal workshop. Flavours range from classic 70% single origin bars to flavourful versions such as coffee or raspberry. Sign up for a tasting or a workshop to make your own batch.
3 Alfândega do Porto
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Nova da Alfândega ∑ . Website. ccalfandegaporto.com
Partially occupied by the Museu dos Transportes e Comunicações, Porto’s old customs house also hosts multimedia shows. Previous immersive exhibitions have transformed the building’s walls with swirling paintings by Van Gogh, imposing Egyptian pharaohs and historic Porto figures.
4 Palacete Silva Monteiro
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Restauração 318 # . Opening times 5:30pm on Saturday for tours; booking is mandatory 5:30pm Sat for tours; booking is mandatory ∑ . Website. vinhoverde.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
The Green Wine Commission has its headquarters in Porto. Housed in a 19th-century palace, the Casa do Vinho Verde is the perfect spot to sample the infamous vinho verde. Tours last about an hour and finish with a tasting of two green wines in the gardens.
5 Gazete Azulejos
Google Map H4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Duque de Palmela 230 # . Opening times Hours vary, check website Hours vary, check website ∑ . Website. gazeteazulejos.com & . Admission charge applicable.
Located in the creative district of Bonfim, this atelier hosts regular tile-painting workshops. You’ll learn to paint two azulejos based on the styles of Porto’s historic facades. The tiles can be picked up the next day after they have been fired.
6 Miradouro da Vitória
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de São Bento da Vitória 11
Set within Porto’s old Jewish district, this hidden viewpoint offers a great panorama of the cathedral and the riverfront. You can access it from the top via Rua da Vitória (where the synagogue once stood), or by following the steps up from Rua de Belomonte at the bottom.
Looking out from the Miradouro da Vitória
7 Casa São Roque
Google Map L1 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua São Roque da Lameira 2092 # . Opening times Noon to 6pm from Wednesday to Monday. Noon–6pm Wed–Mon ∑ . Website. casasroque.art
This 18th-century mansion is filled with Art Nouveau architecture including a glass winter garden. The house is now home to a contemporary art museum, as well as a bookstore and wine shop where you can stop for a port tasting after taking in the current exhibit.
8 Quarteirão Cultural Miguel Bombarda
Galleries, street art and hip coffee shops line the streets in and around Rua de Miguel Bombarda, Porto’s art district. It’s the perfect spot to stock up on creative souvenirs, get a flat white and chat with local artists. Keep an eye out for the Inaugurações Simultâneas, a series of annual exhibition openings, workshops and gallery tours.
9 Conservas Pinhais
Google Map N1 ⌂ Address or Location. Avenida Menéres 700 ∑ . Website. conservaspinhais.com & . Admission charge applicable.
Go behind the scenes of a sardine can factory with a tour of Conservas Pinhais. Visitors will learn the history of this century-old family business and see the canning process, from selecting spices to packing sardines to wrapping cans by hand. When done, take part in a delicious sardine tasting.
10 Feira da Vandoma
L1 ⌂ Address or Location. Avenida 25 de Abril # . Opening times 8am to 1pm on Saturday 8am–1pm Sat
Porto’s favourite flea market eschews tourist trinkets in favour of stalls stacked with vintage vinyl, antiquarian books and interesting maps. Formerly in the city centre, it is now in the easterly Campanhã district, just a ten-minute walk from the Dragão metro station.
g TOP 10 OF EVERYTHING g CONTENTS
FAMILY ATTRACTIONS
1 Planetário do Porto
This planetarium and science centre (see Planetário do Porto) features a 40-minute show under a 12.5-m (41-ft) dome that will entertain the family’s younger space cadets and would-be astronauts and astronomers.
2 Pavilhão da Água
Children with an interest in saving the planet and its natural ecosystems will be fascinated by this state-of-the-art visitor centre (see Pavilhão da Água). Reopened in 2019 after an extensive upgrade, the pavilion has entertaining hands-on exhibits that put the environment and environmental issues of the River Douro and its hinterland into a global context in a fun and accessible way.
3 Jardim do Passeio Alegre
The mini-golf course is the big attraction for young visitors in this attractive park (see Jardim do Passeio Alegre) in the seaside neighbourhood of Foz do Douro. There is also a decent children’s play area where little ones can while away the hours on the park’s swings and roundabouts.
4 World of Discoveries
Children will be amazed when they learn of the cramped conditions faced by the Portuguese navigators who sailed the world during the 15th century, and they will be delighted by a fun river trip through a replica tropical rainforest at this interactive family-friendly museum and theme park (see World of Discoveries).
5 Museu das Marionetas
Young visitors can learn all about the history and artistry of puppetry at this interesting museum (see Museu das Marionetas) attached to Porto’s respected Teatro das Marionetas do Porto in Miragaia and Massarelos. Here, both children and parents can also enjoy watching traditional Portuguese puppets in original and innovative performances.
Life-size puppet at the Museu das Marionetas
6 Praia do Homem do Leme
Google Map N9 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue de Montevideu Ave de Montevideu
Families looking for a bit of bucket-and-spade beach time, will enjoy this tiny bay of yellow sand hemmed in by stony expanses that are exposed at low tide and therefore perfect for rummaging around in rockpools. The water is sheltered, making the beach popular with young families.
7 Multimedia Shows
The Igreja dos Clérigos and the Alfândega do Porto, adjoining the Museu dos Transportes e Comunicações (see Alfândega do Porto), offer colourful video mapping experiences. The captivating light and sound show usually lasts about 30 minutes and changes every few months. Past shows have included immersive experiences focusing on Van Gogh’s paintings and visual renditions of Portuguese writer Fernando Pessoa’s poems.
8 Parque de Serralves
These lovely subtropical landscaped gardens (see Parque de Serralves), with their trim lawns, fountains, shrubberies and wooded areas are a safe and pleasant space in which children can interact with outdoor sculptures and play among the flowers and greenery.
9 Teleférico de Gaia
If your kids have a head for heights, book them a ticket on the Teleférico de Gaia. During the five-minute ride in this cable car, they’ll be treated to a bird’s-eye view of both Porto and Vila Nova de Gaia. For an unforgettable experience, take the last cable car (Oct–Mar: 5:30pm; May–Sep: 7:30pm) so you can watch the sunset from Jardim do Morro at the end of the line.
10 Piscina das Marés
Google Map J1 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue da Liberdade, Matosinhos Ave da Liberdade, Matosinhos # . Opening times June to September: 9am to 7pm daily Jun–Sep: 9am–7pm daily ∑ . Website. matosinhosport.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
Porto’s Atlantic beaches, with their often rough and chilly seas, are less than ideal for families, but this landscaped saltwater pool complex by the sea is perfect for a summer day. Built into natural rocks, it has a shallow pool for kids and a larger one for adults and teens.
Oceanfront Piscina das Marés, designed in the 1960s
g TOP 10 OF EVERYTHING g CONTENTS
LOCAL DISHES
1 Francesinha
Porto’s distinctive take on France’s croque monsieur is not for the faint-hearted. Layers of ham, sausage and steak are sandwiched between slices of bread, topped with melted cheese and a fried egg, then drowned in a sauce made with tomatoes simmered in beer, and served with fries.
Francesinha with tomato and beer sauce
2 Tarte de Amêndoa
The almond trees that cloak the Douro’s slopes in white every spring provide the key ingredient for tarte de amêndoa (almond tart), Porto’s much-loved sweet treat. It is made with flaked almonds blended with sugar, butter, eggs and milk, all baked in a pie with a crisp crust and topped with yet more chopped almonds.
3 Petiscos
If you’re looking to try a range of dishes in one go, it’s best to order a round of petiscos (Portuguese tapas). These small platters are made to share and are a great way of sampling different Portuguese dishes. You’ll usually spot them on the menu under their own section or as starters in traditional taverns or upscale spots offering a contemporary twist. It can be a mix of seafood and meaty treats.
4 Alheira
Originally a kosher sausage created by Porto’s Jewish community, these pungent smoked sausages are made with chicken, rabbit or turkey, or with game from the woods and fields of the Trás-os-Montes hinterland. They are served grilled, with rice, fries and usually a fried egg.
5 Toucinho do Céu
Almonds and eggs go into this distinctive regional cake, but the secret ingredient is pork fat, hence its name, which translates as “bacon from heaven”. This addition keeps the mixture smooth. Toucinho do céu is a sweet morsel eaten as dessert with no hint of savoury flavours.
6 Bolinhos de Bacalhau
These delicious balls of dried cod, blended with mashed potatoes and boiled eggs and flavoured with onions and parsley, are Porto’s way of serving bacalhau (cod), which is found everywhere and comes close to being Portugal’s national dish.
Tower of delicious bolinhos de bacalhau
7 Sardinhas Grelhadas
Locally caught sardines make for a delicious meal. Head to the Matosinhos district, known for its canned sardines, and pick up a few to take home or enjoy immediately. If you’re in town for the São João festival, make sure to celebrate by having roasted sardines – the traditional festival meal.
Sardinhas grelhadas fresh off the grill
8 Pastéis de Chaves
These savoury snacks shaped like half-moons are made with flaky pastry filled with minced veal. Traditional pastéis de Chaves are made only in the small town of Chaves, around 160 km (100 miles) east of Porto. However, the real thing can be found all over Porto.
9 Tripas à Moda do Porto
Porto’s signature dish has earned the city’s locals their nickname, tripeiros (tripe-eaters). It has featured on local menus since the 15th century, when all of the best cuts of beef went to feed Infante Dom Henrique’s crews, leaving only offal for the townspeople. As the empire expanded, new flavours became available to spice up the recipe. Tripas à moda do Porto (Porto-style tripe), a pungent casserole of tripe, pigs’ feet, sausage, chicken and beans, is typically redolent of spices such as cumin, cloves and curry.
10 Broa de Avintes
These dark round loaves made with coarse rye flour originate in Avintes, a small town on the southeast fringes of Porto. The bread is baked for up to six hours to preserve its moist texture and rich flavour, and served as an accompaniment to ham, sausages, cheese and soups.
TOP 10
PETISCOS
1. Cachorrinho
A toasted hot dog cut into bite-size chunks makes for a mouthwatering snack when paired with a cold beer.
2. Carapau
Gourmet canned mackerel fillets are served as a delicacy straight from the tin, with fresh bread.
3. Polvo
Octopus is simmered until tender, flavoured with onion and parsley, and served cold.
4. Amêijoas
Clams are usually served hot with a butter and garlic broth.
5. Choquinhos
Baby cuttlefish are served chargrilled, while larger chocos (cuttlefish) tend to be stewed with onions, tomatoes and olive oil until tender.
6. Bifana
Pork loin is grilled, thinly sliced, flavoured with spices and garlic and served in a small, crusty bread roll.
7. Pica-Pau
This is a popular platter of sliced cheese, charcuterie and smoked sausage usually served with a variety of sweet pickles.
8. Moelas
Chicken gizzards are stewed until tender in wine, herbs, garlic and tomatoes and served with freshly baked crusty bread.
9. Pataniscas
These fried fish cakes are deliciously simple, comprising salted cod, onions and parsley coated in a light crumb.
10. Caracóis
Snails are a summer dish that is ubiquitous throughout Portugal and served in almost any cafe. The snails are cooked in an aromatic broth, best enjoyed with a cold beer.
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PORT AND DOURO WINES
1 Tawny
Ranging from amber to brown in colour, tawny ports often have a nutty flavour that results from controlled oxidation in barrels or vats. There are two versions: Colheita (from a specific vintage year) or Aged Tawny, which features a number on the label from 10 to 40 years. This number doesn’t refer to the number of years of ageing, but rather an average age between the wines used to make the blend.
Barrels of ageing Port housed in a quinta
2 Ruby
As the name suggests, this wine is usually recognized by its red hue. Ruby is a young port that tends to age for under three years in barrels. Because of its inherent sweetness, it pairs nicely with bitter chocolate or a strong brie.
3 White Port
Made from white grape varieties, white port can range from dry (seco) to very sweet (doce). Fermentation usually happens in stainless-steel containers, though some wineries still use oak. You can drink it as an aperitif or add a splash of tonic to make your very own port tonic.
4 Late Bottled Vintage
Similar to a vintage, the Late Bottled Vintage (or LBV) is a single-harvested wine that is aged in a barrel for a little bit longer than average (from four to six years) before being bottled. The taste is not as intense as a vintage, but it has a smooth taste and more approachable price tag.
5 Vinho Verde
A summer staple, the fresh and dry Vinho Verde (green wine) comes from Minho, just beyond Porto’s city limits. The wines use indigenous grapes like Alvarinho, Azal and Lourinho. Unlike other wines that require ageing, Vinho Verde is meant to be drunk straight away and includes white, red and rosé versions. Vinho Verde wines are notable for having a slightly sparkling taste, once a product of the fermenting process and now added artificially.
6 Bairrada
The Atlantic wine terroir of the Beira region, not far south of Porto, produces rich reds based mainly on the Portuguese Baga grape. Sparkling wine from Aliança and Messias is also a trademark here.
7 Terras do Dão
The Dão region, southeast of Porto, produces muscular, complex red wines that pair perfectly with grilled meat. Here, wineries tend to be smaller and the soils are mainly composed of granite. It remains a somewhat overlooked region in the Portuguese wine scene.
8 Moscatel de Favaios
Port isn’t the only fortified wine produced in the Douro. There’s also Moscatel. Made with Muscat grapes mostly around the village of Favaios, this other sweet rendition also works as an aperitif or digestif. Many wineries produce their own version, though Adega de Favaios is among the most famous.
9 Mateus Rosé
Famously favoured in the 1970s by a multitude of British would-be sophisticates, this easy-drinking rosé from the lower Douro has been given a more elegant transformation for 21st-century tastes. It is produced by Sogrape, which also owns Sandeman, and can be tasted at Casa Mateus in Vila Real (the manor house featured on the bottle’s label) despite not being made there.
Mateus Rosé
10 Douro Branco and Douro Tinto
The full-bodied red wines produced by the Douro vineyards are not as well known as the Port wines made from the same grapes, but they are every bit as good. The same fierce sunshine and rocky soils also nurture other grape varieties that create bone-dry, flinty white wines, known as the Douro Branco. Douro Tinto is the name of the rich red wines.
Rolling green vineyards in the Douro valley
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PORTO FOR FREE
1 Fortaleza de São João Baptista da Foz
Free art exhibitions occasionally take place in this formidable, turreted castle (see Fortaleza de São João Baptista da Foz) by the sea, where visitors can wander at leisure within the stern grey granite ramparts that took a century to build. Inside the walls, the serene 16th-century church of São João Baptista (St John the Baptist) contrasts with the militaristic setting.
2 Walking Tours
Knowledgeable local guides from Porto Walkers lead small groups on free three-hour walks that meander through the historic centre. Tours cover most of the major highlights, and guides tend to point out some lesser-known hidden gems, too. This is a great way to get your bearings in the city before striking out alone. Though the tours are free, a tip is appreciated at the end.
3 Casa-Museu Teixeira Lopes
The grand former home and studio (see Casa-Museu Teixeira Lopes) of architect José Teixeira Lopes contains an exemplary collection of contemporary art, fine Asian porcelain, sculptures, and African masks and statuary.
4 Sandeman Hall
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Miguel Bombarda 47 # . Opening times 10am to 6pm daily 10am–6pm daily ∑ . Website. sandeman.eu
Paintings, prints, ceramics, bottles and early photographs tell the story of one of Vila Nova de Gaia’s leading port dynasties from the late 18th century to the present day at the free-to-enter Sandeman Hall.
5 Banco de Materiais
Set up by Porto’s municipal government to help preserve the city’s architectural heritage and its iconic azulejo tiles, this combined design centre, artisan studio and shop (see Sé do Porto) is the perfect place to see these colourful ceramics and learn about their history.
6 Centro Português de Fotografia
Photography-buffs abound at this free museum (see Centro Português de Fotografia) set inside an impressive old prison building, with exhibits on show in iron-barred cells. Interesting vintage photographic equipment is displayed throughout the building, and temporary exhibitions of historic and contemporary photography are also held here.
7 Ponte Dom Luís I
Google Map G5 ⌂ Address or Location. Avenida de Vímara Peres
It costs nothing to walk across the soaring Ponte Dom Luís I, an engineering triumph that is as impressive today as when Theophil Seyrig – partner of Gustave Eiffel – designed it in 1816. The view of the city centre and Vila Nova de Gaia from the upper deck, which carries the metro line, is spectacular.
Pedestrians on the Ponte Dom Luís I
8 Estação de São Bento
The interior of Porto’s palatial main railway station (see Estação de São Bento) is a riot of colourful scenes picked out in painted tiles created by famed tile artist Jorge Colaço. Built in 1916, the station is a veritable free museum of splendid azulejo art.
9 Porto Symphony Orchestra
It is possible to listen to the Porto Symphony Orchestra for free during their rehearsals at up to 14 performances in the Casa da Música’s auditorium each year, normally between January and July.
10 Jardins do Palácio de Cristal
No ticket is required to stroll around the gardens of the Palácio de Cristal. The palace itself is no longer there, but the fountains, lawns and tree-lined paths offer a pleasant break from the city bustle.
Peacock walking in the serene Jardins do Palácio de Cristal
TOP 10
BUDGET TIPS
1. Porto City Card
The Porto Card (booking.visitportoandnorth.travel) includes admission to six museums, discounted entry to other attractions, museums and port wine cellars for up to 96 hours.
2. Douro River Ferry
The old-fashioned passenger ferry (douroriverferry.com) is fun and much cheaper than a tour boat.
Tourist boat on the Douro river
3. Brunch on a Budget
Browse food stalls at Mercado Bom Sucesso for good-value tidbits.
4. Visit in Low Season
Save money on airfares and accommodation by visiting the city between October and March.
5. Churches
Porto’s churches are free to visit, but donations are always appreciated.
6. Street Art
Enjoy the art murals for nothing on streets like Rua de Miguel Bombarda and Rua da Restauração (see Mercado Bom Sucesso).
7. Work Out in the Park
Many of Porto’s parks have free-to-use gym equipment and running trails.
8. Avoid fado restaurants
If on a budget, avoid casas de fado as they often charge a hefty premium.
9. City Museums
Museums under the charge of Porto’s municipality are free all the time.
10. Yellow Bus Tours
Save money on sightseeing, river cruises and off-beat experiences with a Yellow Bus Tours ticket (yellowbustours.com/en/porto).
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FESTIVALS AND EVENTS
1 Essência do Vinho
Feb ∑ . Website. essenciadovinho.com & . Admission charge applicable.
Wine tastings, talks and gastronomic experiences are among the highlights of Portugal’s biggest event for oenophiles. Wines from the slopes of the Douro to the verdant Minho region are celebrated.
Raising a toast during the Essência do Vinho
2 Queima das Fitas do Porto
May
Just before the final university exams, Porto’s students celebrate their graduation and the end of the academic year with the traditional “Burning of the Ribbons”, a colourful parade that winds through Porto’s Parque da Cidade to the Town Hall. Graduating students carry a walking cane and wear a top hat in the colour of their faculty, second years wear capes and first years wear silly or funny costumes.
Graduating students in the Queima das Fitas do Porto
3 Festa do Senhor de Matosinhos
Late May–mid-Jun ∑ . Website. leca-palmeira.com
Originally a solemn religious festival during which the image of Jesus Christ was carried through the streets of Matosinhos, this is now a lively three-week multicultural event with parades, fado performances, world music concerts and fireworks.
4 Porto Beer Fest
Second week of Jun
Get ready to taste over 340 artisan beers at this outdoor festival held in the gardens of the Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis.
5 Festa de São Pedro da Afurada
End of Jun
It is all about sardines at this festival in the fishing community of Afurada. Effigies of São Pedro, patron saint of fishers, Santo António and São João – the Santos Populares or the People’s Saints – are carried through the streets. A feast of seafood follows, with fireworks and dancing until the early hours.
6 Festa de São João
23–24 June
São João (St John), Porto’s patron saint, is celebrated with spectacular midnight pyrotechnics, all-night free concerts and street parties. The next morning, a flotilla of traditional rabelo barges sails along the waterfront.
7 Feira do Livro do Porto
Late Aug–early Sep ∑ . Website. feiradolivro.porto.pt
Hundreds of booksellers take over the Jardins do Palácio de Cristal in summer every year for the Feira do Livro do Porto. This literary festival hosts concerts, film screenings and spoken word performances.
8 Porto Marathon
Nov ∑ . Website. porto-marathon.com
Up to 5,000 athletes meet in Porto for this gruelling test of stamina and endurance. It starts and finishes at the Parque da Cidade.
9 Mercado de Natal
Dec
During Christmas, the Jardim da Cordoaria transforms into a marketplace filled with artisans, a merry-go-round, an ice rink and a Santa house for the kids.
10 Corrida de São Silvestre
Late Dec ∑ . Website. runporto.com
This friendly fun run through the city centre, starting at the City Hall on Avenida dos Aliados, sees thousands of locals and visitors taking part.
TOP 10
ARTS EVENTS
1. Fantasporto
February and March Feb–Mar ∑ . Website. fantasporto.com
Fans of fantasy and science fiction flock to Porto for this festival of film.
2. Dias da Dançai
Late April to May Late Apr–May
Dancers from around the world come here for three weeks of choreography.
3. Festival Internacional de Teatro de Expressão Ibérica
Mid May Mid-May ∑ . Website. fitei.com
This festival of drama from all over the Iberian Peninsula lasts for two weeks.
4. Bienal Fotografia do Porto
May to July May–Jul ∑ . Website. bienalfotografiaporto.pt
This photography biennale features exhibitions held across museums and alternative spaces.
5. Serralves em Festa
June Jun ∑ . Website. serralves.pt
Serralves hosts three days of dance, drama, music and film at this festival.
6. NOS Primavera Sound
June Jun ∑ . Website. primaverasound.com
Porto’s huge Parque da Cidade fills with ravers for this dance festival.
7. Feira da Alegria
June Jun
Students from Porto’s Fine Art University and emerging artists set up stalls at this annual creative fair held in the university gardens.
8. MEO Marés Vivas
July July ∑ . Website. maresvivas.meo.pt
This three-day rock, jazz and pop festival hosts some big names.
9. Festival Internacional de Marionetas do Porto
october Oct ∑ . Website. marionetasdoporto.pt
This annual spectacle pulls the strings of puppeteers from around the world.
10. Porto Design Biennale
october to December Oct–Dec ∑ . Website. portodesignbiennale.pt
Special exhibits and workshops take over the galleries of Porto and Matosinhos every two years.
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RIBEIRA AND BAIXA
In this corner of the city, a medieval cathedral looms above a treasury of beautiful buildings that earned Porto’s historic centre UNESCO World Heritage status. Seated on a hilltop site that has been inhabited for at least three millennia, the magnificent Sé do Porto crowns the steep streets that slope down through the old Baixa district, now filled with smart shops and trendy boutiques. The narrow, labyrinthine streets and arcades lined with tall, balconied buildings seem to have changed very little since medieval times. Explore the winding streets and end up in the vibrant Ribeira neighbourhood and the Douro quay-sides for a break from sightseeing. Here, there are plenty of lively bars and cafés – and as the sun sets, Ribeira turns into a lively stage for street musicians and a beautiful backdrop for photographers looking to capture that glittering shot of Ponte Dom Luís I.
For places to stay in this area, see section Ribeira and Baixa
Top 10 Sights
The Best of the Rest
Shops and Markets
Cafés
Restaurants
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1 Estação de São Bento
When it opened in 1916, Porto’s grand railway terminus (see Estação de São Bento) heralded the city’s belated entry into the 20th century. Outside, São Bento station expertly mimics the boldly secular public architecture of France during the Belle Époque. Inside, however, it is a glorious celebration of Portuguese decorative arts, with an echoing ticket hall covered in azulejo murals depicting scenes from Portuguese history.
Inside the grand Estação de São Bento
2 Igreja de Santa Clara
Google Map G4 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Primeiro de Dezembro 10 # . Opening times 9am to 1pm and 2 to 6pm daily (hours may vary due to religious celebrations, check website) 9am–1pm & 2–6pm daily (hours may vary due to religious celebrations, check website) ∑ . Website. santaclaraporto.pt
Built in the mid-15th century for the monastic Order of Saint Clare, Santa Clara’s modest, early Renaissance façade conceals an extravagantly decorated interior. Its polychrome and gilt woodwork is a tribute to the brilliance of its original creators. The church closes at 5pm for Mass on Tuesdays and Saturdays.
3 Igreja de São Francisco
An enormous quantity of gold was used to adorn the lavish altars, columns and walls of São Francisco’s 18th-century exterior (see Igreja de São Francisco), hidden away behind a much plainer medieval façade. Within this gleaming setting, the elaborate Tree of Jesse, which was sculpted between 1718 and 1721 by António Gomes and Filipe da Silva, represents the ancestry of Jesus Christ. The ghostly catacombs beneath the church are filled with memento mori, including the skulls and bones of long-dead monks and priests.
Statue, Igreja de São Francisco
4 Igreja de Santo Ildefonso
Google Map G4 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça da Batalha # . Opening times 3 to 5:15pm on Monday, 9am to 12:15pm and 3 to 5:15pm from tuesday to friday, 9am to 7:30pm on saturday, 9 to 11am on sunday 3–5:15pm Mon, 9am–12:15pm & 3–5:15pm Tue–Fri, 9am–7:30pm Sat, 9–11am Sun ∑ . Website. santoildefonso.org
Modern in appearance, though with ancient roots, Santo Ildefonso has an azulejo façade that was added in 1932. The church itself has been rebuilt since its consecration in 1739 and has had a turbulent past: damaged by a huge gale in 1819, it was further battered by artillery during the Siege of Porto in 1832, and is far from pristine.
Azulejo-clad façade of the Igreja de Santo Ildefonso
21ST-CENTURY STREET ART
The walls of landmarks like the Igreja de Santo Ildefonso and the Sé are venerable galleries of azulejo tilework. In the 21st century, they are rivalled by a new kind of open-air art on walls around Ribeira and Baixa. Porto’s street-art scene flourished after city mayor Rui Moreira decided to welcome murals created by upstart artists on streets like Rua da Trindade.
5 Cais da Ribeira
If there is one image that sums up Porto, it is the view of Cais da Ribeira’s precariously stacked buildings (see Cais Da Ribeira), painted in all the colours of the rainbow and climbing high above the arcaded quaysides of the Douro.
6 Museu de Arte Sacra e Arqueologia
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo do Colégio # . Opening times 10am to 4:30pm on Monday, 9am to 4:30pm from tuesday to friday, 10 to 11:30am and 1:30 to 5:30pm on saturday 10am–4:30pm Mon, 9am–4:30pm Tue–Fri, 10–11:30am & 1:30–5:30pm Sat ∑ . Website. visitporto.travel & . Admission charge applicable.
Within the Colégio de São Lourenço, this museum’s impressive collection of religious art and sculpture spans some 700 years, with works from the 13th century to the present day.
7 Museu da Misericórdia do Porto
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua das Flores 15 # . Opening times April to September: 10am to 6:30pm daily; october to march: 10am to 5:30pm daily Apr–Sep: 10am–6:30pm daily; Oct–Mar: 10am–5:30pm daily ∑ . Website. mmipo.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
This museum reveals the history and art of a charitable foundation that dates back to the 16th century. The Santa Casa da Misericórdia (Holy House of Mercy) pioneered practical medical care for the poorest people of Porto as well as tending to their spiritual welfare.
Statue, Museu da Misericórdia do Porto
8 Igreja and Torre dos Clérigos
Pointing skywards from its hilltop perch, the 76-m- (250-ft-) high tower of the 18th-century Igreja dos Clérigos beckons. Tramping up the 225 steps to the top is no mean feat, but the challenge is rewarded by a breathtaking view of old Porto.
9 Sé do Porto
Blue-and-white azulejo tiles brighten the walls of this ancient cathedral (see Sé do Porto). The Sé has been very much altered since it was founded in the 12th century, and the only noteworthy relic of the early building is a graceful rose window in the west front. A 17th-century stairway curves to upper floors where religious silver and other treasures are displayed. The terrace in front of the cathedral offers some fine views.
10 Palácio da Bolsa
Conspicuous opulence is the essence of this vast monument to commerce and capitalism (see Palácio da Bolsa). Built to inspire investment in the city’s burgeoning industrial and mercantile economy, it was completed in 1910 and was home to Porto’s stock exchange until the end of the 20th century. Its highlight is the enormous Arab Room, a grand reception hall that took its inspiration from the Islamic architecture and embellishments of Granada’s extraordinary Alhambra.
Main staircase in the Palácio da Bolsa
A DAY IN RIBEIRA AND BAIXA
Morning
Start the day by climbing the many steps to the top of the Torre dos Clérigos for panoramic views across the city. Then stroll across Praça da Liberdade to the Estação de São Bento to admire its tilework. Pause to look at some more azulejos on the façade of the Igreja de Santo Ildefonso and walk up Rua de Santa Catarina to the splendid Belle Époque Majestic Café for lunch.
Afternoon
After lunch walk down until you reach Rua Saraiva de Carvalho then turn right and you’ll soon spot the Sé do Porto. Spend an hour gazing at its azulejos and treasury of church silver, then take in the wonderful view of the city from the its terrace and admire the Pelourinho. Next, stroll downhill through narrow streets lined with crumbling apartment buildings to the waterfront. A walk along the car-free promenade of Cais da Ribeira, with great views of the vast arch of the Ponte Dom Luís I, and the gracious old buildings of Vila Nova de Gaia on the opposite bank, brings you to the café-crammed Praça da Ribeira. Pause at one of the many café tables to sip a glass of chilled white port as a pre-dinner aperitif. For a special treat, end the day with a gastronomic experience at The Yeatman, which offers a selection of fabulous fusion dishes.
g RIBEIRA AND BAIXA g CONTENTS
The Best of the Rest
1. Chafariz da Rua Escura
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Pena Ventosa
A grand carved image of a pelican, symbolic of mercy, crowns this elaborate 17th-century drinking fountain.
2. Igreja de Nossa Senhora da Vitória
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de São Bento da Vitória § . Telephone. two two two. zero zero seven. one Eight two 222 007 182 # . Opening times 9am to noon and 4 to 7pm from tuesday to friday, 9am to noon and 2:30 to 5pm on saturday, 9 to 11:30am on sunday 9am–noon & 4–7pm Tue–Fri, 9am–noon & 2:30–5pm Sat, 9–11:30am Sun
A remarkable Rococo interior by two famed Porto artists, José Teixeira Guimarães and Francisco Pereira Campanhã, is the highlight here.
3. Miradouro da Rua das Aldas
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua das Aldas 1
This lookout point at the entrance to the narrow Rua das Aldas offers outstanding views from its stone balustrade over Ribeira’s clutter of red-tiled rooftops.
4. Capela de Nossa Senhora do Ó
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo do Terrreiro 9 § . Telephone. two two two. zero zero zero. four Eight six 222 004 486 # . Opening times Hours vary, call ahead Hours vary, call ahead
This small Baroque church, with its plain façade of grey stone and white stucco, dates from the 18th century.
5. Ribeira Negra Panel
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Ribeira Negra
This modern azulejo frieze in the Túnel de Ribeira depicts scenes from this riverside district and its people.
6. Depósito de Materiais da Fábrica das Devesas
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de José Falcão 199
Secular mock-Arabesque motifs and earthy hues decorate the front of this 1901 national monument.
7. Banco de Materiais
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça de Carlos Alberto 71 # . Opening times 10am to 5:30pm from tuesday to sunday 10am–5:30pm Tue–Sun
This azulejo workshop and store was created to help conserve and maintain traditionally decorated buildings.
8. Monumento ao Infante Dom Henrique
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Jardim do Infante Dom Henrique
Poised on its plinth high above a garden square is this effigy of prince Infante Dom Henrique.
9. Igreja de Santo António dos Congregádos
Google Map G4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Sá da Bandeira 11 # . Opening times 10:30am to 1pm and 2 to 6pm From monday to saturday, 10am to noon and 5 to 6pm on sunday 10:30am–1pm & 2–6pm Mon–Sat, 10am–noon & 5–6pm Sun ∑ . Website. igrejacongregados.com
The severe façade of this late 17th-century church is brightened somewhat by its azulejo tile panels.
10. Praça da Liberdade
An equestrian statue of the 19th-century monarch Pedro IV dominates this impressive square.
Statue of King Pedro IV, Praça da Liberdade
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Shops and Markets
1. Passeio dos Clérigos
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua das Carmelitas 151 # . Opening times 10am to 8pm From monday to saturday, 11am to 7pm on sunday 10am–8pm Mon–Sat, 11am–7pm Sun ∑ . Website. passeiodosclerigos.pt
This upmarket modern mall below ground level at Praça de Lisboa is filled with designer brands.
2. Livraria Lello
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua das Carmelitas 144 # . Opening times 9am to 7:30pm daily 9am–7:30pm daily ∑ . Website. livrarialello.com & . Admission charge applicable.
Harry Potter fans can’t help but queue to enter this fabulous bookshop that inspired the film’s decor.
Livraria Lello, said to have inspired the fictional Hogwarts
3. Mercado Porto Belo
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça de Carlos Alberto # . Opening times 10am to 7pm on saturday 10am–7pm Sat
Vintage clothes, vinyl records and rare stamps and coins can all be found at this street market. There are also plenty of food stalls selling vegetables and fruits.
4. Azulima
Google Map 1E ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Barão de Forrester 707 # . Opening times 9am to 12:30pm and 2:30 to 6:30pm From monday to friday, 10am to 12:30pm on saturday 9am–12:30pm & 2:30–6:30pm Mon–Fri, 10am–12:30pm Sat ∑ . Website. azulima.pt
Azulejo tiles along with other ceramics in both classic and contemporary styles are the stock-in-trade of this shop.
5. Casa da Guitarra
Google Map G4 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue Vimara Peres 49 Ave Vimara Peres 49 # . Opening times 10am to 1pm and 2:30 to 5:30pm from monday to saturday 10am–1pm & 2:30–5:30pm Mon–Sat ∑ . Website. casadaguitarra.pt
Musicians and fans can make a musical pilgrimage to this temple to the instrument-maker’s craft.
6. Rua de Santa Catarina
Traffic-free Rua de Santa Catarina is Porto’s longest and most upscale shopping street, perfect for window-shopping and café-hopping.
7. Mercado do Bolhão
Google Map G3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Formosa # . Opening times 8am to 8pm from monday to friday, 8am to 6pm on saturday 8am–8pm Mon–Fri, 8am–6pm Sat ∑ . Website. mercadobolhao.pt
Renovated in 2020, this historic market in a Neo-Classical building has a wrought-iron balcony and cavernous interiors.
8. A Pérola do Bolhão
Google Map G3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Formosa 279 § . Telephone. two two two. zero zero four. zero zero nine 222 004 009 # . Opening times 9am to 7pm from monday to friday, 9am to 1pm on saturday 9am–7pm Mon–Fri, 9am–1pm Sat
Locals love this long-established deli with its beautiful tiled façade. Redolent with the aromas of tea, coffee, herbs and spices, it smells as good as it looks.
9. Arcádia
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Almada 63 # . Opening times 10am to 8pm from monday to friday, 10am to 7pm on saturday, 11am to 7pm on sunday 10am–8pm Mon–Fri, 10am–7pm Sat, 11am–7pm Sun ∑ . Website. arcadiachocolates.com
Sinfully delicious handmade chocolates flavoured with sweet spices are the big draw here.
10. Mon Père Vintage
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo de Alberto Pimentel 38 # . Opening times 10:30am to 7pm from monday to saturday 10:30am–7pm Mon–Sat
This is one of the best places in Porto to get your hands on vintage sunglasses, jewellery and Levi’s jeans. Prices are very reasonable.
g RIBEIRA AND BAIXA g CONTENTS
Cafés
1. Majestic Café
Google Map G3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Santa Catarina 112 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun ∑ . Website. cafemajestic.com
Opened in 1921, this café is replete with glittering mirrors and gleaming brass.
Ornate entrance to the Majestic Café
2. Café Guarany
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Campo dos Mártires da Patria 126 § . Telephone. two two two. zero five seven. one two nine 222 057 129 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun
This café has been a fixture on Avenida dos Aliados since 1933.
3. Café Porta do Olival
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Campo dos Mártires da Patria 126 § . Telephone. two two two. zero five seven. one two nine 222 057 129 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun
The owners claim this is the oldest café in Porto; they serve good coffee, cold beers and snacks.
4. Confeitaria do Bolhão
Google Map G3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Formosa 339 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun ∑ . Website. confeitariadobolhao.com
Sweet and savoury baked goods fill the counter of this 19th-century bakery opposite Mercado do Bolhão.
Enjoying baked treats at the Confeitaria do Bolhão
5. C’alma
Google Map G3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Passos Manuel 44 § . Telephone. nine one three. seven zero four. six zero zero 913 704 600 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun
Coffee aficionados love the experience at this laid-back coffee house.
6. Gelataria Portuense
Google Map G3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Bonjardim 136 ∑ . Website. gelatariaportuense.pt
Artisanal ice creams and refreshing fruity sorbets are the highlight at this ice cream parlour. It offers scoops and multi-flavoured tasting trays.
7. Miss Pavlova
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Infante D Henrique 43 ∑ . Website. misspavlova.pt
Dishes like eggs Benedict and avocado on toasted sourdough are a good prelude to the signature pavlova.
8. SO Coffee Roasters
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Sá de Noronha 119 ∑ . Website. soroasters.com
Hipster coffee connoisseurs rate SO Coffee for its self-roasted mocha and flat whites, and for its cool vibe.
9. Café Santiago
Google Map G4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Passos Manuel 226 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun ∑ . Website. cafesantiago.pt
Locally famed for the tastiest francesinhas in town, Café Santiago often has a long queue at peak times.
10. Florbela Pâtisserie
Google Map G4 ⌂ Address or Location. Torel Palace Porto, Rua de Entreparedes 42 ∑ . Website. florbela.com.pt
Books line the shelves and are suspended from the ceiling in this French-style café inside the Torel Palace. It serves up delicious savoury treats like crab toast to pair with its daily pastry selection.
g RIBEIRA AND BAIXA g CONTENTS
Restaurants
1. Casa da Mariquinhas
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de São Sebastião ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun ∑ . Website. casadamariquinhas.pt • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
This quintessentially Portuguese fado restaurant serves staple local dishes such as bacalhau (cod).
2. Galeria de Paris
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Galeria de Paris 56 § . Telephone. two two two. zero one six. two one Eight 222 016 218 • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
A fixture on Porto’s happening nightlife strip, this lively restaurant and bar serves tapas and petiscos.
Interior of the iconic Galeria de Paris
3. Taberna dos Mercadores
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua dos Mercadores 36 § . Telephone. two two two. zero one zero. five one zero 222 010 510 ¢ . Closing times monday Mon • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
The menu at this old-school tavern is traditional. Expect hearty dishes such as feijoada de marisco (shellfish and bean stew).
4. Jimão Tapas e Vinhos
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça da Ribeira 11 § . Telephone. two two zero. nine two four. six six zero 220 924 660 ¢ . Closing times Tuesday and wednesday Tue & Wed • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Look out for petiscos of bacalhau, octopus pasta, prawns with garlic and confit sardines here.
5. DaTerra
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Mouzinho da Silveira 249 ∑ . Website. daterra.pt • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Breaking away from the traditional cuisine, this vegetarian restaurant has a refreshing array of modern fusion dishes on the menu.
6. Restaurante Mercearia
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Cais da Ribeira 32 ∑ . Website. restaurantemercearia.com • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Aimed squarely at passing tourists, Mercearia offers dishes such as tripas à moda do Porto and a reasonable selection of seafood dishes.
7. Bacalhau
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Muro dos Bacalhoeiros 153 § . Telephone. nine six zero. three seven Eight. Eight Eight three 960 378 883 • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
The name is a giveaway at this restaurant but the cod is prepared in ways more imaginative than most. Grab a table outside for stunning river views.
8. DOP
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo de São Domingos 18 ¢ . Closing times sunday and monday Sun & Mon ∑ . Website. doprestaurante.pt • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Chef Rui Paula takes his culinary inspiration from his native Minho region, north of Porto, to create an innovative menu that builds on locally sourced ingredients.
9. Gazela
Google Map G4 ⌂ Address or Location. Travessa do Cimo de Vila 4 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun ∑ . Website. cervejariagazela.pt • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
A no-frills spot dishing out Porto’s staple snacks: cachorrinho (toasted hot dog) and francesinha, accompanied by a cold fino (small beer).
10. Cantinho do Avillez
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Mouzinho da Silveira 166 ∑ . Website. cantinhodoavillez.pt • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
The Porto outpost of Portuguese chef José Avillez’s gastronomic empire elevates petiscos and Porto staples like fried green beans and indulgent francesinhas.
See restaurant price categories
g AREA BY AREA g CONTENTS
MIRAGAIA AND MASSARELOS
The sloping streets of Miragaia and Massarelos wind down towards the neighbourhoods’ waterfront, and along the way pass expansive parks, grant picturesque views of the Douro and showcase traditional Portuguese architecture. A leafy oasis in the city, the neighbourhoods are far enough from the hustle and bustle of the centre to create a peaceful atmosphere but not so far as to make the rest of the city inaccessible. Here, you can explore one of the city’s finest art collections at the Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis or spend your day tucked away in the austere grandeur of the area’s historic churches. And for something a little different, step out into the vibrant arts quarter along the Rua de Miguel Bombarda, filled with commercial art galleries, vintage and antique stores, and hip bars and cafés.
For places to stay in this area, see section Miragaia and Massarelos
Top 10 Sights
The Best of the Rest
Galleries
Bars and Cafés
Restaurants
g MIRAGAIA AND MASSARELOS g CONTENTS
1 Centro Português de Fotografia
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Amor de Perdição # . Opening times 10am to 6pm from tuesday to friday, 3 to 7pm saturday and sunday 10am–6pm Tue–Fri, 3–7pm Sat & Sun ∑ . Website. cpf.pt
The fascinating collection of antique cameras from the dawn of photography are displayed on the upper floor of this building, which was once a prison. The museum’s galleries are used for exhibitions of vintage and cutting-edge contemporary imagery.
Photographic equipment at Centro Português de Fotografia
2 Jardim do Carregal
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Clemente Meneres 72 # . Opening times 24 hours 24 hrs
Laid out in 1897 by noted landscape gardener Jerónimo Monteiro da Costa, this garden was rejuvenated in 2009. In the middle of the garden, a statue memorializes famed Porto intellectual Abel Salazar (1889–1946).
3 World of Discoveries
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Miragaia 106 ⌂ Address or Location. 10am–6pm Tue–Fri, 10am–7pm Sat & Sun ∑ . Website. worldofdiscoveries.com & . Admission charge applicable.
Hugely popular with families, this interactive museum and theme park portrays life during Portugal’s 15th- and 16th-century era of maritime exploration, with actors playing celebrated navigators like Vasco da Gama, Bartolomeu Dias and Infante Dom Henrique. A watery ride through the jungle on an indoor imitation of a tropical river is a firm favourite.
4 Museu do Carro Eléctrico
Google Map C3 ⌂ Address or Location. Alameda de Basílio Teles 51 # . Opening times 10am to 6pm From Tuesday to sunday 10am–6pm Tue–Sun ∑ . Website. museudocarroelectrico.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
Porto proudly pioneered electric trams in this part of the world, with a network that was the first on the Iberian Peninsula. The earliest to operate in the city (in 1872) is the centrepiece of this collection of veteran tramcars, housed in the city’s original electricity generating station. Vintage trams still run on some city centre and waterfront routes, where they are operated by the Porto Public Transport Company.
Vintage tram, Museu do Carro Eléctrico
5 Jardins do Palácio de Cristal
The hub of this expanse of lush landscaped terraces (see Jardins do Palácio de Cristal) high above the Douro river is the retro-futuristic concrete dome of the Pavilhão Rosa Mota. Built in 1954, it looks very much like a flying saucer from a science fiction film, and stands on the site of an earlier building that was equally futuristic in its day. Porto’s Palácio de Cristal, built in 1861, paid architectural tribute to London’s Crystal Palace, but it was pulled down to make way for its more modern successor. The pavilion is surrounded by gardens where resident peacocks lend a splash of colour.
6 Igrejas dos Carmelitas e do Carmo
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Carmo # . Opening times Igreja do Carmo: 9am to 6pm daily; Igreja dos Carmelitas: 10am to 12:30pm and 2:30 to 3pm and 4:30 to 5pm daily Igreja do Carmo: 9am–6pm daily; Igreja dos Carmelitas: 10am–12:30pm & 2:30–3pm & 4:30–5pm daily
The 18th-century Igreja do Carmo has one of the most elaborate azulejo façades of any of Porto’s churches and its glittering Rococo interior is equally stunning. Next to it is the more mundane Igreja dos Carmelitas, built for nuns of the Carmelite order. Between the two, the narrowest house in Porto is squeezed into the 1-m- (3-ft-) wide alley.
7 Museu dos Transportes e Comunicações
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Nova da Alfândega ⌂ Address or Location. 10am–1pm & 2–6pm Tue–Fri, 3–7pm Sat & Sun ∑ . Website. amtc.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
Visitors of all ages can explore Porto’s industrial past at the city’s old customs house. Look out for the “Giraffe”, an old crane on the river pier used for loading and unloading goods, then step inside the museum where you’ll find typewriters, counting machines and a guitar sneakily used for olive oil smuggling. Upstairs is a collection of old cars that chauffeured former Portuguese presidents and even Queen Isabel II in 1985.
8 Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis
Five centuries of Portuguese and European secular and religious art are represented in this museum’s extensive collections (see Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis). Highlights include Flemish and Dutch portraiture and still life from the 16th and 17th centuries, and works of religious art salvaged from the dissolution of many of Portugal’s monasteries in the 19th century. The signature work is the sculpture O Desterrado by António Soares dos Reis. There is also a collection of paintings by noted Portuguese Naturalist and Romantic painters, such as Aurélia de Sousa and António Carneiro. The decorative art display includes Chinese and Japanese ceramics and lacquerwork.
Browsing exhibits at Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis
9 Igreja de São Pedro de Miragaia
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo de São Pedro de Miragaia # . Opening times 3:30 to 7pm from tuesday to saturday, 10 to 11:30am on Sunday 3:30–7pm Tue–Sat, 10–11:30am Sun
The church that was first built here served Miragaia’s fishing community and was dedicated to São Pedro, the patron saint of fishers. It was completely rebuilt in the 1730s, and the most striking aspect is its interior – a riot of carved gilt woodwork that combines both Rococo and Baroque elements.
Ornate interior of Igreja de São Pedro de Miragaia
10 Cemitério dos Ingleses
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo da Maternidade de Júlio Dinis 45 # . Opening times Hours vary check website Hours vary check website, ∑ . Website. stjamesoporto.org
The modest gravestone of Joseph James Forrester (1809–62), made a baron of Portugal for his legendary contribution to developing the port trade, is among the many memorials in this secluded Protestant cemetery. It is the last resting place of many notables of Porto’s expatriate community. Next to it is Porto’s first Protestant place of worship, the Anglican Church of St James, completed in 1868 as an extension of the previous chapel that stood here.
A DAY IN MIRAGAIA AND MASSARELOS
Morning
Kick off the day at the Swallow Decadent Brunch before heading a few doors down to Centro Português de Fotografia to admire vintage and contemporary photography and marvel at the historic wood and brass ancestors of today’s digital cameras. From here, it's a short walk to Parque das Virtudes, where you can take in the city views or pop by the Árvore Cooperativa Art Gallery. Slowly make your way north to reach Igreja do Carmo and snap a picture of the vivid blue-and-white azulejo tiles before peeking inside this ornate Rococo church.
Afternoon
Spend your afternoon at the Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis admiring the outstanding collection of gold and silverware, Asian arts and crafts, and works by Portuguese Romantic painters. Next, walk one block north to Rua de Miguel Bombarda to enjoy art with a much more contemporary flavour in the upscale commercial galleries. Look out for murals by local street artists on the outside walls and gables. Stroll through the pretty Jardins do Palácio de Cristal, then head to Restaurante Papavinhos for a dinner of hearty traditional Portuguese cuisine with a fabulous view.
g MIRAGAIA AND MASSARELOS g CONTENTS
The Best of the Rest
1. Parque das Virtudes
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Parque das Virtudes
The miradouro or viewpoint at the edge of the Parque das Virtudes has one of the best views in Porto.
2. Escadas do Caminho Novo
Google Map E5 ⌂ Address or Location. Between Rua Nova da Alfândega and Rua Tomás Gonzaga
A surviving 100-m- (330-ft-) long stretch of the Muralha Fernandina (Fernandine Wall) runs parallel to these steep stairs up to the Palácio de São João Novo.
3. Planetário do Porto
Google Map B3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua das Estrelas # . Opening times 9am to 5:30pm from monday to friday, 2 to 5pm saturday and sunday 9am–5:30pm Mon–Fri, 2–5pm Sat & Sun ∑ . Website. planetario.up.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
Porto’s planetarium, part of the University of Porto’s science faculty, promises a virtual voyage into deep space with a state-of-the-art show.
4. Fonte dos Leões
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça de Gomes Teixeira
Winged lions surround this cast-iron fountain, erected in 1886 by a French company that supplied the city’s water.
Fonte dos Leões in the Praça de Gomes Teixeira
5. Bandeirinha da Saúde
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Bandeirinha 25
This granite obelisk is a Miragaia landmark. It marked the quarantine zone during times of plague.
6. Museu das Marionetas
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Belomonte 61 # . Opening times 2 to 6pm from wednesday to friday, 11am to 1pm and 2 to 6pm from saturday and sunday 2–6pm Wed–Fri, 11am–1pm & 2–6pm Sat & Sun ∑ . Website. marionetasdoporto.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
Puppets and puppetry are the central themes here. The museum has a fascinating collection of marionettes, while the theatre stages shows.
7. Museu do Centro Hospitalar
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Prof Vicente José de Carvalho # . Opening times 9am to 5pm from monday to friday 9am–5pm Mon–Fri ∑ . Website. museu.chporto.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
Tiny but fascinating, this museum re-creates an antiquated apothecary’s laboratory and a pharmacy.
8. Casa de Almeida Garrett
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Dr Barbosa de Castro 39 ¢ . Closing times To the public To the public
One of Porto’s most famous sons, Almeida Garrett, was born in this townhouse and lived here until 1804. A fire gutted the building in 2019.
9. Palacete Pinto Leite
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Maternidade 13 ¢ . Closing times To the public To the public
This Neo-Palladian townhouse was built in the mid-19th century for the aristocratic Pinto Leite dynasty.
10. Igreja e Mosteiro de São Bento da Vitória
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de São Bento da Vitória 45 # . Opening times 9am to noon and 4 to 7pm from tuesday to friday, 9am to noon and 2:30 to 5pm on saturday, 9 to 11:30am on sunday 9am–noon & 4–7pm Tue–Fri, 9am–noon & 2:30–5pm Sat, 9–11:30am Sun & . Admission charge applicable.
This former monastery, founded in 1608, is now used for performances by the Teatro Nacional São João.
g MIRAGAIA AND MASSARELOS g CONTENTS
Galleries
1. Espaço Q/QuadraSoltas
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Tânger 1281 # . Opening times 3:30 to 7pm from tuesday to saturday 3:30–7pm Tue–Sat ∑ . Website. quadrasoltas.com
Quirky and colourful works inspired by comics and street art are among the hallmarks of this refreshingly not-for-profit collective gallery.
2. Galeria Municipal do Porto
Google Map D3 ⌂ Address or Location. Jardins do Palácio de Cristal # . Opening times 10am to 6pm from tuesday to sunday 10am–6pm Tue–Sun ∑ . Website. galeriamunicipaldoporto.pt
Porto’s city art gallery hosts an always engaging and ever-changing calendar of exhibitions, with many works on show outside in the gardens as well.
3. Galeria Presença
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Miguel Bombarda 570 # . Opening times 3 to 7pm from tuesday to saturday 3–7pm Tue–Sat ∑ . Website. galeriapresenca.pt
Adventurous but accessible work by contemporary printmakers is showcased at this commercial gallery with an international reputation.
4. Vantag Galeria
Google Map D3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Calouste Gulbenkian 223 # . Opening times 9:30am to 6pm from monday to friday 9:30am–6pm Mon–Fri
You’ll need to ring the bell to browse the latest exhibits at this gallery, which also functions as a publisher.
5. Árvore – Cooperativa de Actividades Artísticas
E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Azevedo de Albuquerque 1 # . Opening times 10am to 1pm and 2 to 6pm on monday, 10am to 6:30pm from tuesday to friday, 2 to 7pm on saturday 10am–1pm & 2–6pm Mon, 10am–6:30pm Tue–Fri, 2–7pm Sat ∑ . Website. arvorecoop.pt
Founded in 1963 by a group of visual artists, this gallery focuses on showcasing contemporary art. There's also a rooftop terrace, which offers incredible views over Gaia’s waterfront.
6. Kubik
Google Map D4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Restauração 10 # . Opening times 2 to 7pm from tuesday to saturday 2–7pm Tue–Sat ∑ . Website. kubikgallery.com
This youthful gallery opened in 2010 and quickly established itself as the go-to place for conceptual work by new Portuguese artists.
7. Ap’arte Galeria de Arte
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Miguel Bombarda 221 # . Opening times 11am to 2pm and 2:30 to 7pm from tuesday to saturday 11am–2pm & 2:30–7pm Tue–Sat ∑ . Website. apartegaleria.com
Launched in 2010 by a team of young curators, Ap’arte is committed to all that is cutting-edge in painting, photography and sculpture.
8. Galeria Fernando Santos
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Miguel Bombarda 526 # . Opening times 3 to 7pm monday and saturday, 10am to 12:30om and 3 to 7pm from tuesday to friday 3–7pm Mon & Sat, 10am–12:30pm & 3–7pm Tue–Fri ∑ . Website. galeriafernandosantos.com
Opened in 1993, Galeria Fernando Santos was one of the pioneers of the Porto art scene. The gallery promotes the work of contemporary artists.
9. Galeria Quadrado Azul
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Miguel Bombarda 553 # . Opening times 3 to 7pm from monday to saturday 3–7pm Mon–Sat ∑ . Website. quadradoazul.pt
This gallery was opened in 1986 and has since built a strong reputation for adventurous contemporary art.
10. Ó! Galeria
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Miguel Bombarda 61 # . Opening times 1 to 7pm from monday to saturday 1–7pm Mon–Sat ∑ . Website. ogaleria.com
Ema Ribeiro’s colourful art store specializes in work by 21st-century illustrators and graphic artists from all over the world.
Contemporary illustrations on display at Ó! Galeria
g MIRAGAIA AND MASSARELOS g CONTENTS
Bars and Cafés
1. Rota do Chá
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Miguel Bombarda 457
This secret tea garden is a perfect place to unwind after a morning in the local art galleries. It serves rare teas from all over the world.
2. Swallow Decadent Brunch
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Campo dos Mártires da Pátria 144 ∑ . Website. swallowbrunch.com
Fried chicken and waffles are the signature dish at this brunch staple run by a Canadian couple based in Porto.
3. Confeitaria Portilho
Google Map D4 ⌂ Address or Location. Alameda de Basílio Teles 11A ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun
For fabulous pastéis de nata and freshly brewed coffee, this friendly little café is hard to beat.
4. Torto
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de José Falcão 199
The bar’s inventive cocktails, including the spicy Picant Gang Gang, are the perfect post-meal treat before hitting the clubs down Galerias de Paris.
5. Mirajazz
Google Map E5 ⌂ Address or Location. Escadas do Caminho Novo
For live music – mostly jazz, although other genres make an appearance too – with a view, Mirajazz is the place to be. Performances usually take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6:30pm to 8pm.
Soaking up the view from the rooftop of Mirajazz
6. Miradouro Ignez
Google Map D4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Restauração 252
With a perfect view over the Douro river, this bar has everything you need to watch the sun go down with great company and great drinks.
7. Pixote Karaoke Bar
Google Map D2 ⌂ Address or Location. Loja 4, Rua do Campo Alegre 241 # . Opening times 11pm to 4am daily 11pm–4am daily
This late-night joint is lots of fun for outgoing, gregarious night owls. The staff are friendly, drinks are cheap and it is open into the small hours.
8. Quintal Bioshop
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Rosário 177 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun
Vegetarians and vegans will love this café and its gluten-free and meat-free soups, burgers and juices.
9. Capela Incomum
Google Map E3 ⌂ Address or Location. 79-81 Travessa do Carregal 77 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun
The ideal spot for a quiet evening sipping wines from Douro, Minho and Dao vineyards, this wine bar is set in the atmospheric stone vaults of a 16th-century chapel.
10. Catraio Craft Beer
Google Map F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Cedofeita 256 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun
Porto’s first artisan beer bar dispels any notion that Portuguese beer is just about fizzy lagers. There is a beer garden and a pavement terrace.
g MIRAGAIA AND MASSARELOS g CONTENTS
Restaurants
1. Digby
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Restauração 336
• €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
The restaurant of one of the city’s most stylish boutique hotels offers a simple menu but the dishes are superb.
Varied breakfast buffet in the hotel at Digby
2. Taberna do Cais das Pedras
Google Map D4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Monchique 56–58 ¢ . Closing times monday Mon • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Decor reminiscent of the 1970s provides the setting for an equally old-school menu. Highlights include smoked alheira sausages and, of course, bacalhau.
3. Antiqvvm
Google Map D3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Entre Quintas 220 ¢ . Closing times monday and sunday Mon & Sun • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
For a special treat, try this lauded Michelin-favoured restaurant, which serves a dazzling menu that celebrates every product of Portugal.
4. O Fado
Google Map F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de São João Novo 16 # . Opening times dinner monday to saturday D Mon–Sat • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Those whose bucket list includes an evening of fado need look no further than here. The menu includes a variety of grilled seafood and meat, but the music is the main attraction.
5. Restaurante Papavinhos
Google Map D4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Monchique 23 ¢ . Closing times monday Mon • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Unfussy traditional cooking with a light modern touch is the hallmark of this restaurant with great views.
6. Taberna Santo António
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua das Virtudes 32 ¢ . Closing times dinner sunday and monday D Sun & Mon • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
For a truly local experience, head to this old-fashioned eating house. Menu options are limited to four grilled meat or seafood dishes.
7. Restaurante O Caseirinho
Google Map D4 ⌂ Address or Location. Cais das Pedras 40 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Locals like this place for its properly traditional menu. Visitors looking to try the city’s signature dish, tripas à moda do Porto, will find it here.
8. Capa no Rio
Google Map C3 ⌂ Address or Location. Alameda de Basílio Teles 24 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Simple Portuguese dishes, including Porto’s favourite francesinha sandwich, rissóis (fried patties) and grilled meat and fish, are on the menu here.
9. Alfândega Douro
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Miragaia 106 ¢ . Closing times monday Mon • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
This ideal lunchtime stop is noted for its variations on the francesinha theme, offering five versions of the dish.
10. Intrigo
Google Map E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Tomás Gonzaga ¢ . Closing times tuesday and wednesday Tue & Wed • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
It is all about the baking at Intrigo. Slabs of delicious artisan bread are topped with pungent savoury cod, smoked sausage, pork and beef.
See restaurant price categories
g AREA BY AREA g CONTENTS
BOAVISTA
Sleek and modern Boavista is perched north of the city centre. Its main artery, Avenida da Boavista, features upmarket boutiques, which line wide, leafy avenues, while fine works of modern religious architecture and an outstanding museum of contemporary art, set in the beautiful landscaped gardens at Serralves, add colour and character. There are several bars and restaurants in the area, too, creating a lively buzz come afternoons and evenings as locals and visitors alike tuck into meals or toast the day.
For places to stay in this area, see section Boavista
Top 10 Sights
Bars and Cafés
Restaurants
1 Serralves
This aristocratic garden and arts complex has much to offer lovers of both contemporary art and modern architecture – and it is also a very pleasant green haven (see Serralves). The hub of the gardens is a striking Art Deco edifice, designed for the estate’s former owner, Count Carlos Alberto Cabral, by French architect Charles Siclis. With its pink paintwork and swooping curves, it would not look out of place on Miami Beach. Nearby, the boxy minimalist Museu de Serralves houses a permanent collection of modern art as well as visiting exhibitions.
2 Casa da Música
This futuristic complex (see Casa da Música) in the heart of Boavista is Porto’s prime venue for classical, opera, jazz and contemporary music. Home of the Orquestra Sinfónica do Porto Casa da Música, Porto’s national symphony orchestra, it also hosts visiting ensembles who come from far and wide to perform in its 1,300-seat concert hall. Designed by Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas, the building opened in 2005. Inside, the VIP Room is adorned with specially commissioned vivid blue azulejo tiles, which pay homage to the 16th-century heyday of these typically Portuguese ceramics and the skilled artists who made them.
Modern architecture of the Casa da Música
3 Igreja de São Martinho de Cedofeita
Google Map E2 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo do Priorado § . Telephone. two two two. zero zero zero. six three five 222 000 635 # . Opening times For services: 3:30 to 7pm on Saturday, 10am to noon and 6 to 9:30pm on Sunday For services: 3:30–7pm Sat, 10am–noon & 6–9:30pm Sun
Although much less ornate than the grander places of worship in the historic centre, this modest church is a fascinating blend of ancient and modern styles. A church reportedly stood here as early as the 9th century CE. It was replaced in the late 11th century by a sturdy Romanesque edifice, retaining its original dome until modern times. The baptismal chapel and nave were destroyed by a fire in 2017 and have been rebuilt in a somewhat plain but light and airy modern manner that complements the original building.
4 Jardim Botânico do Porto
Google Map B2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Campo Alegre 1191 # . Opening times 9am to 7pm daily 9am–7pm daily ∑ . Website. mhnc.up.pt/jardim-botanicodo-porto
The botanical gardens are a fabulous place to get away from the bustle of the city. Exotic and native Portuguese trees, shrubs and flowering plants flourish in the verdant setting of the historic Casa Andresen estate, while subtropical and desert flora are protected from the cooler climate in heated glasshouses.
5 Synagoge Kadoorie Mekor Haim and Jewish Museum
Google Map C2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Guerra Junqueiro 328/340 # . Opening times Synagogue: for tours by appointment only; museum: 2:30 to 5:30pm From Monday to Thursday Synagogue: for tours by appointment only; museum: 2:30–5:30pm Mon–Thu ∑ . Website. comunidade-israelita-porto.org & . Admission charge applicable.
The suppressed history of Porto’s Jewish community is revealed in the small museum attached to this unique Jewish place of worship. The largest synagogue in Portugal and Spain, it opened in 1938 and was the life’s work of Artur Carlos de Barros Basto, a Portuguese military officer.
Interior of the Synagoge Kadoorie Mekor Haim
6 Igreja Paroquial do Carvalhido
Google Map K1 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça do Exército Libertador 52 § . Telephone. two two nine. three one three. zero seven three 228 313 073 # . Opening times 9:30am to noon and 3 to 6pm From monday to friday, 9:30am to noon on saturday 9:30am–noon & 3–6pm Mon–Fri, 9:30am–noon Sat
The Carvalhido neighbourhood’s original parish church is a little gem despite its rather unassuming street-corner setting. Its twin towers frame the dazzling azulejo façade behind which is the vaulted interior.
7 Igreja de São Martinho de Lordelo
Google Map A2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua das Condominhas 739 § . Telephone. two two six. one seven zero. six seven one 226 170 671 # . Opening times 8:30 to 11am and 5 to 7pm daily 8:30–11am & 5–7pm daily
This simple church was begun in 1764 and stands on the site of a smaller 13th century chapel. Its left tower was not completed until 1867 and the azulejos which grace the lower walls of its Neo-Classical interior were added in 1888.
8 Cemitério de Agramonte
Google Map C2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Agramonte # . Opening times 8:30am to 5pm daily 8:30am–5pm daily ∑ . Website. ambiente.cm-porto.pt/cemiterios/cemiterio-de-agramonte-1
Ornate mausoleums erected for Porto’s plutocrats testify to the extraordinary wealth of the city’s 19th-century elites. Leading sculptors of the time, including the great António Soares dos Reis, were commissioned to create some of these elaborate memorials. Unlike those of their wealthy counterparts, the coffins of the less prosperous were stacked in the Jazigo Municipal, a communal catacomb located near the main entrance to the cemetery.
9 Mercado Bom Sucesso
Google Map D2 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça Bom Sucesso 74–90 # . Opening times Market: From 8am daily; closing hours vary, check website Market: From 8am daily; closing hours vary, check website ∑ . Website. mercadobomsucesso.pt/lojas/perola-do-bom-sucesso
In the heart of Porto, the Mercado Bom Sucesso, on the Praça do Bom Sucesso, is a must-visit spot for foodies. This neighbourhood market offers the best of gourmet snacking. First built in the 1940s, it still has a small fruit and vegetable section run by the famous Pérola do Bom Sucesso grocery store, though most of the space has now been taken over by food stalls selling everything from sweets to francesinhas to seafood platters. There are plenty of restaurants and bars where you can sit down and enjoy your meal.
Shoppers and diners at the Mercado Bom Sucesso
10 Rotunda da Boavista
Google Map D1 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça Mouzinho de Albuquerque
This square is more commonly known as Rotunda Boavista due to its round shape and the avenue of the same name that begins here. It is a busy little spot, and a popular meeting place for locals. A massive lion trampling an eagle surmounts the triumphal column in the centre of the circular park, symbolizing the expulsion of the French from Portugal and the final Anglo-Portuguese defeat of Napoleon’s invading armies during the Peninsular War (1808–14). The 45-m- (150-ft-) tall column, designed by the celebrated Porto architect José Marques da Silva and the Portuguese sculptor Alves de Sousa, took a total of 42 years to build.
Relaxing at the foot of the Rotunda da Boavista
A DAY IN BOAVISTA
Morning
Start the day with a one-hour guided tour of the Casa da Música to learn more about the inspiration for its cutting-edge architecture, the techniques used in its design and a demonstration of the fine acoustics of its auditorium. Keep your camera handy to capture the azulejo tiles adorning the VIP Room. Afterwards, take a moment to relax with a coffee at Casa da Música’s café. Then stroll down to the Mercado Bom Sucesso, where you can admire rainbow-coloured stacks of fruit and vegetables from Pérola do Bom Sucesso, and treat yourself in the food court to gourmet petiscos, sushi, salads and a glass or two of Vinho Verde.
Afternoon
Hop on bus 203 or 207 towards Serralves and spend a few hours wandering around lush landscaped gardens, admiring the quirky Art Deco style of the Casa de Serralves and taking in some of the modern sculptures dotted around the grounds, such as Olafur Eliasson’s The Curious Vortex. For dinner, Avenida da Boavista offers a wide choice of options, ranging from old-school grill taverns to contemporary restaurants. Churrasqueira São Francisco delights carnivores with a menu dominated by meat platters. Wind up the evening with a drink and a live gig at the Hot Five Jazz & Blues Club.
Bars and Cafés
1. Boémia Café
Google Map D1 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue de França 32 Ave de França 32 § . Telephone. two two six. zero nine nine. Eight one six 226 099 816 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun
Sweet and savoury croissants, rich hot chocolate, homemade rabanadas (french toast)and a choice of ten teas are offered here.
2. The Dog
Google Map D1 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de 5 de Outubro 213 § . Telephone. two two zero. one four four. four three three 220 144 433 # . Opening times noon to 11pm from monday to saturday Noon–11pm Mon–Sat
Cachorros (puppies) – baguettes stuffed with sausage meat and melted cheese – are the signature snack at this cheerful café.
3. Baco Coffee Lab
Google Map E2 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Alexandre Sá Pinto 22 § . Telephone. nine three seven. five zero two. nine three nine 937 502 939 ¢ . Closing times monday Mon
Brothers Patrícia and Miguel run this cosy café, which serves up speciality coffee, natural wines and delicious pastrami toasts.
4. Pardal
Google Map E2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Boavista 655 § . Telephone. two two two. zero Eight three. one six six 222 083 166 ¢ . Closing times Lunch sunday and monday L Sun & Mon
Specializing in cakes from the city of Amarante, Pardal is known for its bolo de bolacha (biscuit cake) and pudim do santo, similar to crème brûlée.
5. Hot Five Jazz and Blues Club
Google Map C1 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Guerra Junqueiro 495 ∑ . Website. hotfive.pt
In business since 2006, this small club has managed to survive thanks to its network of musicians and a dedicated audience that comes to catch the regular jam sessions and concerts.
6. Casa da Música
Google Map D1 ⌂ Address or Location. Casa da Música, avenue da Boavista 604 Casa da Música, Ave da Boavista 604 § . Telephone. two two zero. one two zero. two two zero 220 120 220
This café at the bottom of the city’s ultramodern concert hall is a favourite spot with locals who come to study or unwind before a show.
Cafe at the Casa da Música
7. Arcádia
Google Map D2 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça do Bom Sucesso 74–90, inside Mercado Bom Sucesso # . Opening times 8am to 11pm daily 8am–11pm daily
Not only is this chocolate shop great for picking up a sweet treat, such as truffles and peanut-butter filled chocolates, it also serves excellent ice cream and mugs of delicious hot chocolate.
8. Bar Labirintho
Google Map D2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Nossa Senhora de Fátima 334 § . Telephone. nine one Eight. Eight Eight seven. six six six 918 887 666
This aptly named bar and arts centre is indeed a three-dimensional maze of quirky themed rooms over many floors. Head for the patio in summer.
9. Ponto 2
Google Map D1 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue da França 202 Ave da França 202 § . Telephone. nine one two. zero one Eight. six six nine 912 018 669 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun
The homely smell of fresh baking and warm dough wafts through this smartly Cubist space, where sweet and savoury sandwiches are on offer.
10. Taberna do Zé
Google Map B1 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue da Boavista 1430 Ave da Boavista 1430 # . Opening times 10pm to 6am from tuesday to saturday 10pm–6am Tue–Sat
One of the oldest tascas in Porto, Taberna do Zé serves veal loin pregos (sandwiches) and wine all night long.
Restaurants
1. Churrasqueira São Francisco
Google Map C2 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue da Boavista 1044 Ave da Boavista 1044 § . Telephone. two two six. zero zero seven. three six seven 226 007 367 ¢ . Closing times monday Mon • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
This restaurant caters to local tastes, with grilled chicken, pork and meat platters.
2. Rosa do Porto
Google Map C1 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua 15 de Novembro 23 § . Telephone. two two two. four two one. two zero nine 222 421 209 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
The menu here is firmly traditional, featuring popular dishes such as bolinhos de bacalhau (cod fishcakes) and arroz de marisco (seafood rice).
3. LEA - Food and Drinks
Google Map C1 ⌂Address or Location. avenue da Boavista 854 Ave da Boavista 854 § . Telephone. nine three one. seven zero zero. three seven zero 931 700 370 ¢ . Closing times monday and tuesday Mon & Tue
All-day brunch and tasty cocktails make this the perfect pitstop in Boavista. On sunny days, you can grab a seat on the terrace in the back.
4. Restaurante Universal
Google Map E2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Aníbal Cunha 252 § . Telephone. nine six two. Eight one Eight. four two four 962 818 424 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
This plain and simple restaurant is renowned for its filling francesinha sandwiches and generous portions.
5. Restaurante Casa da Música
Google Map D1 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue da Boavista 604 Ave da Boavista 604 § . Telephone. two two zero. one zero seven. one six zero 220 107 160 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
The bright modern setting of the Casa da Música’s restaurant is matched by a contemporary menu.
6. Casa Agrícola
Google Map D2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Bom Sucesso 347 § . Telephone. two two six. zero five three. three five zero 226 053 350 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
White linen, glittering glassware and polished dark wood provide a grand setting for a sophisticated Portuguese menu at this upscale restaurant, which features seafood dishes such as monkfish tournedos and tiger prawns flambé.
Charming exterior of the Casa Agrícola
7. Mendi
Google Map B1 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue da Boavista 1430 Ave da Boavista 1430 § . Telephone. two two six. zero nine one. two zero zero 226 091 200 ¢ . Closing times monday and sunday Mon & Sun • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Meat and vegetable pakoras, and tandoori and kebab dishes dominate the menu at this vegetarian-friendly South Asian restaurant.
8. Em Carne Viva
Google Map C1 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue da Boavista 868 Ave da Boavista 868 ¢ . Closing times monday and sunday Mon & Sun ∑ . Website. emcarneviva.pt • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
The gourmet meat-free menu here is a blessing for vegetarians, and the inviting terrace in the back makes it a perfect spot for a summer meal.
9. Restaurante Essência
Google Map K1 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Pedro Hispano 1190 § . Telephone. two two Eight. three zero one. Eight one three 228 301 813 ¢ . Closing times Lunch monday and sunday L Mon & Sun • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Catering for all tastes, Essência offers a menu that ranges from meat-free lasagne to baked cod and prawn risottos, all served in a sleek modern setting.
10. Somos Restaurante and Lounge
Google Map B1 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue da Boavista 1466 Ave da Boavista 1466 § . Telephone. two two six. zero seven two. five five two 226 072 552 • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
This smart contemporary restaurant serves meat dishes, including huge ribeye and entrecôte steaks from rare-breed Galician cattle.
See restaurant price categories
g AREA BY AREA g CONTENTS
VILA NOVA DE GAIA
Vila Nova de Gaia, located just across the Douro river from Porto, is steeped in history, having played a significant role in the 18th-century wine trade with England. Though little remains of the Roman-Visigothic city that once stood here until the 8th century, this town thrives as a hub for wine enthusiasts, with wine cellars and port lodges making it a must-visit for those looking to explore the region’s viticulture – and sample a few different vintages. The riverside town is easily reached from Porto by taking a scenic walk across the iconic Ponte Dom Luís I or via a shuttle ferry from Porto’s Cais da Estiva; on arrival, the picturesque waterfront rewards your journey with stellar views.
For places to stay in this area, see section Vila Nova de Gaia
Top 10 Sights
The Best of the Rest
Vila Nova Wine Cellars
Tascas and Tabernas
Restaurants
g VILA NOVA DE GAIA g CONTENTS
1 Cais de Gaia
Numerous bars and cafés line Vila Nova de Gaia’s attractive waterfront, which is also a delightful place for a leisurely walk because of its great views. Traditional barcos rabelos, the lateen-rigged sailboats that once carried cargoes of port wine downriver from the Douro vineyards to the warehouses of Vila Nova de Gaia, are still moored along the quaysides.
Alfresco dining in Cais de Gaia
2 Igreja de Santa Marinha
Google Map F6 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo de Santa Marinha § . Telephone. two two three. seven five two. Eight six two 223 752 862
The prolific Nicolau Nasoni, architect of many of Porto’s fine churches, redesigned this attractive small church in the Baroque style in 1745 on the site of an older 14th-century chapel. He retained its original decorated altarpieces and altar but added the azulejo tilework.
3 Jardim do Morro
Google Map G5 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue da República Ave da República
There is a stunning view from this small hilltop park at the upper end of Vila Nova de Gaia’s cable car and opposite the Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar. Palm trees and green parakeets brighten the gardens, and it is a great place to snap the Ponte Dom Luís I.
4 Convento de Corpus Christi
Google Map F6 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo de Aljubarrota 13 § . Telephone. two two three. seven four two. two six two 223 742 262 # . Opening times 9am to 12:30pm and 2 to 5:30pm from tuesday to sunday 9am–12:30pm & 2–5:30pm Tue–Sun
This gracious former monastery was founded in 1345 by a wealthy local noble-woman, Dona Maria Mendes Petite, who gave it to nuns of the Dominican order. Its most striking element is a domed octagonal chapel with four decorated side altars and an elaborate coffered ceiling embellished with paintings of saints and key figures of the order. Since 2009, part of the building has been used to host cultural events.
5 Casa-Museu Teixeira Lopes
Google Map L2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Teixeira Lopes 32 § . Telephone. two two three. seven four two. nine zero four 223 742 904 # . Opening times 9am to 12:30pm and 2 to 5:30pm from tuesday to saturday 9am–12:30pm & 2–5:30pm Tue–Sat & . Admission charge applicable.
This mansion, originally the home of Porto architect José Teixeira Lopes, offers a glimpse into the lifestyle of the 19th-century upper classes and also houses an extensive collection of sculpture created by the architect’s brother, António Teixeira Lopes.
6 Mercado Beira-Rio
Google Map F5 # . Opening times 11am to 10pm daily 11am–10pm daily ∑ . Website. mercadobeirario.pt
This rejuvenated fresh produce market close to the Douro river offers visitors the chance to share a table with locals. It’s a great spot to sample myriad sweet and savoury local delicacies, such as toucinho do céu, tarte de amêndoa, alheira and, of course, the obligatory francesinha, at its many food and drink stalls while listening to the occasional live music and poetry readings.
7 Teleférico de Gaia
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Cais de Gaia # . Opening times Hours vary, check website Hours vary, check website ∑ . Website. gaiacablecar.com & . Admission charge applicable.
There is a fantastic bird’s-eye view of the Douro and the city from this cable car, which takes five minutes to ascend from the riverside at Cais de Gaia to its upper terminus at the Jardim de Morro, close to the upper deck of the Ponte Dom Luís I.
Teleférico de Gaia soaring above Porto’s old town
8 Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar
Google Map G5 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo de Aviz # . Opening times 10am to 6:30pm from tuesday to sunday 10am–6:30pm Tue–Sun ∑ . Website. culturanorte.gov.pt
Founded in the 16th century by the Augustinian order, the Serra do Pilar monastery took more than 70 years to build. It was garrisoned by both British and French troops during their battle for Porto in 1809, and by Liberal forces during the Siege of Porto in 1832 and it is still used as a military headquarters. The monastery’s unusual circular church is one of Vila Nova de Gaia’s most identifiable landmarks. The view of the Douro, the Porto quaysides and the Ponte Dom Luís I from here is truly spectacular.
9 World of Wine
Google Map F6 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Choupelo # . Opening times 10am to 7pm daily 10am–7pm daily ∑ . Website. wow.pt
When World of Wine opened its doors at the end of 2020, it became the city’s biggest purpose-built visitor attraction, with six museums covering history, chocolate, drinking vessels, Portugal’s cork industry and wine production and Rosé wine. It’s easy to spend a day exploring.
10 Centro Interpretativo do Património da Afurada
Google Map A4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua António dos Santos 10 # . Opening times 10am to 12:30pm and 1:30 to 6pm daily 10am–12:30pm & 1:30–6pm daily ∑ . Website. parquebiologico.pt/centro-interpretativo-do-patrimonio-da-afurada
Getting to the charming fishing community of São Pedro da Afurada, downriver from the centre of Vila Nova de Gaia, can be tricky (take a bus or taxi ride), but it’s worth it if you’re looking to experience fine views of Porto and a local vibe. The interpretive centre, with its collection of costumes, boats, ship models and old-fashioned fishing equipment, offers a window on to a way of life now long gone.
A DAY IN VILA NOVA DE GAIA
Morning
Cross the Douro from Baixa to Vila Nova de Gaia by the Ponte Dom Luís I for a one-hour conducted tour of the Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar and its landmark round church. From its terrace, it is possible to imagine General Arthur Wellesley, soon to become Duke of Wellington, gazing across the river planning the liberation of Porto from the French in 1809. Then cross Avenida da República to the Jardim do Morro and the upper station of the Teleférico de Gaia for a five-minute aerial ride down to the river bank. Stroll along the Cais de Gaia riverfront for lunch at DeCastro and share a platter of petiscos.
Afternoon
Cross Largo de Miguel Bombarda to the Sandeman wine cellar, where the unmistakable silhouette of the trademark Sandeman Don, in sombrero and ankle-length cloak, greets visitors to one of Gaia’s great wine lodges. Allow a couple of hours for an escorted tour and a tasting of up to six luscious ports from their Douro vineyards, lovingly aged in historic cellars, then head to the World of Wine terrace for sweeping views of Porto’s skyline. Finally, hop aboard a Douro river taxi for a sunset mini-cruise back to the Cais da Ribeira and have dinner and a glass of wine overlooking Vila Nova de Gaia before turning in for the evening.
g VILA NOVA DE GAIA g CONTENTS
The Best of the Rest
1. Passadiço de Gaia
Google Map K3 ⌂ Address or Location. Praia de Lavadores
Wooden walkways take you along Gaia’s waterfront in this 15-km- (9-mile-) long trail connecting the sandy Praia de Lavadores to the city of Espinho in the south.
2. Parque Biológico de Gaia
Google Map L3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Cunha # . Opening times april to september: 10am to 7pm daily; october to march: 10am to 5pm daily Apr–Sep: 10am–7pm daily; Oct–Mar: 10am–5pm daily ∑ . Website. parquebiologico.pt
Families can meet creatures great and small in the grounds of this former farm, encompassing pools, streams, woodland and meadows.
3. Zoo Santo Inácio
Google Map M3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua 5 de Outubro # . Opening times 10am daily; closing times vary, check website From 10am daily; closing times vary, check website ∑ . Website. zoosantoinacio.com & . Admission charge applicable.
The Asiatic lions are the pride of Vila Nova de Gaia’s zoo, along with other endangered species such as Snow Leopards and Siberian Tigers.
4. Reserva Natural Local do Estuário do Douro
Google Map K2 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue Deocleciano Monteiro Ave Deocleciano Monteiro ∑ . Website. parquebiologico.pt
At this 20-ha (49-acre) nature reserve close to the city centre, wooden walkways lead along a long stretch of sandy beach backed by dunes.
5. Praia da Madalena
Google Map K3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Mar 450
With blue flag status indicating high standards of cleanliness, this is one of Porto’s favourite beaches.
6. Estação Litoral da Aguda
Google Map K4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Dr Alfredo Dias # . Opening times 10am to 1pm and 2 to 6pm daily 10am–1pm & 2–6pm daily ∑ . Website. fundacao-ela.pt
Inside this modern aquarium, dozens of denizens of the waters off Porto’s shores lurk in tanks that re-create their natural marine habitats.
7. Clube Golf de Miramar
Google Map K4 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue Sacadura Cabral Ave Sacadura Cabral # . Opening times summer: 9am to 8pm daily; Winter: 9am to 6pm daily Summer: 9am–8pm daily; winter: 9am–6pm daily ∑ . Website. cgm.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
This nine-hole, par-70 seaside course was laid out by renowned Scottish golf course architect Philip Mackenzie Ross.
8. Cockburn’s Port Lodge
Google Map E6 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Serpa Pinto 346 # . Opening times 10am to 6pm daily 10am–6pm daily ∑ . Website. cockburns.com & . Admission charge applicable. / . Guided tour available.
This cathedral of port is the largest of Vila Nova de Gaia’s traditional lodges.
9. Private Sailing Tour
Google Map A5 ⌂ Address or Location. Douro Marina, Rua da Praia ∑ . Website. riversoul-turismo-fluvial.webnode.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
A private cruise on the Douro is a great way to see the Vila Nova de Gaia and Cais da Ribeira from the water.
10. Capela do Senhor da Pedra
Google Map K4 ⌂ Address or Location. Alameda do Senhor da Pedra
This unusual six-sided chapel is at its most picturesque around sunset.
Capela do Senhor da Pedra perched on a rock
g VILA NOVA DE GAIA g CONTENTS
Vila Nova de Gaia Wine Cellars
1. Sandeman
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Miguel Bombarda 47 # . Opening times 10am to 6pm daily 10am–6pm daily ∑ . Website. sandeman.eu & . Admission charge applicable. / . Guided tour available.
The six different tours here include samplings of up to six wines, while the brand’s history can be discovered for free in the Sandeman Hall.
2. Graham’s
Google Map E5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Agro 141 # . Opening times 9:30am to 6pm daily 9:30am–6pm daily ∑ . Website. grahams-port.com & . Admission charge applicable.
Within the solid granite walls of this 19th-century lodge, wines mature in more than 2,000 casks and oak vats, while vintage port slumbers for years.
3. Taylor’s
Google Map F6 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Choupelo # . Opening times 10am to 6:15pm daily 10am–6:15pm daily ∑ . Website. taylor.pt & . Admission charge applicable. / . Guided tour available.
Tastings of two very different ports round off the self-guided audio tour at this cellar.
4. Caves Ferreira
Google Map E6 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue de Ramos Pinto 70 Ave de Ramos Pinto 70 # . Opening times 10am to 12:30pm and 2 to 6pm daily 10am–12:30pm & 2–6pm daily ∑ . Website. winetourism.sogrape.com
Learn the story of “A Ferreirinha” who turned the business into a 19th-century success story.
Bottle of Ferreira port wine at Caves Ferreira
5. Cálem
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue de Diogo Leite 344 Ave de Diogo Leite 344 # . Opening times 10am to 7pm daily 10am–7pm daily ∑ . Website. tour.calem.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
With its red-tiled warehouses, Cálem is the archetypal Gaia port lodge.
6. Porto Augusto’s
Google Map F6 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de França 10 # . Opening times 11am to 6pm daily 11am-6pm daily ∑ . Website. portoaugustos.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
For a quick and informative overview of port styles head to this family-run winery. Part of your ticket cost can go towards a wine bottle at the end.
7. Real Companhia Velha
Google Map H6 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Azevedo Magalhães 314 # . Opening times 10:15am to 4:45pm daily 10:15am–4:45pm daily ∑ . Website. realcompanhiavelha.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
This modern visitor centre focuses on the history of the largest wine maker in the Douro region. It also explores the area’s many grape varieties.
8. Espaço Porto Cruz
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Miguel Bombarda 23 # . Opening times 11am to 7:30pm From tuesday to saturday, 11am to 7pm on sunday 11am–7:30pm Tue–Sat, 11am–7pm Sun ∑ . Website. espacoportocruz.pt
Order a port by the glass or opt for the guided tasting, which can include up to seven ports paired with handmade chocolates, cheeseboards or Portuguese canned fish.
9. Churchill’s
Google Map E5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Fonte Nova 5 # . Opening times 10am to 6pm daily 10am–6pm daily ∑ . Website. drinkchurchills.com & . Admission charge applicable. / . Guided tour available.
Founded in 1981, this boutique winery offers a tasting tour which reveals Churchill’s mission to “rethink port wine” by creating lighter ports.
10. Caves Burmester
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Dom Luís I # . Opening times 10am to 1pm and 2 to 7pm daily 10am–1pm & 2–7pm daily ∑ . Website. burmester.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
Known for its Porto and Douro Doc wines, this is one of the most prestigious names in Portuguese wine.
Venerable 19th-century Caves Burmester port winery
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Tascas and Tabernas
1. Taberninha do Manel
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue de Diogo Leite 308 Ave de Diogo Leite 308 ¢ . Closing times monday and Tuesday Mon & Tue ∑ . Website. taberninhadomanel.comportugal.com
Petiscos at this well-priced restaurant range from bowls of shrimp and mussels to charcuterie platters.
2. Casa Adão
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue de Ramos Pinto 252 Ave de Ramos Pinto 252 § . Telephone. two two three. seven five zero. four nine two 223 750 492 ¢ . Closing times tuesday Tue
With its workaday frontage and unfussy brightly lit interior, this old-school diner offers no frills but serves an affordable menu, mainly to locals.
3. Casa Dias
F5 ⌂Address or Location. avenue de Ramos Pinto 242 Ave de Ramos Pinto 242 § . Telephone. two two three. seven five zero. four six seven 223 750 467 ¢ . Closing times monday and sunday Mon & Sun • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Embellished with tiles and boat replicas, this cosy tavern features a great selection of grilled fish and codfish dishes like bacalhau à braga (fried cod with onion sauce).
4. Barris do Douro
Google Map G5 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue de Diogo Leite 402 Ave de Diogo Leite 402 § . Telephone. two two three seven five two four one nine 223 752 419 ¢ . Closing times monday and dinner sunday Mon & D Sun
Within its unassuming façade, Barris do Douro serves a menu of cod fishcakes, roasted chouriço and tender veal steak.
5. Taberna de São Pedro
Google Map A4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Costa Goodofilm 34 § . Telephone. nine one five. four six five. nine one Eight 915 465 918 ¢ . Closing times dinner sunday D Sun
It is worth hopping on a taxi or bus to Afurada just to savour the seafood in the ambient surroundings of this waterfront restaurant.
6. Pedra Furada Tasca
Google Map A4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua 27 de Fevereiro 17 § . Telephone. nine one one. seven five five. five three zero 911 755 530 ¢ . Closing times monday Mon
This postcard-pretty restaurant, with its inviting canary-yellow front, has a super terrace beside the river.
7. Dom Luís
F5 ⌂Address or Location. Avenue de Ramos Pinto 266 Ave de Ramos Pinto 266 § . Telephone. two two three seven five one two five one 223751251 ¢ . Closing times monday Mon • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Taking its name from Ponte Dom Luís I, this traditional restaurant serves hearty dishes such as bacalhau com natas (codfish with cream sauce) and arroz de marisco (seafood rice).
8. DaTerra
Google Map C4 ⌂ Address or Location. Inside Mercado Beira-Rio ∑ . Website. daterra.pt
Porto (like all of Portugal) can be tricky for vegetarians and vegans, so this genuine vegan buffet restaurant is an oasis. There are dozens of dishes on offer here, and the selection changes daily.
9. Beira Rio
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue de Diogo Leite 64 Ave de Diogo Leite 64 § . Telephone. two two three. seven five six. nine five nine 223 756 959
Francesinhas, grilled chouriço, chicken, sardines and fish soup anchor an unpretentious menu at this waterfront tavern.
Roasted chouriço sausage at Beira Rio
10. Toca do Coelho
C4 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Sampaio Bruno 2 § . Telephone. two two three. seven five four. Eight two zero 223 754 820 ¢ . Closing times dinner and sunday D & Sun • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
This lively tasca on the side of Mercado Beira-Rio serves simple fare like codfish cakes and fresh octopus salad.
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1. The Yeatman
Google Map F6 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Choupelo § . Telephone. two two zero. one three three. one zero zero 220 133 100 # . Opening times Dinner tuesday to saturday D Tue–Sat • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Gastronomes love this magnificent Michelin-starred restaurant for its imaginative tasting menus.
2. Armazém do Peixe
Google Map A4 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Padre Joaquim De Araújo 311 ∑ . Website. afurada.armazemdopeixe.pt • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Diners can watch their choice of fish being grilled over charcoal here.
3. Barão Fladgate
Google Map F6 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Choupelo 250 ∑ . Website. baraofladgate.com • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Magnificent surroundings and a fine view are keynotes of this restaurant.
4. Tempêro d’Maria
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue de Diogo Leite 278 Ave de Diogo Leite 278 § . Telephone. nine six three. seven Eight Eight. four two zero 963 788 420 ¢ . Closing times tuesday Tue • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Value for money and a mixed menu of local and international surf and turf make this restaurant a great spot to eat.
5. Mesa com Tradição
Google Map M3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua 5 de Outubro 2792 § . Telephone. two two zero. one three one. four nine five 220 131 495 ¢ . Closing times monday, tuesday and dinner sunday Mon, Tue & D Sun • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
This family-run restaurant serves up traditional dishes such as bolinhos de alheira (sausage fritters).
6. Dourum
Google Map G5 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue Diogo Leite 454 Ave Diogo Leite 454 § . Telephone. two two zero. nine one seven. nine one one 220 917 911 • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
This dinky wine bar and kitchen sits right underneath Ponte Dom Luís I.
7. DeCastro
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Miguel Bombarda 23 § . Telephone. nine one zero. five five three. five five nine 910 553 559 ¢ . Closing times monday and dinner sunday Mon & D Sun • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
This bright modern restaurant offers sharing platters that comprise clever adaptations of traditional dishes such as arroz de polvo (octopus rice).
8. Restaurante Casa Dias
Google Map F5 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue Ramos Pinto 242 Ave Ramos Pinto 242 § . Telephone. two two three. seven five zero. four six seven 223 750 467 ¢ . Closing times Dinner sunday and monday D Sun & Mon • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Intricate ship models enliven the dining room of this unfussy restaurant, which offers set menus as well as à la carte options.
9. Divino
Google Map F6 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do General Torres 344 § . Telephone. two two four. zero five five. three zero six 224 055 306 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
A little rooftop eyrie of cosmopolitan delights, Divino offers a fine dining concept combining world cuisine with a touch of Portuguese flavours.
10. Vinum
Google Map D5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Agro 141 § . Telephone. two two zero. nine three zero. four one seven 220 930 417 • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Tasting menus here offer dishes such as rare breed vaca velha steak, and baked hake with pea purée paired with regional wines and ports.
Enjoying the city view from the rooftop terrace at Vinum
See restaurant price categories
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FOZ DO DOURO
For a great day out of the city centre, window-shoppers, foodies and beachgoers love to ride the vintage Line 1 tram which rattles along the riverside from the centre of Porto to Foz do Douro, where the river meets the sea and Atlantic waves break on a string of sandy beaches and rocky shores. The original fishing village of Foz Velha, with its pretty old houses, has evolved into an upmarket neighbourhood dotted with trendy boutiques and galleries. The cafés and beach bars scattered along the west-facing waterfront boulevards are perfect places to catch some rays or watch the sun set over the ocean. A wide city park and a riverside garden add splashes of greenery for those looking to get out into nature, while for history buffs there are historic lighthouses and an imposing fortress. In the very heart of the district, a lively market has become a social hub filled with food stalls and cafés, and a stunning public art installation by Janet Echelman.
For places to stay in this area, see section Foz do Douro
Top 10 Sights
The Best of the Rest
Restaurants
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1 Parque da Cidade do Porto
Google Map P1 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue da Boavista Ave da Boavista § . Telephone. two two five. three two zero. zero Eight zero 225 320 080 # . Opening times april to september: 8am to midnight daily; october to march: 8am to 10pm daily Apr–Sep: 8am–midnight daily; Oct–Mar: 8am–10pm daily
Porto’s biggest public park is an endlessly charming mix of lawns, ponds and landscaped lakes where ducks, geese and swans paddle, and wilder sections of woodland designed and planted to resemble the lovely landscapes of the city’s northern Minho hinterland. Walking trails and cycle paths loop through these green expanses, so the park is a favourite getaway for joggers and families at weekends. There are superlative ocean views from the west end of the park.
2 Jardim do Passeio Alegre
Google Map P4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Passeio Alegre
Families of green parakeets screech from the tops of tall palm trees in this waterfront park. It is one of the most family-friendly open spaces in Porto, with swings and roundabouts for children, and an entertaining mini-golf course. However, the pièce de résistance is a 1910 Art Nouveau pavilion, within which lurks one of the world’s most beautiful toilets, replete with hundreds of decorative tiles.
Fountain in the picturesque Jardim do Passeio Alegre
3 Sea Life Porto
Google Map N1 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Particular do Castelo do Queijo 1A # . Opening times 10am to 7pm daily 10am–7pm daily ∑ . Website. visitsealife.com/porto & . Admission charge applicable.
Great for families with children, but also guaranteed to release the curious inner child in any grown-up, Sea Life aims to entertain and educate with multiple tanks in which native and exotic sea creatures frolic. The focus is on species from Portugal’s mainland coasts and Atlantic islands, as well as those from the depths of the Douro river and its nearby estuary. A transparent tube that allows visitors to walk through a huge shark aquarium is a particularly delightful highlight.
4 She Changes
Google Map N1 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça da Cidade do Salvador
This monstrous but marvellous installation, created in 2005 by American artist Janet Echelman, hovers like a jellyfish near the Atlantic. Layers of intricate metal mesh are suspended from a leaning tripod of steel poles to create the towering yet fragile-seeming 27-m (89-ft) structure that has become a wellloved symbol of Foz do Douro.
Remarkable She Changes installation by Janet Echelman
5 Farol da Senhora da Luz
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Alto Monte da Luz ¢ . Closing times To the public To the public
Sadly, the light is out and there is nobody home at this sturdy, but somewhat shabby, little building with its adjacent eight-sided, two-storey tower. It sits in a small park atop the Monte da Luz, a relatively low hill that overlooks the Praia de Gondarém. Erected in 1761 on the orders of the modernizing Marquês de Pombal, its green beacon once guided ships safely towards the mouth of the Douro. The lantern was removed and the lighthouse was decommissioned in the 1920s, and there remains a sense of typically Portuguese saudade (yearning) here – but it is worth a visit just for the fresh ocean breeze.
6 Fortaleza de São Francisco Xavier
Google Map N1 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça de Gonçalves Zarco # . Opening times 9am to 5:30pm from tuesday to sunday 9am–5:30pm Tue–Sun & . Admission charge applicable.
It takes some imagination to perceive the crag on which this 17th-century mini-fortress sits as a giant slice of cheese, but the resemblance earned the imposing edifice its alternative name, Castelo do Queijo (Castle of the Cheese). Officially it was named after the militant Jesuit missionary Francisco Xavier (1506–52). The Fortaleza de São Francisco Xavier was part of Porto’s defences against the threat of assault from Spanish invasion.
Fortaleza de São Francisco Xavier at sunset
7 Praia do Molhe
Google Map N3 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue do Brasil Ave do Brasil
Locals flock to Praia do Molhe in summer, but visitors hoping for a Riviera-style beach experience may be disappointed. With less than 200 m (600 ft) of coarse pebbly sand, it isn’t the finest beach around. Nevertheless, it is still rammed with local families on summer weekends, and washed by cold Atlantic waves for the rest of the year. That said, the same waves make for a mesmeric view from the numerous lively and comfortable cafés and bars above the waterline, and it is still largely tourist-free and family-friendly.
8 Praia de Gondarém
Google Map N3 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue do Brasil Ave do Brasil
This sun-kissed stretch of golden sand separated by rocky spurs is a magnet for Porto city-dwellers, especially on summer weekends. Like many of Porto’s beaches, this is not a strand for faint-hearted bathers accustomed to warmer Mediterranean waters: the Atlantic is chilly at the best of times, even when the summer sun is at its hottest. Happily, this popular strand has a plethora of beach bars, some with sun-loungers and shade-giving parasols, where sunbathers can kick back with a cold beer or a refreshing glass of Vinho Verde.
9 Fortaleza de São João Baptista da Foz
Google Map P4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Castelo § . Telephone. two two six. one five three. four four zero 226 153 440 # . Opening times 9am to 4:30pm from monday to friday 9am–4:30pm Mon–Fri
Built at the end of the 17th century to command the mouth of the Douro, this formidable fortress with its ring of granite bastions was strengthened still further with even more massive additions to its defences in the 18th century. Appropriately enough, parts of it are still used by the Portuguese armed forces, but during the day visitors can walk round the ramparts.
10 Mercado da Foz do Douro
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Diu # . Opening times 7am to 5pm on monday, 7am to 11pm from tuesday to saturday 7am–5pm Mon, 7am–11pm Tue–Sat
There’s something to please all tastes at this market. It was originally the neighbourhood’s covered produce market, where locals did their daily shopping. With a 2020 facelift, it now appeals to Porto hipsters too. There are still a few market vendors peddling fresh fruit and vegetables, flowers, fish and artisanal bread, but alongside are also lots of street food stalls selling snacks with local flavour, and wines.
A DAY IN FOZ DO DOURO
Morning
Start the day by capturing an image of the Farolim de Felgueiras lighthouse tower. Then head to the Fortaleza de São João Baptista da Foz to stroll around its ramparts and admire the view before walking a few blocks inland to the Mercado da Foz do Douro to nibble on some street food. Stroll up the esplanade to Praia do Molhe, where you can enjoy a bracing Atlantic dip, or for the less adventurous, a beer or a glass of Vinho Verde at a seaside café, before lunching at A Xícara. The menu features fish and traditional delights such as the city’s signature dish, tripas àmoda do Porto (tripe stew).
Afternoon
Take a quick peek at Fortaleza de São Francisco Xavier on its low crag, then walk to the Parque da Cidade do Porto, the city’s largest park, to spend a couple of hours exploring the perfectly manicured landscaped gardens, and taking in yet more fabulous views of the Atlantic. Find out more about the unique aquatic ecosystems of the Douro and its coastline at the lakeside Pavilhão da Água. Take a taxi back into town, and finish off the day with dinner at Michelin-starred Pedro Lemos, where multicourse tasting menus feature locally sourced ingredients accompanied by carefully chosen wines.
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1. Jardim do Cálem
Google Map R4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Sobreiras
This small but attractive riverside garden near the Douro’s mouth is shaded by cork oaks and poplar trees.
2. Jardim de Sobreiras
Google Map Q4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua dos Sobreiras
Palm trees soften the otherwise stony outlines of this cobbled stretch of waterfront, which has good views.
3. Pavilhão da Água
Google Map P1 ⌂ Address or Location. Parque da Cidade do Porto ∑ . Website. pavilhaodaagua.pt & . Admission charge applicable.
This visitor centre in the Parque da Cidade do Porto shows the importance of water in an interactive way.
4. Jardim Antero de Figueiredo
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Cerca
A memorial garden for novelist Antero de Figueiredo (1866–1953), this a pleasant place for walkers to rest while exploring Foz do Douro.
5. Parque Urbano da Pasteleira
Google Map R4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Diogo Botelho # . Opening times april to september: 8am to 11pm daily; october to march: 8am to 8pm daily Apr–Sep: 8am–11pm daily; Oct–Mar: 8am–8pm daily
The woodlands, lakes and lawns in this 3-ha (7-acre) park make for a favoured spot for a summer picnic.
6. Pérgola da Foz
Google Map N3 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue Brasil Ave Brasil
This charming 1930s colonnade on the Foz do Douro esplanade is typical of the Porto penchant for imitating the fashions of other European nations.
Neo-Classical Pérgola da Foz overlooking the sea
7. Jardins da Avenida de Montevideu
Google Map N2 ⌂ Address or Location. avenue de Montevideu Ave de Montevideu
Benches decorated with pretty azulejo tiles are a highlight of this long, narrow seaside park.
8. Farol de São Miguel-o-Anjo
Google Map Q4 ¢ . Closing times To the public To the public ∑ . Website. monumentos.gov.pt
Unassuming though it seems, this can claim to be among the oldest lighthouses still in existence.
9. Farolim de Felgueiras
Google Map P4 ⌂ Address or Location. Jardim do Passeio Alegre ¢ . Closing times To the public To the public
At the southern end of Foz’s seafront, this 17-m (56-ft) granite lighthouse tower, with its red-painted lantern, was erected in 1886 and served the fishers of Foz do Douro until 2009.
10. Praia do Homem do Leme
Google Map N3 ⌂Address or Location. Avenue de Montevideo 196 Ave de Montevideo 196
A statue of a sailor honouring the fishers of Foz do Douro gazes out over this miniature sandy cove.
Statue, Praia do Homem do Leme
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1. In Diferente
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Dr Sousa Rosa 23 # . Opening times 7 to 10:30pm from tuesday to saturday (also Lunch saturday and Sunday) 7-10:30pm Tue-Sat (also L Sat & Sun) ∑ . Website. indiferente.pt • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Influenced by her roots, chef Angélica Salvador prepares traditional dishes with a Brazilian twist at this fine dining restaurant
2. Casa Vasco
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Padrão 152 ¢ . Closing times monday Mon ∑ . Website. casavasco.pt • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
The Latin-style petiscos at this trim modern restaurant have a strong maritime flavour, with dishes such as prawn quesadillas and white fish ceviche.
3. Pedro Lemos
Google Map Q4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Padre Luís Cabral 974 ∑ . Website. pedrolemos.net • €€€ . Price category: over fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
For a special treat, this gourmet restaurant is hard to beat. The multicourse tasting menus are seasonal and paired with regional wines.
4. A Capoeira
Google Map P4 ⌂ Address or Location. Esplanada do Castelo 63 § . Telephone. two two six. one Eight one. five Eight nine 226 181 589 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Grilled beef, turkey and veal, along with fresh seafood, are mainstays at this attractive restaurant.
5. Casa Rocha
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Senhora da Luz 424 § . Telephone. nine one zero. three two zero. two six two 910 320 262 ¢ . Closing times Lunch sunday and tuesday, wednesday and saturday L Sun & Tue, Wed & Sat • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
The unpretentious menu matches the setting here, with simply prepared offerings such Porto’s traditional bolinhos de bacalhau (cod fishcakes) and alheira sausages.
6. Xícara
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Gondarém 912 § . Telephone. two two six. one Eight zero. four zero one 226 180 401 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
More than just a tea salon, Xícara serves up a delicious pot of tea, sticky teacakes and flaky custard pastries, along with many traditional savoury dishes.
7. Bar Tolo
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Senhora da Luz 185 § . Telephone. two two four. nine three Eight. nine Eight seven 224 938 987 ¢ . Closing times tuesday Tue • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Bar Tolo is great for soaking up sea views while sharing petiscos, fish dishes and a jug of sweet sangria.
8. Tentações no Prato
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Senhora da Luz 97 § . Telephone. two two six. one Eight two. seven three Eight 226 182 738 ¢ . Closing times monday and dinner sunday Mon & D Sun • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Locals like the very traditional menu at this lively family tavern close to the sea. Booking ahead is advisable.
9. Cêpa Torta
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Gondarém § . Telephone. two two six. one Eight one. zero five six 226 181 056 ¢ . Closing times sunday Sun • €€ . Price category: between thirty euros to fifty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Affordable and filling pasta dishes, with an array of meat, meat-free and seafood sauces, are excellent here.
10. Tavi
Google Map P3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Senhora da Luz 363 ∑ . Website. tavi.pt • € . Price category: under thirty euros for a three-course meal for one with half a bottle of wine (or equivalent meal), taxes and extra charges
Fabled for its pastries, cold tarts, bolo de arroz (rice cake) and other cakes, this confeitaria (confectioner) is a favourite with Foz do Douro’s locals.
Lunchtime on the rooftop terrace at Tavi
See restaurant price categories
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GETTING AROUND
Whether exploring Porto by foot or making use of public transport, here is everything you need to know to navigate the city and the areas beyond the centre like a pro.
Arriving by Air
Francisco Sá Carneiro Airport hosts regular flights from all major European airports. Metro Line E connects the airport with the city in around 20 minutes, with services every 20–30 minutes. Bus line 601 runs to the city centre and taxis to the city centre are available as well.
Francisco Sá Carneiro Airport
∑ . Website. aeroportoporto.pt
Train Travel
International rail services as well as long-distance Alfa Pendular trains, run by Comboios de Portugal (Portugal’s national rail network), arrive at the Estação de Campanhã to the east of the city centre. Metro services connect Campanhã with the city centre.
Comboios de Portugal
∑ . Website. cp.pt
Long-Distance Bus Travel
International coach services arrive at Campanhã bus terminal. Internorte operates both within the country and to destinations throughout Europe. Rede Expressos and Flixbus have regular services to Porto from Lisbon and other parts of the country.
Flixbus
∑ . Website. flixbus.pt
Internorte
∑ . Website. internorte.pt
Rede Expressos
∑ . Website. rede-expressos.pt
Cruise Travel
Ships dock at the Porto Cruise Terminal at Leixões, around 8 km (5 miles) from the centre. Metro trains from Mercado station and trams from the Matosinhos Sul stop connect with the terminal.
Porto Cruise Terminal
∑ . Website. leixoes.apdl.pt
Public Transport
Porto has a modern metro rail system run by Metro do Porto, while the city’s bus and tram services are operated by Porto’s public transport authority, STCP.
Metro do Porto
∑ . Website. metrodoporto.pt
STCP
∑ . Website. stcp.pt/en/travel
Tickets
If you are using public transport, the Andante Tour travel card is the most convenient ticketing option, valid on metro, bus and some suburban train lines. It is not valid on trams, funiculars, boats or cable cars. The cards can be credited for single trips, multiple trips or unlimited travel within a 24- or 72-hour period. Pricing depends on how many travel zones are required.
Andante Tour
∑ . Website. andante.pt/en
Metro
Six lines link the city centre with the airport and outlying suburbs. All lines meet at the Trinidade stop at the north end of Avenida dos Aliados. Trains run from 6am until 1am. A new line (G) is in progress, and will connect the Boavista district directly to downtown; it should be running by mid 2025.
Buses
Buses serve all parts of the city, with key connection points at Jardim da Cordoaria, Praça Almeida Garrett (opposite Estação de São Bento), Avenida dos Aliados and Casa da Música metro station. Services operate between 6am and midnight, at which point a reduced night service begins.
Trams
A city attraction in themselves, Porto’s vintage trams (carros eléctricos) run along the riverside to Foz do Douro, making for a scenic ride. Tickets can be purchased on board from the driver.
Funiculars
The Teleférico de Gaia cable car travels from Vila Nova de Gaia’s quayside to the Jardim do Morro high above. The Funicular dos Guindais scales a steep hill between Ribeira and Batalha.
Funicular dos Guindais
∑ . Website. stcpservicos.pt/transporte-publico/funicular-dos-guindais
Teleférico de Gaia
∑ . Website. gaiacablecar.com
Taxis
There are taxi ranks at the airport and at main railway stations and squares in the city centre. Taxis are all metered; call to book at Táxis Invicta.
Táxis Invicta
∑ . Website. taxisinvicta.com
Driving in Porto
Porto’s central streets are narrow and can be congested, so driving is not recommended. However, it may be worth hiring a car to drive out to the quintas and wineries. Always carry a passport, driving licence and insurance details in the car. If you have broken down, call the Automóvel Club de Portugal (ACP) or check the manual and instructions supplied by the rental company.
ACP
∑ . Website. acp.pt
Cycling
Porto is not a very cyclist-friendly city. However, routes along either bank of the Douro are easy and a great way to explore the riverside. Bike rental (including e-bikes) is available from several companies, including Biclas & Triclas, located on the riverfront.
Biclas & Triclas
∑ . Website. tricla.pt
Walking
Walking is the best way to discover Porto’s historic centre. The steep streets between the cathedral district and the riverside can be challenging, but there are plentiful places to stop for a rest. It is easy to cross the Douro on foot via the Ponte Dom Luís I.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION
A little local know-how goes a long way in Porto. On these pages you can find all the essential advice and information you will need to make the most of your trip to this city.
Passports and Visas
For entry requirements, including visas, consult your nearest Portuguese embassy or check the Portuguese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Citizens of the UK, US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand do not need visas for stays of up to three months, but in future must apply in advance for the European Travel Information and Authorization System (ETIAS); roll-out has continually been postponed so check the website for details. Visitors from other countries may also require an ETIAS, so check before travelling. EU nationals do not need a visa or an ETIAS.
ETIAS
∑ . Website. etiasvisa.com
Portuguese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
∑ . Website. vistos.mne.gov.pt
Government Advice
Now more than ever, it is important to consult both your and the Portuguese government’s advice before travelling. The UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), the US Department of State, the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Câmara Municipal do Porto offer the latest information on security, health and local regulations.
Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
∑ . Website. smartraveller.gov.au
Câmara Municipal do Porto
∑ . Website. cm-porto.pt
FCDO
∑ . Website. gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
US Department of State
∑ . Website. travel.state.gov
Customs Information
You can find information on the laws relating to goods and currency taken in or out of Portugal on the Visit Portugal website.
Visit Portugal
∑ . Website. visitportugal.com
Insurance
We recommend that you take out a comprehensive insurance policy covering theft, loss of belongings, medical care, cancellations and delays, and read the small print carefully.
UK citizens are eligible for free emergency medical care in Portugal provided they have a valid European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) or UK Global Health Insurance Card (GHIC).
GHIC
∑ . Website. ghic.org.uk
Vaccinations
No inoculations are required to visit Portugal.
Money
Most establishments accept major credit, debit and prepaid currency. Contactless payments are gradually becoming more common in Porto, but smaller shops and restaurants often only accept Portuguese bank cards, and it’s a good idea to carry cash for smaller items. ATMs are widely available across the city.
Tipping around 10 per cent is normal when dining out or travelling by taxi; hotel porters and housekeeping will expect €1-2 per bag or day.
Travellers with Specific Requirements
Many neighbourhoods, especially Baixa, Ribeira and Vila Nova de Gaia, are extremely hilly, with many cobbled, uneven streets and steep stairs, making them challenging for wheelchair-users. Facilities have improved in recent years and, while trams do not have disabled access, buses, the metro and trains are wheelchair-accessible. Francisco Sá Carneiro Airport offers a service called MyWay for airline passengers requiring assistance. For more information on local services, consult the Instituto Nacional para a Reabilitação or Visit Portugal.
Tourism For All offer specialist holiday packages, and Accessible Portugal gives comprehensive advice on travelling throughout the country with limited mobility.
Accessible Portugal
∑ . Website. accessibleportugal.com
Instituto Nacional para a Reabilitação
∑ . Website. inr.pt/inicio
MyWay
∑ . Website. ana.pt
Tourism For All
∑ . Website. tourism-for-all.com
Visit Portugal
∑ . Website. visitportugal.com/experiencias/turismo-acessivel
Language
Portuguese is the official language spoken in Porto. English is widely spoken throughout the city. If you are planning on venturing beyond the city limits, bear in mind that English is less prevalent in rural areas.
Opening Hours
Banks are usually open 8:30am–3pm Monday–Friday.
Shop hours are 9am–1pm and 2–7pm on weekdays. Shops are generally open until lunchtime on Saturday and closed on Sunday, but some large shopping malls stay open every day until as late as 10pm.
Restaurants usually open for lunch noon–3pm and for dinner 7–11:30pm.
Most museums, public buildings and monuments are open 9:30am–6pm Tuesday–Sunday and some may close at lunchtime; check individual websites for specific times.
Many museums, public buildings and shops either close early or for the day on public holidays.
Situations can change quickly and unexpectedly. Always check before visiting attractions and hospitality venues for up-to-date opening hours and booking requirements.
Personal Security
Porto is relatively safe but petty crime does happen. Visitors should beware of pickpockets, particularly on public transport. Use common sense, keep valuables in a safe place and be alert to your surroundings. Lock your car and alwas store belongings out of sight. If you have anything stolen, report the crime within 24 hours to the nearest police station and take ID with you. Get a copy of the crime report to make an insurance claim. Contact your embassy if you have your passport stolen, or in the event of a serious crime or accident. In Porto, visitors can report assaults, thefts and lost property to the Esquadra de Turismo, a specialist tourism police squad. It has a station at Praça Pedro Nunes 16, near the Casa da Música. Esquadra de Turismo officers speak English, Spanish, French and Italian.
The Portuguese are generally accepting of all people, regardless of their race, gender or sexuality. Homosexuality was legalized in 1982 and in 2010, Portugal became the eighth country in the world to recognize same-sex marriage. If you do feel unsafe, the nationwide Intervenção Lésbica, Gay, Bissexual, Trans e Intersexo offers support.
Esquadra de Turismo
§ . Telephone. two two two. zero eight one. eight three three. 222 081 833
Intervenção Lésbica, Gay, Bissexual, Trans e Intersexo
∑ . Website. ilga-portugal.pt
Health
Portugal has a world-class health system. Emergency medical care in Portugal is free for all EU and UK citizens. If you have an EHIC or GHIC, be sure to present this as soon as possible. You may have to pay after treatment and reclaim the money on your insurance later. For visitors coming from outside the EU and UK, payment of hospital and other medical expenses is the patient’s responsibility, so it is important to arrange for comprehensive medical insurance before travelling to Portugal.
Seek medicinal supplies and advice for minor ailments from farmácias (pharmacies), identifiable by a green cross. A closed pharmacy will have a sign in its window listing one that is open nearby. If requiring any medical assistance for minor injuries, it is best to go to the local centro de saúde (health centre). For emergencies or more serious problems, the largest central hospital is Hospital Geral de Santo António.
Hospital Geral de Santo António
∑ . Website. chporto.pt
Smoking, Alcohol and Drugs
Smoking is banned in most enclosed public spaces and is a fineable offence, although some bars still allow it.
Portugal has a high alcohol consumption rate, however it is frowned upon to be openly drunk. In Porto it is common to drink on the street outside the bar of purchase.
All drugs have been decriminalized in Portugal, but possession of even small quantities is considered a public health issue and will result in a warning or small fine.
ID
By law you must carry ID with you at all times. If stopped by the police you may be asked to report to a police station with the original document.
Visiting Places of Worship
Most churches and cathedrals will not permit visitors during Sunday Mass. Generally, entrance to churches is free; however, a fee may apply to enter special areas, like the cloisters or crypt.
When visiting religious buildings dress modestly, with your knees and shoulders covered.
Responsible Travel
While enjoying Porto’s beaches, try to use reef-safe suncream and ensure that you leave no trace by taking all your rubbish with you. Where possible, support local businesses: purchase souvenirs direct from local artisans. Avoid buying azulejos from flea markets or second-hand shops, as these may have been stolen. The Yours Truly, Porto website has useful information about the city’s sustainability initiatives as well as the city’s Tourism Manifest, featuring best practices and tips for visitors.
Yours Truly, Porto
∑ . Website. yourstruly.porto.pt/yours-truly-porto-en
Mobile Phones and Wi-Fi
Free Wi-Fi is not yet widespread in Portugal, although it can be found in some restaurants, cafés and bars, namely those aimed at tourists.
Visitors with EU tariffs are able to use their devices abroad without being affected by roaming charges. Users will be charged the same rates for data, calls and texts as at home.
Post
Portugal’s postal service is run by the CTT Correios de Portugal. Correios (post offices) can be found all over Porto. The central post office is located on Praça da Trinidade, near the Câmara Municipal do Porto (town hall). Stamps are sold in post offices, newsagents and online. First-class mail is called correio azul. Correio azul is posted in blue postboxes. Everything else goes in red boxes.
CTT Correios de Portugal
∑ . Website. ctt.pt
Taxes and Refunds
VAT is usually 23 per cent. Under certain conditions, non-EU citizens can claim a rebate. Either claim the rebate before you buy (show your passport to the shop assistant and complete a form) or present a customs officer with your receipts as you leave the country.
Discount Cards
The Porto Card grants discounted entry to exhibitions, events and museums. As this card is not free, it is worth carefully considering how many of the offers you are likely to take advantage of before purchasing one for the duration of your stay.
Porto Card
∑ . Website. booking.visitportoandnorth.travel
Streetsmart | PRACTICAL INFORMATION
AT A GLANCE
CURRENCY
Euro (E U R)(EUR)
AVERAGE DAILY SPEND
ESSENTIAL PHRASES
| Hello | Olá |
| Thank you | Obrigado/Obrigada |
| Please | Por favor |
| Goodbye | Adeus |
| Do you speak English? | Fala inglês? |
| I don’t understand... | Não compreendo |
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY
Power sockets are type F, fitting a two-prong plug. Standard voltage is 220–240v.
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
TIME ZONE
CET/CEST Central European Summer time (CEST) runs end Mar–end Oct.
TAP WATER
Unless stated otherwise, tap water in Porto is safe to drink.
WEBSITES AND APPS
Citymapper
Covers all urban modes of transport, including cycling and walking routes.
Visit Porto
The website (visitporto.travel) of the city’s official tourism board.
Metro do Porto
A helpful app for navigating Porto’s metro system.
Viral Agenda
This app displays events happening in Porto (and around Portugal).
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PLACES TO STAY
Porto’s accommodation ranges from stately period hotels to cosy family-run B&Bs. If you want to stay close to the action, book in around Ribeira and Baixa. For a more relaxed visit, try the area around Foz do Douro, with its easygoing beach town atmosphere.
Though Porto tends to be less crowded than Lisbon or the Algarve, its peak season in July to August still sees higher prices. The cheapest rates tend to be from November to February, though Porto in the wintertime can be cold and rainy.
Streetsmart | PLACES TO STAY
Ribeira and Baixa
Miragaia and Massarelos
Boavista
Vila Nova de Gaia
Foz do Douro
Ribeira and Baixa
The Passenger Hostel
G4 ⌂ Address or Location. Estação de São Bento, Praça Almeida Garrett ∑ . Website. thepassengerhostel.com • € . Price category: under one hundred and twenty euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
If you like trainspotting, this hostel above São Bento’s railway station might be for you. With bright windows facing the tracks below, you’ll never be late for your train to the Douro Valley or Porto’s seaside. But the staff make sure there is plenty to keep you busy in town too, with weekly bar crawls and karaoke nights.
Village by BOA
F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Bonjardim 541 ∑ . Website. villagebyboa.com • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
What was previously a vibrant working-class housing complex in the heart of Porto is now a mini village of modern apartments. Each one features custom-made furniture from Portugal and has everything you need for a home-away-from-home stay, with functional kitchens, relaxing living rooms and working desks. Looking for a last-minute souvenir? Just head downstairs and you’ll find a small shop selling Portuguese products attached to the hotel.
Torel Palace Porto
G4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua das Entreparedes 40 ∑ . Website. torelpalaceporto.com • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Step back in time to an era of grandeur at this restored 19th-century mansion with a soaring skylight, stucco ceilings and a romantic façade. You can immerse yourself in Porto’s history through its literature, with each room named for a classic Portuguese writer or poet, and a stocked library available at the entrance.
Saboaria
G2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Bonjardim 564 ∑ . Website. saboariaporto.com • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
The old soap factory that once stood here serves as inspiration for this chic aparthotel. There’s a soap shop near the entrance that has the famous Claus Porto brand for sale, and there are regular soap-making workshops for guests and outside visitors. All of the hotel’s apartments face an interior garden where you’ll also find the jacuzzi and occasional music performances and hotel-run yoga classes.
M Maison Particulière Porto
F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo de São Domingos 66 ∑ . Website. m-porto.com • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
It’s impossible to miss this luxury guesthouse, mostly because it’s right next door to the Igreja da Misericórdia with its striking Baroque façade. Step inside the hotel and you’ll find equally beautiful design: stucco ceilings, antique furniture and exposed stone walls. Many of the suites come equipped with balconies or private patios facing either the shopping street Rua das Flores or Porto’s magnificent cathedral, so you will never be far from the charming sights of the vibrant city.
Hospes Infante Sagres
F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Praça D Filipa de Lencastre 62 ∑ . Website. hospes.com/pt/infante-sagres-porto • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
This hotel may look a little plain from the outside, but the interior will surprise you: imagine stained-glass windows, wrought-iron frames and large wallpaper murals. The rooms are pretty spacious, and in the summer you can retreat to the rooftop pool for a swim that overlooks top sites like the Torre dos Clérigos.
Condes de Azevedo Palace
G4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Saraiva de Carvalho 93 ∑ . Website. condesdeazevedopalace.com • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
If you want a glimpse of what it’s like to live downtown, Condes de Azevedo is the perfect stay. The apartments are large and come with fully equipped kitchens. And if you’re travelling with the family? Pets are more than welcome here and children up to 12 years old receive a 50 percent discount on their stay.
Miragaia and Massarelos
Gallery Hostel Porto
E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Miguel Bombarda 222 ∑ . Website. gallery-hostel.com • € . Price category: under one hundred and twenty euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Hostel meets art gallery here, just steps away from Porto’s art district you can choose between shared dorms, individual rooms or apartments. You’ll get to know the city’s creative scene as each room bears the name of a local artist. With cocktail workshops and wine tastings on the schedule, you’ll find it hard to leave this hood.
Selina Porto
F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua das Oliveiras 61 ∑ . Website. selina.com • € . Price category: under one hundred and twenty euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Remote workers will love this Porto retreat. Part hotel and part coworking space, you can finish all your work before joining a pub crawl, walking tour or a port-wine tasting, all hosted by the hotel. Selina also owns one of Porto’s best cocktail bars, Torto, just around the corner – it’s a perfect stay for the work hard play hard crowd.
Rosa Et Al
E3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Rosário 233 ∑ . Website. rosaetal.com • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
With only seven suites and a private garden, this family-run townhouse feels just like home – but with better food. You can enjoy the brunch, five o’clock tea, dinners and Sunday roast, or learn to whip up traditional Portuguese recipes yourself at one of the culinary workshops.
1872 River House
F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Infante D Henrique 133 ∑ . Website. oliviahouses.com • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Steps away from Cais da Ribeira, this place has rooms with river views (hence the name). The hotel has a rustic feel, with stone walls and wooden floors, but the quirkiest feature is the colourful stained-glass-and-tile corridor that welcomes you in. Breakfast is included in the stay and features a mix of baked goods, most of which are homemade.
Menina Colina Guesthouse
F3 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Dr Alberto Aires de Gouveia 15-19 ∑ . Website. menina-colina.pt • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
If you want to escape the hustle and bustle of the city centre but still be near some attractions, this cosy guesthouse has everything you need. Its back garden is a peaceful oasis with bright and colourful flowers, the café is open all day and the rooms feature balconies overlooking the greenery. The only downside? There is no elevator, so be ready to take the stairs.
Mo House
F4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Belmonte 81 ∑ . Website. mohouse.pt • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Conveniently located next to major attractions like Palácio da Bolsa and Igreja de São Francisco, Mo House offers a range of rooms and apartments for up to six people. Each accommodation has a kitchenette, but no need to worry about breakfast as that’s part of the deal. If an option, splurging for a room with river views is highly recommended.
Hotel das Virtudes
E4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua São Pedro de Miragaia 60 ∑ . Website. hoteldasvirtudes.pt • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
This hotel has a medieval atmosphere. Maybe it’s the narrow cobbled street that leads you towards the entrance, or perhaps it’s the original stone walls of the façade and the interior lounge of the 16th-century building. But have no fear – it still has modern comforts. Rooms come stocked with all the amenities, cocktails are served at the rooftop and on-site massages are available after a day of sightseeing.
Boavista
Porto Deluxe Apartments
C1 ⌂ Address or Location. Avenida da Boavista 741 ∑ . Website. porto-deluxe.com • € . Price category: under one hundred and twenty euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
A series of historic buildings along Avenida da Boavista have been renovated to house modern suites and apartments with one to three bedrooms. If you don’t have a private kitchen you can prep your breakfast in the shared one. And if you feel like taking a ride to the coast? Ask the staff for a bike and pedal your way to the waterfront.
Porto Music Guesthouse
C1 ⌂ Address or Location. Avenida da Boavista 601 ∑ . Website. portomusicguesthouse.com • € . Price category: under one hundred and twenty euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
An affordable option in Boavista, this small guesthouse features only seven units. It sits right across from the striking concert hall Casa da Música, making it the perfect place to unwind after catching a live gig. Breakfast is included, but some of the units also come with a small kitchen area; the studio has the full set-up (oven and all).
UBA – Heritage and Wine
E2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Igreja de Cedofeita 67 ∑ . Website. ubaporto.com • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Porto folks tend to switch their “v” sounds for “b” sounds, and that’s why this place is called Uba, instead of uva (grape). You are guaranteed a cosy stay here as there are only three rooms, each named after a different Portuguese grape. Owner Luísa and her grandma Lai live on the property and they will make you feel at home right away.
Casa do Conto
E2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua da Boavista 703 ∑ . Website. tipografiadoconto.com • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Words are carved upon the ceilings and walls of this industrial-style hotel. They tell the story of the house from an architect’s standpoint using typography to highlight the size of a room or the materials used. The furniture is pretty minimal with mid-century pieces dotted around, especially in the lounge, while the garden offers a quiet respite from the bustling Avenida da Boavista.
Hotel One Shot Palácio Cedofeita
E2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua de Cedofeita 407 ∑ . Website. hoteloneshotpalaciocedofeita.com • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Between Boavista and Porto’s art district is this 19th-century mansion that once housed noble families, including the mother of Porto’s former football president Pinto da Costa. Now a boutique hotel, it retains many of its original features, from the tiles and carved wooden ceilings in the Grand Suite to the stained-glass windows illuminating one of the common rooms.
Vila Nova de Gaia
The House of Sandeman
F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Largo Miguel Bombarda 67 ∑ . Website. thehouseofsandeman.pt • € . Price category: under one hundred and twenty euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Beds at this stylish hostel have custom frames resembling wine barrels. It’s little wonder: the hostel belongs to the Sandeman Port house (the cellar is just across the street). Head up to the terrace for a port wine-infused cocktail and incredible views of the Ribeira.
7g Roaster Apartments
F5 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua França 52 ∑ . Website. apartments.7groaster.pt • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Staying at 7g means direct access to the coffee company’s roaster – it’s in the name after all. The modern apartments are perfectly suited for families and some have access for people with reduced mobility. After a good night’s sleep, grab a cup of freshly brewed espresso and get ready to venture out into the streets of Gaia.
Oh! Porto
G5 ⌂ Address or Location. Calçada da Serra 85 ∑ . Website. ohporto.com • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Just like there are six bridges in Porto, there are six apartments here. Each bears the name of a bridge, though they all neighbour the most iconic one of all – the Ponte Dom Luís I. And that’s the best apartment in the house, with room for up to six people and a private balcony with views of the Douro.
Caléway Hotel
F6 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Cândido dos Reis 182 ∑ . Website. calewayhotelportogaia.com • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
This charming hotel may be a little further from the riverfront but it’s within walking distance of many port wine cellars as well as the World of Wine and its various museums. The rooms are relatively spacious and most overlook a secluded garden dotted with bright loquat trees.
The Rebello Hotel & Spa
E5 ⌂ Address or Location. Cais de Gaia 380 ∑ . Website. therebello.com • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Inaugurated in 2023, the Rebello is one of the newest additions to Gaia’s waterfront. This five-star aparthotel was previously a port wine storehouse and cookware manufacturer. It has all the amenities you’d expect for a luxury stay, from a spa (inspired by Roman thermal baths) to a fantastic rooftop that overlooks the Douro. Even your pet is treated with a personal bed and animal-friendly snacks.
The Yeatman
F6 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua do Choupelo ∑ . Website. the-yeatman-hotel.com • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
If luxury is what you’re after look no further than The Yeatman. Almost every room faces the riverfront and some have quirky features like beds set inside large wine barrels. The well-stocked cellars, the spa and the two-Michelin-star restaurant led by Chef Ricardo Costa are just a few of the additional perks.
Foz do Douro
Duas Portas
Q4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua das Sobreiras 516 ∑ . Website. duasportas.com • €€ . Price category: between one hundred and twenty euros to two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Perched right in front of the tram stop that goes towards Foz do Douro is this small, minimalist hotel designed by three women from the same family. It features eight rooms, each of which either overlooks the river or faces the private gardens. All make for a peaceful, home-away-from-home retreat.
Casa da Marechal Boutique Hotel
N2 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Marechal Saldanha 422 ∑ . Website. oportocollection.com/casadamarechal • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
It’s easy to spot Casa da Marechal thanks to its striking blue façade, reminiscent of the sea just a stone’s throw away. This adults-only hotel is a few minutes’ walk from the beachfront, but if you feel like staying in, you can always take a dip in the outdoor pool or retreat to the sauna.
Villa Foz Hotel & Spa
N2 ⌂ Address or Location. Avenida Montevideu 236 ∑ . Website. villafozhotel.pt • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
With its minty green façade and pointy palace spires this hotel looks straight out of a Disney film. You can wake up facing the sea, dine in a Michelin-star restaurant or take a picnic out into the woods of nearby Parque da Cidade. Bikes are available to explore the surrounding coast.
Flattered to be in Porto
P4 ⌂ Address or Location. Rua Senhora da Luz 145 ∑ . Website. flatteredapartments.com • €€€ . Price category: over two hundred euros for a standard, double room per night (with breakfast included), taxes and extra charges
Everything in these apartments was curated by a team of local designers, from the lighting to the furniture, to the Portuguese art on the walls. The sea-facing units are the best for enjoying the Atlantic views with a glass of port (courtesy of the house).
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PHRASE BOOK
In an Emergency
| Help! | Socorro! | soo- koh-roo! |
| Stop! | Pára! | pahr’! |
| Call a doctor! | Chame um médico! | shahm’ ooñ meh-dee-koo! |
| Call an ambulance! | Chame uma ambulância! | shahm’ oo-muh añ-boo-lañ-see-uh! |
| Call the police! | Chame a polícia! | shahm’ uh poo-lee-see-uh! |
| Call the fire brigade! | Chame os bombeiros! | shahm’ oosh’ bom-bay-roosh! |
| Where is the nearest telephone? | Há um telefone aqui perto? | ah ooñ te-le-fon’ uh-kee pehr-too? |
| Where is the nearest hospital? | Onde é o hospital mais próximo? | ond’ eh oo ohsh-pee-tahl’ mysh pro-see-moo? |
Communication Essentials
| Yes | Sim | seeñ |
| No | Não | nowñ |
| Please | Por favor/Faz favor | poor fuh- vor fash fuh-vor |
| Thank you | Obrigado/da | o-bree- gah-doo/duh |
| Excuse me | Desculpe | dish- koolp’ |
| Hello | Olá | oh- lah |
| Goodbye | Adeus | a- deh-oosh |
| Good morning | Bom dia | boñ dee-uh |
| Good afternoon | Boa tarde | boh-uh tard’ |
| Good night | Boa noite | boh-uh noyt’ |
| Yesterday | Ontem | oñ- tayñ |
| Today | Hoje | ohj’ |
| Tomorrow | Amanhã | ah-mañ yañ |
| Here | Aqui | uh- kee |
| There | Ali | uh- lee |
| What? | O quê? | oo keh? |
| Which? | Qual? | kwahl’? |
| When? | Quando? | kwañ-doo? |
| Why? | Porquê? | poor-keh? |
| Where? | Onde? | oñd’? |
Useful Phrases
| How are you? | Como está? | koh-moo shtah? |
| Very well, thank you. | Bem, obrigado/da. | bayñ, o-bree gah-doo/duh. |
| Pleased to meet you. | Prazer. | pra’ zer. |
| See you soon. | Até logo. | uh- teh loh-goo. |
| That’s fine. | Está bem. | shtah bayñ. |
| Where is/are…? | Onde está/estão…? | ond’ shtah/shtowñ...? |
| How far is it to…? | A que distância fica…? | uh kee dish- tañ-see-uh fee-kuh...? |
| Which way to…? | Como se vai para…? | koh-moo seh vy puh-ruh...? |
| Do you speak English? | Fala Inglês? | fah-luh eeñ-glehsh? |
| I don’t understand. | Não compreendo. | nowñ kom-pree- eñ-doo. |
| I’m sorry. | Desculpe. | dish- koolp’ |
| Could you speak more slowly, please? | Pode falar mais devagar, por favor? | pohd’ fuh-lar mysh d’-va-gar, poor fah-vor? |
Useful Words
| big | grande | grañd’ |
| small | pequeno | pe- keh-noo |
| hot | quente | keñt’ |
| cold | frio | free-oo |
| good | bom | boñ |
| bad | mau | mah-oo |
| enough | bastante | bash- tañt’ |
| well | bem | bayñ |
| open | aberto | a- behr-too |
| closed | fechado | fe- shah-doo |
| left | esquerda | shkehr-duh |
| right | direita | dee- ray-tuh |
| straight on | em frente | ayñ freñt’ |
| near | perto | pehr-too |
| far | longe | loñj’ |
| up | suba | soo-bah |
| down | desça | deh-shuh |
| early | cedo | seh-doo |
| late | tarde | tard’ |
| entrance | entrada | eñ- trah-duh |
| exit | saída | sa- ee-duh |
| toilets | casa de banho | kah-zuh d’ bañ-yoo |
| more | mais | mysh |
| less | menos | meh-noosh |
Making a Telephone Call
| I’d like to place an international call | Queria fazer uma chamada internacional | kree-uh fuh-zehr oo-muh sha-mah-duh in-ter-na-see-oo-nahl’. |
| ...a local call | ...uma chamada local | ... oo-muh sha-mah-duh loo-kahl’ |
| Can I leave a message? | Posso deixar uma mensagem? | poh-soo day-shar oo-muh meñ-sah-jayñ? |
Shopping
| How much does this cost? | Quanto custa isto? | kwañ-too koosh-tuh eesh-too? |
| I would like… | Queria… | kree-uh... |
| I’m just looking. | Estou só a ver obrigado/a. | shtoh soh uh vehr o-bree-gah-doo/uh. |
| Do you take credit cards? | Aceita cartões de crédito? | uh- say-tuh kar-toinsh de kreh-dee-too? |
| What time do you open? | A que horas abre? | uh kee oh-rash ah-bre? |
| What time do you close? | A que horas fecha? | uh kee oh-rash fay-shuh? |
| this one | este | ehst’ |
| that one | esse | ehss’ |
| expensive | caro | kah-roo |
| cheap | barato | buh- rah-too |
| size (clothes/shoes) | número | noom’-roo |
| white | branco | brañ-koo |
| black | preto | preh-too |
| red | vermelho | ver- melh-yoo |
| yellow | amarelo | uh-muh- reh-loo |
| green | verde | vehrd’ |
| blue | azul | uh- zool’ |
Types of Shop
| antique shop | loja de antiguidades | loh-juh de añ-tee-gwee-dahd’sh |
| bakery | padaria | pah-duh-ree-uh |
| bank | banco | bañ-koo |
| bookshop | livraria | lee-vruh- ree-uh |
| butcher | talho | tah-lyoo |
| cake shop | pastelaria | pash-te-luh- ree-uh |
| chemist | farmácia | far- mah-see-uh |
| fishmonger | peixaria | pay-shuh- ree-uh |
| hairdresser | cabeleireiro | kab’-lay- ray-roo |
| market | mercado | mehr- kah-doo |
| newsagent | kiosque | kee- yohsk’ |
| post office | correios | koo- ray-oosh |
| shoe shop | sapataria | suh-puh-tuh- ree-uh |
| supermarket | supermercado | soo- pehr-mer-kah-doo |
| tobacconist | tabacaria | tuh-buh-kuh- ree-uh |
| travel agency | agência de viagens | uh-jen- see-uh de vee-ah-jayñsh |
Sightseeing
| cathedral | sé | seh |
| church | igreja | ee- gray-juh |
| garden | jardim | jar- deeñ |
| library | biblioteca | bee-blee-oo- teh-kuh |
| museum | museu | moo-zeh-oo |
| tourist information | posto de turismo | posh- too d’ too-reesh-moo |
| closed for holidays | fechado para férias | fe- sha-doo puh-ruh feh-ree-ash |
| bus station | estação de autocarros | shta-sowñ d’ oh-too- kah-roosh |
| railway station | estação de comboios | shta- sowñ d’ koñ-boy-oosh |
| painted ceramic tile | azulejo | uh-zoo-lay-joo |
| Manueline (late Gothic architectural style) | Manuelino | ma-noo-el-ee-oo |
Staying in a Hotel
| Do you have a vacant room? | Tem um quarto livre? | tayñ ooñ kwar-too leevr’? |
| room with a bath | um quarto com casa de banho | ooñ kwar-too koñ kah-zuh d’ bañ-yoo |
| shower | duche | doosh |
| single room | quarto individual | kwar-too een-dee-vee-doo-ahl’ |
| double room | quarto de casal | kwar-too d’ kuh-zhal’ |
| twin room | quarto com duas camas | kwar-too koñ doo-ash kah-mash |
| porter | porteiro | poor- tay-roo |
| key | chave | shahv’ |
| I have a reservation. | Tenho um quarto reservado. | tayñ-yoo ooñ kwar-too re-ser-vah-doo. |
Eating Out
| Have you got a table for …? | Tem uma mesa para … ? | tayñ oo-muh meh-zuh puh-ruh? |
| I’d like to reserve a table. | Quero reservar una mesa. | keh-roo re-zehr-var oo-muh meh-zuh. |
| The bill, please. | A conta por favor/faz favor. | uh kohn-tuh poor fuh-vor/fash fuh-vor. |
| I am a vegetarian. | Sou vegetariano/a. | Soh ve-je-tuh-ree- ah-noo/uh. |
| Waiter! | Por favor!/Faz favor! | poor fuh- vor! fash fuh-vor! |
| the menu | a lista | uh leesh-tuh |
| fixed-price menu | a ementa turística | uh ee- mehñ-tuh too-reesh-tee-kuh |
| wine list | a lista de vinhos | uh leesh-tuh de veeñ-yoosh |
| glass | um copo | ooñ koh-poo |
| bottle | uma garrafa | oo-muh guh- rah-fuh |
| half-bottle | meia-garrafa | may-uh guh-rah-fuh |
| knife | uma faca | oo-mah fah-kuh |
| fork | um garfo | ooñ gar-foo |
| spoon | uma colher | oo-muh kool- yair |
| plate | um prato | ooñ prah-too |
| breakfast | pequeno-almoço | pe- keh-noo-ahl-moh-soo |
| lunch | almoço | ahl- moh-soo |
| dinner | jantar | jan- tar |
| cover | couvert | koo- vehr |
| starter | entrada | eñ- trah-duh |
| main course | prato principal | prah-too prin-see-pahl’ |
| dish of the day | prato do dia | prah-too doo dee-uh |
| set dish | combinado | koñ-bee- nah-doo |
| half-portion | meia-dose | may-uh doh-se |
| dessert | sobremesa | soh-bre-meh-zuh |
| rare | mal passado | mahl’ puh-sah-doo |
| medium | médio | meh-dee-oo |
| well done | bem passado | bayñ puh-sah-doo |
Menu Decoder
| abacate | uh-buh- kaht’ | avocado |
| açorda | uh- sor-duh | bread-based stew (often seafood) |
| açúcar | uh-soo- kar | sugar |
| água mineral | ah-gwuh mee-ne- rahl’ | mineral water |
| alho | ay-oo | garlic |
| alperce | ahl’- pehrce | apricot |
| amêijoas | uh-may- joo-ash | clams |
| ananás | uh-nuh- nahsh | pineapple |
| arroz | uh- rohsh | rice |
| assado | uh- sah-doo | baked |
| atum | uh- tooñ | tuna |
| aves | ah-vesh | poultry |
| azeite | uh- zayt’ | olive oil |
| azeitonas | uh-zay- toh-nash | olives |
| bacalhau | buh-kuh- lyow | dried, salted cod |
| banana | buh- nah-nuh | banana |
| batatas | buh- tah-tash | potatoes |
| batatas fritas | buh- tah-tash free-tash | French fries |
| batido | buh- tee-doo | milkshake |
| bica | bee-kuh | espresso |
| bife | beef | steak |
| bolacha | boo- lah-shuh | biscuit |
| bolo | boh-loo | cake |
| borrego | boo- reh-goo | lamb |
| caça | kah-ssuh | game |
| café | kuh- feh | coffee |
| camarões | kuh-muh- roysh | shrimp |
| caracóis | kuh-ruh- koysh | snails |
| caranguejo | kuh-rañ gay-yoo | crabs |
| carne | karn’ | meat |
| cataplana | kuh-tuh- plah-nah | sealed wok used to steam dishes |
| cebola | se- boh-luh | onion |
| cerveja | sehr- vay-juh | beer |
| chá | shah | tea |
| cherne | shern’ | stone bass |
| chocolate | shoh-koh- laht’ | chocolate |
| chocos | shoh-koosh | cuttlefish |
| chouriço | shoh- ree-soo | red, spicy sausage |
| churrasco | shoo- rash-coo | on the spit |
| cogumelos | koo-goo- meh-loosh | mushrooms |
| cozido | koo- zee-doo | boiled |
| enguias | eñ- gee-ash | eels |
| fiambre | fee- añbr’ | ham |
| fígado | fee-guh-doo | liver |
| frango | frañ-goo | chicken |
| frito | free-too | fried |
| fruta | froo-tuh | fruit |
| gambas | gañ-bash | prawns |
| gelado | je- lah-doo | ice cream |
| gelo | jeh- loo | ice |
| goraz | goo- rash | bream |
| grelhado | grel- yah-doo | grilled |
| iscas | eesh-kash | marinated liver |
| lagosta | luh- gohsh-tuh | lobster |
| laranja | luh rañ-juh | orange |
| leite | layt’ | milk |
| limão | lee- mowñ | lemon |
| limonada | lee-moo- nah-duh | lemonade |
| linguado | leeñ- gwah-doo | sole |
| lulas | loo-lash | squid |
| maçã | muh- sañ | apple |
| manteiga | mañ- tay-guh | butter |
| marisco | muh- reesh-koosh | seafood |
| meia-de-leite | may-uh-d’ layt’ | white coffee |
| ostras | osh-trash | oysters |
| ovos | oh-voosh | eggs |
| pão | powñ | bread |
| pastel | pash- tehl’ | cake |
| pato | pah-too | duck |
| peixe | paysh’ | fish |
| peixe-espada | paysh’-shpah-duh | scabbard fish |
| pimenta | pee- meñ-tuh | pepper |
| polvo | pohl’-voo | octopus |
| porco | por-coo | pork |
| queijo | kay-joo | cheese |
| sal | sahl’ | salt |
| salada | suh- lah-duh | salad |
| salsichas | sahl- see-shash | sausages |
| sandes | sañ-desh | sandwich |
| sopa | soh-puh | soup |
| sumo | soo-moo | juice |
| tamboril | tañ-boo- ril’ | monkfish |
| tarte | tart’ | pie/cake |
| tomate | too- maht’ | tomato |
| torrada | too- rah-duh | toast |
| tosta | tohsh-tuh | toasted sandwich |
| vinagre | vee- nah-gre | vinegar |
| vinho branco | veeñ-yoo brañ-koo | white wine |
| vinho tinto | veeñ-yoo teeñ-too | red wine |
| vitela | vee- teh-luh | veal |
Numbers
| 0 | zero | zeh-roo |
| 1 | um | ooñ |
| 2 | dois | doysh |
| 3 | três | tresh |
| 4 | quatro | kwa-troo |
| 5 | cinco | seeñ-koo |
| 6 | seis | saysh |
| 7 | sete | set’ |
| 8 | oito | oy-too |
| 9 | nove | nov’ |
| 10 | dez | desh |
| 11 | onze | oñz’ |
| 12 | doze | doz’ |
| 13 | treze | trez’ |
| 14 | catorze | ka- torz’ |
| 15 | quinze | keeñz’ |
| 16 | dezasseis | de-zuh- saysh |
| 17 | dezassete | de-zuh- set’ |
| 18 | dezoito | de- zoy-too |
| 19 | dezanove | de-zuh- nov’ |
| 20 | vinte | veent’ |
| 21 | vinte e um | veen-tee-ooñ |
| 30 | trinta | treeñ-tuh |
| 40 | quarenta | kwa- reñ-tuh |
| 50 | cinquenta | seen- kweñ-tuh |
| 60 | sessenta | se- señ-tuh |
| 70 | setenta | se- teñ-tuh |
| 80 | oitenta | oy- teñ-tuh |
| 90 | noventa | noo- veñ-tuh |
| 100 | cem | sayñ |
| 101 | cento e um | señ-too-ee-ooñ |
| 102 | cento e dois | señ-too-ee-doysh |
| 200 | duzentos | doo- zeñ-toosh |
| 300 | trezentos | tre- zeñ-toosh |
| 400 | quatrocentos | kwa-troo-señ-toosh |
| 500 | quinhentos | kee- nyeñ-toosh |
| 600 | seiscentos | saysh- señ-toosh |
| 700 | setecentos | set’- señ-toosh |
| 800 | oitocentos | oy-too-señ-toosh |
| 900 | novecentos | nov’- señ-toosh |
| 1,000 | mil | meel’ |
Time
| one minute | um minuto | ooñ mee- noo-too |
| one hour | uma hora | oo-muh oh-ruh |
| half an hour | meia-hora | may-uh oh-ruh |
| Monday | segunda-feira | se- goon-duh-fay-ruh |
| Tuesday | terça-feira | ter-sa- fay-ruh |
| Wednesday | quarta-feira | kwar-ta-fay-ruh |
| Thursday | quinta-feira | keen-ta-fay-ruh |
| Friday | sexta-feira | say-shta-fay-ruh |
| Saturday | sábado | sah-ba-too |
| Sunday | domingo | doo- meen-goo |
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A NOTE FROM DK
The rate at which the world is changing is constantly keeping the DK travel team on our toes. While we’ve worked hard to ensure that this edition of Top 10 Porto is accurate and up-to-date, we know that opening hours alter, standards shift, prices fluctuate, places close and new ones pop up in their stead. So, if you notice we’ve got something wrong or left something out, we want to hear about it. Please get in touch at travelguides@dk.com
Within each Top 10 list in this book, no hierarchy of quality or popularity is implied. All 10 are, in the editor’s opinion, of roughly equal merit.
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